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Voluntary National Reports (VNRs) 

Sustainable 
Development 
Goal  

(SDG) 

VNRs by Country  Reported 
At All  

Yes/No 

Detailed 
Reporting

Yes/No 

Notes 

1.B: Institutions 
and policies for 
poverty 
reduction 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  Notwithstanding Argentina’s development and dynamism in multiple markets, its poverty and 
equality levels are similar to those characteristic of Latin America, which is one of the 
poorest and most unequal regions in the world (pp. 52-53) 

 In 2016, 30.3% of the population was poor in Argentina, and 6.1% could not afford the 
minimum protein and energy products to survive (pp. 53-54) 

 President Macri’s continued reaffirmation of Argentina’s commitment to the SDGs has 
facilitated the integration of SDGs goals into the country’s national policies; principally, in 
issues regarding reduction of poverty, fight against inequality and gender discrimination, and 
the inclusion of indigenous people and persons with disabilities (p. 85) 

3. Azerbaijan Yes Yes  Azerbaijan has implemented several initiatives to achieve the SDGs (see e.g. 1b. – Poverty 
reduction, 4.A – education, 5.2 – violence against women, 5.5 – women participation and 
leadership, 5.C – gender equality, 8.8 – labor rights, 10.2 – political/social/economic inclusion, 
10.5 – regulation of global markets, 11.1 – safe housing, 11.2 – transport, 11.3 – urban 
inclusion, 11.7 – safe public housing, 16.5 – reduce corruption and bribery, 16.7 – representative 
decision making, 16.8 – participation in developing economies, 16.9 – legal identity, 16.10 – 
public access to information, and 17.3 – tax collection.  

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes Bangladesh undertook several Five Year Plans to reduce poverty with great success, decreasing the 
poverty rate from 56.7% in 1991 to 24.3% in 2016.  Id. at 9.  The initiatives purportedly focus on the 
“overarching goal of achieving pro-poor growth.”  Id.  In addition, the National Society Security Strategy 
provides particular support wo women, children, aged and disabled persons.  Id.   

Developing infrastructure to withstand and protect against disaster is imperative for eliminating extreme 
poverty in Bangladesh.  Id.   
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5. Belarus Yes No Belarus VNR reports lowering poverty rates from 7.3% in 2011 to 5.7% in 2016 and plans to 
further reduce poverty to 3-4% by 2030 by implementing policies aiming to raise income and 
provide social protections to the poor. (pp. 11-12)  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.8-9  

 

Wallonia has a government-wide plan aiming to “use all regional levers to reduce poverty”, and 
to provide “concrete answers to specific difficulties encountered by people living in or at risk of 
poverty”. Particular attention is paid to youths and single parent households (for example, 
through a reformed family allowance system). Major achievements since the adoption of the plan 
are listed out in the report.  

 

Flanders has an action plan that focuses on “full and inclusive participation, accessible services, 
energy poverty and the prevention and combating of poverty in families with young children”. 
The NVR reports on the government having a separate policy on children and youth rights, and 
financing a Brussels-based organization with eliminating child poverty as its core goal. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes Yes Report references 1.2 and 1.3 (11). 

- Benin’s poverty level was 40.1% in 2015. 
- Only 8.4% of the population is covered by health insurance. 
- Implemented the projet Assurance pour le Renforcement du Capital Humain (ARCH) to 

assure social protection for all. 

Aims to diversify the economy of the country: projects such as promotion of HVA channels 
(pineapple, cashews and vegetables) and conventional channels (rice, corn, manioc) (14). 

9. Botswana Yes Yes The Report discusses several government initiatives for poverty reduction in Botswana, including 
a livestock management program for small farmers, a youth and women’s empowerment 
program that provides grants and a “destitute persons” program that provides food, shelter and 
medical care.  Report at 16; see also Report at iv, v. 

10. Brazil Yes Yes The National Policy for Social Assistance, which is implemented through the Unified Social 
Assistance System, organizes the provision of social assistance benefits, services, programs and 
projects nationwide aimed at reducing poverty and improving the living conditions of the most 
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vulnerable population. 
11. Chile Yes Yes  Reduction of poverty is a medium-term goal for Chile, as a developing economy (p. 2) 

 Poverty has been diminished by 11.7 % under a national methodology and by 0.3% under 
an international methodology (p. 2) 

 Reduction of poverty is one of 4 axis for Chile to attain SDGs (p. 4) 
 New methodologies have been developed nationally to evaluate poverty; principally, to 

develop methodologies to evaluate multidimensional poverty (p. 14) 
 Reduction of poverty and inequality are two conceptually different but equally important 

goals for the country (p. 16) 
 Chile recognizes that eduction of poverty and inequality needs to have a special focus on 

particular groups (indigenous people, children, elderly people, etc.) (p. 16) 
 During 2015, 2,547,184 people in Chile were considered under multidimensional poverty 

(p.20) 
 Chile has a comprehensive legal framework to reduce poverty (p. 21) 
 The “National System of Support and Care” (Sistema Nacional de Apoyos y Cuidados) was 

designed and the coverture of the Subsytem of Integral Protection of Childhood was 
extended to 9-year-old children (p. 22) 

 Besides addressing with special attention most vulnerable groups, reduction of poverty 
presents multiple challenges such as expanding policies, gather further information, in 
general, prevent personal interests in public policies and strengthen public policies (p. 24) 

 Extreme poverty was reduced in 2015 (p. 59) 
 Incidence of poverty has grown in rural areas (p. 59) 
 Multidimensional poverty considers education, health, work, social security and housing (p. 

59) 
 Multidimensional poverty was reduced in both rural and urban areas, although impact was 

greater in rural areas (p. 60) 

12. Costa Rica Y Y Pg.2, 24 Noted as one of its three priorities
Pg. 6 Notes the increase in wealth inequality since 2010 
Pg.8 Noted failure to meet objective by 2015 and renewed goal for 2030 
Pg. 20 data for number of programs related to objective 
Pg. 25 chart detailing sub-goals, links to two other priorities, and actors involved 
Pg. 26-33 details extent of issue, what has been accomplished as of 2017, and what continues to be 
done.  
Pg. 31 chart on actors included in policy discussions 
Pg. 76 budget proposed for funding programs to meet the objective 
Pg. 93 discusses organizational alliances to combat poverty  
Pg. 99 policies implemented by institutions to help poverty reduction 
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13. Cyprus Yes Yes Cyprus reports that the nation is recovering from a “deep economic crisis” triggered from the world 
financial turmoil in 2009.  Id. At 15.  In response to the crisis, Cyprus secured financial assistance from 
the European Central Bank and International Monetary Fund and employed an economic policy focusing 
on “fiscal consolidation, resumption for financial stability and structural reforms to help businesses 
unleash the potential of the economy.”  Id.  Data points included the at-risk-of-poverty, number of 
working poor, income levels, poverty thresholds and various statistics for different age cohorts.  Id. 
Economic policies included an overhaul of welfare benefits and a guaranteed minimum income level for 
all people.  Id.  This program provides assistance to “individuals and families that cannot . . . gain enough 
income to support their needs.”  Id.  Other program focused efforts towards disadvantaged youth.  Id. At 
16.  

No information on gender-sensitive development strategies.  Id. At 15-16.     
14. Czech Republic  Yes Yes The target has been met, meaning that extreme poverty has been successfully eradicated in the 

Czech Republic, and the issue is covered by gender sensitive and pro-poor oriented national 
policies which also translate to the regional and local level. (p 17) 

15. Denmark Yes No 89 (no specifics mentioned as to the policy frameworks, but Denmark is a low-poverty country to 
start with) 

16. El Salvador Yes Yes  In 2001, 16.1% of the population was under extreme poverty. In 2016, this percentage was 
reduced to 7.9% (p. 13) 

 Fight against poverty, in general, is one of El Salvador’s priorities internally (p. 39) 
 Women comprise a higher percentage than men in the national index of poverty (p. 44) 
 In 2014, El Salvador implemented the multidimensional poverty analysis, which addresses 

education, housing, social security and quality of housing. Under a multidimensional poverty 
analysis, 35.2% of El Salvador’s population used to be poor. This number was reduced to 
34% by 2016 (p. 45) 

 To address the above situation, the Social Protection and Development Law (Ley de 
Desarrollo y Protección Social) was passed in 2014, and 20 programs seeking to fight 
poverty were also implemented (p. 46) 

 Besides addressing multidimensional poverty, another specific goal of these programs is to 
reduce the percentage of people living with less than $1.90 USD per day (p. 46) 

17. Ethiopia Yes Yes The VNR includes multiple references with detailed descriptions of the specific policy frameworks 
Ethiopia has put into place with the goal of combatting poverty.  
 

- “Ethiopia has been pursuing pro-poor policies, implementing development plans and programs 
within which global development frameworks such as the MDGs…” (p. 1). 

 



 

5 
 

- “All government policies and strategies, plans and programs that aimed at eradicating poverty 
are principal mechanisms to alleviate poverty from Ethiopia. These mechanisms include:1) 
building increased capacity to collect inland revenues, 2) priority allocation of government 
budget expenditure to sectors relatively most pertinent to poverty alleviation, 3) effecting the 
decentralized administrative system, 4) coordinated and organized leadership of a 
developmental and democratic government with high political commitment, 5) selected 
interventions in the free-market economy in areas where markets failed, 6) encouraging 
increased participation of the private sector in the economy.” (p. 23). 
 

- “The government has been engaged in in-depth civil service/public reform program and it is 
hoped that this would add extra impetus to eradicate poverty by 2030.” (p. 19). 

 
13.2. Annex 2 includes disaggregated data of the national poverty headcount, the share of pro-poor 
sectors’ expenditure in GDP, government expenditure for institutions benefiting women, the poor and 
vulnerable. (p. 48). It includes data on the baseline 2014/15, performance 2015/16 and planned targets for 
2016/17-2019/20 fiscal years.  

- National expenditures allocated to sectors pertaining to poverty eradication in 2015/16 increased 
by 23.6% compared with the previous fiscal year. (p. 21). 

- “GTP II envisaged allocation of 70% of the total budget for interventions that accelerate 
economic growth but more importantly to those sectors (health, education, clean water and 
sanitation, agriculture and rural roads) that impact on poverty alleviation more effectively.” (p. 
23). 

Challenges: 
 
The VNR report warns that the 2015/16 severe draught caused by climate change expanded over broad 
regions in Ethiopia threatening the effort to eradicate poverty as well as the full-capacity implementation 
of the SDGs. The draught severely impacted the agricultural sector. Also, the world economy slowed 
down impacting adversely the export trade which posed a further impediment to the effort to eradicate 
poverty. (p. 24). Moreover, implementation capacity-gaps comprising (perceptions, technical know-how, 
technology, finances, etc.) are also considered serious challenges to the effort to eradicate poverty in all its 
manifestations by 2030. (p. 19). 

 
18. Guatemala Yes Yes This indicator is a key goal. It lists a specific goal to reduce proportion of population living in 

extreme poverty by 5.3% and general poverty by 5.6%. The report details the current state of 
poverty in the country with available statistical information and provides details on the steps 
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that can be and are being taken to tackle the issue, including government policies and 
programs, and previous budget for these programs. It also details gov’t food security program 
for needy families and school nutrition program under other indicators but relates back to the 
issue of poverty reduction. 

19. Honduras Yes No This continues to represent the greatest focus as one of the LatAm countries most affected by 
poverty, although the data referenced is from 2015 (see p. 4). Currently, Honduras has 
committed itself to adopt multidimensional measurement of poverty as official poverty 
measure, called the Multidimensional Poverty Index (“IPM”) (p. 32)  
- Signed Technical Support agreement with the Oxford Policy and Human Development 

Initiative (OPHI) related to the study and measurement of poverty to develop the 
multidimensional methodology for measuring poverty in Honduras (GPI-HN)  

- Technical Commission IPM-HN, members of civil society, academia, private sector, UN 
(UNICEF, WFP, FAO, UNDP) and international community (World Bank, EU) discussed and 
approved the proposed methodology 

- New dimensions now being contemplated: health, food security, public safety 
20. India Yes Yes - Mentioned throughout as one of the key goals (such as, pp. v, 1, etc.). 

- Implemented large-scale anti-poverty programmes (pp. vi), such as:  

- Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act – legal guarantee of 
minimum 100 days of wage employment per household every year for unskilled workers 
in rural areas; largest beneficiaries have been women and disadvantaged groups (pp. vi, 
8) 

- Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana - provides access to financial services, such as 
banking, credit, insurance, and pension (pp. v, 8) 

- Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - creates skilled employment for poor; special focus on 
women from poor rural households (pp. 8) 

- Used data from 2011 Socio-Economic Caste Census to identify disadvantaged beneficiaries for 
development programs (pp. 8). 

- Developed social safety nets, such as:  

- National Social Assistance Programme – provides pension to elderly, widows, and 
differently-abled individuals (pp. vi, 8). 

- 3 initiatives that provide life insurance, accident insurance, and pension for workers in 
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the unorganised sector (pp. vi, 8-9). 

21. Indonesia Yes Yes Detailed analysis of poverty eradication policies including development of the ‘National Social 
Security System’ (“SJSN”) and implementation of the National Health Insurance (“JKN”) in 2014. 
The ‘Family Hope Program’ (including an integrated banking card) was also implanted to provide 
a non-cash food subsidy for poor families.  

 

The VRN tracks poverty reduction measured as PPP and against the National Poverty Line. The 
analysis also includes indicia and tracking against the ‘Poverty Gap Index’ and ‘Severity Index’. 

 

The VRN also notes and tracks regional disparities in poverty reduction and acknowledges 
challenges in bridging urban/regional divides.  No specific reference is made to gender 
disparities and poverty reduction (pages 9-16) 

22. Italy Yes Yes The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to reduce the intensity of poverty, but does 
not set any deadline (VNR p. 23). 

The VNR provides actual figures/statistics related to poverty: In the last few years, 
simultaneously with the economic crisis, the individual absolute poverty rate in Italy has risen 
from 3.6% in 2008 to 7.3% in 2013 and 7.6% in 2015. Over the same period, the relative 
individual poverty rate has increased from 11.1% to 13.7%. According to Eurostat, people at risk 
of poverty or social exclusion in Italy have grown from 15 million in 2008 to 17.4 million in 2015. 
The highest percentage of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion was reached in 2012: 
29.9%. The percentage declined in the following years and reached 28.7% in 2015. 

23. Japan Yes Yes 21-22 (statistics on child poverty rates and discussion of “General Principles of Policy on Poverty 
among Children”) 

24. Jordan Yes Yes The national poverty rate was 14.4% in 2010, dropping from approximately 21% in 1990. 
Although the poverty rate remained at approximately 14% during the period covering 2002-2010, 
the aim of “Jordan 2025” is to reduce it to 8% in 2025, and to reach 7% in 2030.  To reach this 
objective, the Government has several support programs and funds in place (pp 40-41) 

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 1.B but the interventions detailed on pages 20 & 21 align 
with indicator 1.B. 

26. Luxembourg Yes Yes Explicit references only made in annex 1 but mentioned similar initiatives through report (see 
e.g. 4.A – safe education, 10.2 – political/social/economic inclusion, 11.2 – safe transport) 
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27. Malaysia Yes Yes The VNR reports that the implementation of nationwide multidimensional poverty eradication 
programmes has reduced the absolute poverty from 49.3% (1970) to 0.6% (2014). For example, 
eKasih was established in 2008 as a Centralised National Poverty Data Bank for better profiling 
and targeting of poor households. (p.13-15) 

 

The Eleventh Malaysia Plan 2016-2020 aims at addressing poverty in all forms through 
enhancing inclusiveness towards an equitable society and accelerating human capital 
development for an advanced nation. It also targets to uplift B40 households (which comprise 
the bottom 40 per cent of the nation’s income distribution) towards a middle-class society. (p.13-
15) 

28. Maldives Yes No Poverty rates are referenced on page 19 but no information provided on eradication methods or 
success.   

29. Monaco Y Y At the national level: 
Poverty has almost completely disappeared in Monaco (p. 14). 
Monaco provides medical healthcare to all nationals or resident (living in Monaco since at least 5 years). 
 
Internationally: 
Monaco supports various projects internationally. For instance: 
- Monaco supports entrepreneurship in Tunisia (supported 750 entrepreneurs, of which 50% were 

women; p.16). 
- Monaco supports a project in Madagascar which provided micro-financing to some 18.500 persons 

(p.17). 
- Monaco supports the HCR in its mission in Morocco which brings assistance to some 4.600 refugees 

(p.17). 
30. Nepal Yes Yes The Report states that extreme poverty dropped from 33.5% in 2000 to 16.4% in 2015 and the 

percentage of people living below the poverty line dropped from 38% to 21.6% in the same 
timeframe.  Report at 3, 14.  The Government’s goal is to reduce the percentage of people living 
in poverty to 4.9% by 2030.  Report at 14.  The Report vaguely references “49 poverty alleviation 
programmes” implemented by Government ministries.  Report at 15. 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 18): 

- Social security system offers social protection to vulnerable groups (e.g. the elderly, 
people with disabilities, etc.). 

- Extra €100 million of structural annual investment. 
- Plans to invest extra €100 million every year (starting Jan 2017) to ensure all children 

grow up in a supportive environment. 



 

9 
 

- Municipalities responsible for implementing anti-poverty policies. 

 

Curaçao (pp. 18): identified as a key policy goal. 

 

St Maarten (pp. 18): 

- Combines interventions targeting poverty and hunger (incl. MDG Acceleration 
Framework). 

- Poverty reduction strategy monitors pockets of relative poverty. 
- Conducted national household budget survey. 
- Developing social protection policies for elderly and other vulnerable groups. 

 

Abroad (pp. 18):  

- Work with Least Developed Countries and middle-income countries to help eradicate 
extreme poverty. 

- Implementing action plan to support poorest and most marginalized groups. Foreign 
trade and development budget has allocated €350 million to this. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The VNR report states that the Government of Nigeria is aggressively pursuing strategies to eliminate 
poverty. It has implemented the Social Investment Program (SIP) in recognition of the high rate of 
poverty, increasing inequality, and rising unemployment. SIP aims to reduce poverty and fight hunger. 
Some of the programs under SIP include Social Safety Nets for feeding the poor, welfare for the 
unemployed, job creation and skills enhancement. SIP includes a Conditional Cash Transfer Program, 
Home Grown School Feeding Program, Government Enterprise and Empowerment Program and N-
Power Program. (p. 50-51). 

- “The National Social Investment Office located within the Vice President’s office is coordinating 
the Social Investment Programme that targets the poor and the vulnerable. The programme will 
create a database for the unemployed youths and will formulate a programme designed to 
cushion the immediate and devastating effects of poverty. The primary objective is to empower 
the poor and the vulnerable while also unleashing programmes that will eventually take them 
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out of the poverty bracket.” (p.22).
 

- “[T]he Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) has leveraged on its social reforms agenda to 
ensure a pro-poor, gender disaggregated expenditure framework within the Medium- Term 
Expenditure Framework (MTEF). The underlying goal is to produce an inclusive budget that will 
ensure equity and justice in the distribution of national resources.” (p. 22). 

 
The report includes detailed data on the poverty level in Nigeria. For the data on the proportion of the 
population in Nigeria living below the international poverty line the baseline for 2015 was 62.6%, the 
derived 2020 benchmark is 41.8% and the 2030 target is 0%. (p. 22, table 3.4.1). As for the proportion of 
government recurrent and capital spending to sectors that disproportionately benefit women, the poor 
and vulnerable groups by year, the recurrent baseline finding is 13.84% while the capital baseline finding 
is 6.24%. (p. 75, Annex 1, SDG 1.b.1). 

 
33. Panama Yes Yes  

34. Peru Yes Yes The VNR only provides data on the public spending on sectors for the benefit of women, the poor and 
vulnerable groups for the periods 2009 until 2015. For 2014 it was 3.4%, for 2015 - 3.1%, while there is 
no information for 2016. (p. 28, Annex, SDG 1.B.1). 
The report notes that in the last 15 years, Peru has exhibited macroeconomic growth and solidity. Within 
the period 2006-2016, the GDP grew at an annual rate of 5.7%. That was accompanied by a period of 
monetary stability, which reflected in low rates of inflation which ranged between 1.5% and 3.7%. As a 
result, poverty was reduced from 49.1% in 2006 to 20.7% in 2016. More than seven million Peruvians left 
poverty. (p. 22).  

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.14-17. The report mentions how Portugal eliminates structural challenges in reducing poverty 

through actions at various levels, in the medium and long term. 

 

For example, the Major Planning Options (2016-2019), the National Reform Programme, and the 
Portugal 2020 Partnership Agreement are all aimed at reaching the goal of integration of people 
at risk of poverty and fight against social exclusion. 
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The regional and international commitments, co-operation with third countries, and different 
national plans are also detailed in the NVR. Policy framework in this regard includes: the 
Strategy Cooperation Programmes, National Reform Program, Social Allowance for Inclusion, 
etc.  

 

In terms of gender equality, Portugal has been promoting it through the Fifth National Plan for 
Gender Equality, Citizenship and Non-Discrimination to fight inequalities based on gender/ risk 
of poverty of women through life – especially by promoting more balanced share of domestic 
work and balanced representation in top decision making positions. 

 
36. Qatar Yes Yes There are no Qatari citizens living under extreme poverty. Qatar has nevertheless adopted a 

strategy, in the context of its National Vision 2030, to ensure “decent living for its generations” by 
building a social protection system.  This state system seeks, inter alia, to integrate vulnerable 
groups into society, education and the labor force. (p 15) 

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes There are no Swedish citizens living under extreme poverty.  Sweden does well in international 
comparison, with a high standard of living and a well-developed welfare system.  For everyone 
living or working in Sweden, public social insurance protection creates security and counteracts 
economic vulnerability. (p 18) 

39. Tajikistan Yes Yes  

40. Thailand Yes Yes The VNR states that various policies are implemented under the 20-Year National Strategy 
Framework and the 12th National and Economic and Social Development Plan (2016-2020) to 
end poverty in all its dimensions. (p. 8) In particular, the Pracharath Policy under the Public-
Private-People Partnership is in place to promote social enterprises and enable the private 
sector to work with the Government to help communities and societies. (p.8) 

 

Further, a number of social security measures have also contributed to poverty reduction, for 
example, financial subsidies to low income families (p.8); childcare subsidy for poor families with 
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child aged 0-3 (p.9); monthly allowances for senior citizens and persons with disabilities (p.9). 

 

In regard to gender-sensitive policies to eradicate poverty, the current Constitution stipulates that 
the Government should take into account the different necessities and needs with respect to 
gender (Gender Responsive Budgeting). (p.21) 

 
41. Togo Yes Yes While poverty is endemic in Togo, the government is engaging in a multi-faceted approach to combat the 

problem.  The approach includes various activities such as: research, a contributory social protection 
scheme, a health insurance scheme, a Community and Social Development Programme, the National Fund 
for Inclusive Financing, and more.  Id. at 17-18. 
 
A QUIBB report found that poverty has decreased from 58.7% of the population in 2011 to 55.1% in 
2015.  Id. at 17.   

The report writes that all programs undertaken to combat poverty aim at improving the living condition of 
vulnerable groups, including women.  Id. at 18.  However, the report does not discuss exactly how this 
takes place. 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 33- 35 identifies as priority in the government and lists specific programs created to achieve the goal.  
Pg. 34 includes data on unemployment rate reduction and Gini index. 
Pg. 35 includes data on the evolution of numbers of affiliated to the National Integrated Health System. 
Pg. 36 includes specific target of current government with respect to the health system coverage for 
children 
Pg. 36-37 includes data on the evolution of percentage of poor places and individuals 
Pg. 37-38 includes data on the evolution of percentage of indigent places and individuals 
Pg. 38-29 includes data on the evolution of poverty index by age 
Pg. 39 includes data on evolution of poverty index for afro-descendants in comparison with the total 
number of people 
Pg. 40-41 includes data on the estimates and evolution of the percentage of the population within the 
multidimensional poverty 
Pg. 42 includes data on number and distribution of places according to their vulnerability levels 
Pg. 43 includes information about specific law enacted with the purpose of creating a National Emergency 
Program (to reduce exposure and vulnerability patterns) 
Pg. 47 includes information on the ratio of social expenses to the country’s GDP and identifies 
redistributive policies as priority. Also mentions that the expenses distribution favor women. 
Pg. 54 includes information on selected government programs focused on the poverty reduction 
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43. Zimbabwe Y Y - Government has prioritised ending poverty.
- Launched Interim Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper and the National Social Protection Policy 

Framework.  
Total VNRs (43) Yes 39   

No 4  
4.5 : All forms 
of 
discrimination 
in education 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that this SDG is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is 
conceptually clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] 
regularly produced by countr[y]” 1 (p. 104) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N The report states that Azerbaijan’s long term plan (entitled “2020: Look into the Future”) includes a 
comprehensive social policy on gender disparities (see page 22).  The report provides no additional detail 
on this program.  The Azerbaijani SPPRED initiative (see SDG 1.B) includes a program to provide 
education and vocational training for socially vulnerable groups e.g. disabled individuals, financially 
insecure individuals etc. (see page 21).   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes The national report provides a small amount of information for ending gender educational disparities 
nestled into the discussion of SDG 5.  The report provides that—especially among primary and secondary 
school levels—education rates for women are rising.  Id. at 22.  However, the report notes that tertiary 
education remains low—at 24%—while for males the rate is 76%.  Id.   Finally, while the report discusses 
identification of the root causes of unequal education rates, it offers few action plans, laws and policies 
to address them.  Id.    

5. Belarus Yes Yes According to VNR Belarus implements gender equality in education and implements programs to 
provide educational opportunities for children with disabilities which now serve 99.7% of such 
children (8.22% of all school-age children). Most of the children with disabilities (85.2%) 
participate in integrated inclusive educational programs. A 2016-2020 national social protection 
program includes provisions for development of adaptive educational environments for disabled 
persons and environments “without limits” in institutions of higher education (pp. 23-24). 

 
6. Belgium Yes Yes p.21, p.24 

 

                                                            
1 For definition of each level, see Report of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal Indicators (15 December 2016),  
 E/CN.3/2017/2*, p. 7. 
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There are more detailed mentions of SDG 4.2 and 4.4 than 4.5; here, the NVR only mentioned 
that UNICEF and the Global Partnership for Education are provided with multi-year un-
earmarked federal funding, concluding that this “reflects the importance Belgium attaches to the 
global efforts to deliver high quality education to all girls and boys, while prioritizing the poorest, 
most vulnerable, and those living in fragile and conflict-affected countries”.  
 

This is also mentioned in connection with SDG 5.1, as an example of the success of 
cooperatives aimed at empowering women. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes Yes The chances of accessing each level of primary school are nearly equal for boys and girls, but 
the discrepancy is greater in secondary and superior school (13). 

- The rate of girls to boys in primary school is 0.97 :1 (2013), and 0.78:1 in secondary 
(2011) (62). 

- The rate of rural to urban students to 0.77:1 in 2013 for primary, and 0.609:1 in 
secondary (62). 

The report states it is important to address target 4.5 to assure equality in access to education 
for vulnerable individuals (13). 

Claims working on target 2.1 will impact this target (22). 

Claims working on target 2.2 will impact this target (22). 

Claims working on target 3.2 will impact this target (26). 
9. Botswana Yes Yes The Report states that Botswana has achieved gender parity at primary, secondary and tertiary 

levels of education, but still faces challenges in equal representation of women in STEM fields.  
Report at 26. 

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes Yes  Addressing this GSD may, at the same time, address issues in other GSDs, such as 
reduction of poverty or sustainable and inclusive economic and social development (p. 5) 

 Michelle Bachelet’s government passed the Educational Reform, which seeks to guarantee 
access to inclusive, free and quality education to all Chileans, regardless of their 
socioeconomic status or gender (p. 5) 

 For Chile, democratization of access to education is the corner stone to address inequality 
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(p. 6) 
 In Chile, education is considered a dimension of wellbeing, which is a basis for measuring 

multidimensional poverty in Chile (p. 20) 
 In Chile, 2.3% families have educational assistance scarcities; 2.2% educational lag and 

30.2% in general scholarship (p. 21) 
 The program of temporary visas to foreign pregnant women has been enhanced, facilitating 

access to education to children of foreign women (p. 42) 
 Education is the second most important contributor to poverty in Chile (p. 62) 

12. Costa Rica Yes Yes Pg. 8 discusses making great strides for 2015 goals in terms of achieving universal primary education 
There are many quality education programs (pg. 19) 
Pg. 20 data for number of programs related to objective 
Pg. 29 Chart showing education as dimension of poverty reduction to be addressed, particularly paying 
attention to traditionally excluded populations (persons with disabilities, indigenous people, women, 
migrants, etc.) 
Pg. 34 lists goal to reach universal secondary education and higher education  

Pg. 87-88 discusses plan to achieve equality in higher education 
13. Cyprus Yes No While Cyprus aspirationally poses well-sounding goals on eliminating disparities for all genders, persons 

with disabilities, indigenous peoples and children in vulnerable situations, there is little concrete 
evidence of this taking place.  Id. At 20.  For example, the report maintains that Cyprus is working to: 
“ensure . . . learning opportunities to all learners,” provide “accessible education to everyone . . . with 
discrimination” and “irrespective of the residential status of the students’ parents.”  Id.  However, the 
report does not detail specific programs or objectives that will resolve such disparities, and instead 
describes educational programs and goals irrespective of various disparities.  Id.          

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes No 21 (lists as Denmark’s targets “Strengthen gender equality in education between girls and boys” 
and “Increased proportion of students with a vocational education”), 95 (no specifics as to 4.5, 
but mentions 4.1 (all girls and boys complete free education) and 4.4 (increase number of youth 
and adults with relevant skills for employment)) 

16. El Salvador Yes No  In El Salvador, women receive more education than men (p. 51) 

17. Ethiopia Yes Yes The VNR discusses in general SDG 4 in terms of ensuring universal access to equitable and quality 
education. It references progress made in the SDG-related target and quotes relevant data. The VNR also 
identifies baselines for the period 2014/2015 and performance for 2015/2016. The data is disaggregated 
and covers multiple measures: it compares the percentage of male and female students who graduated 
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from all levels of education and notes areas that need improvement. The report also identifies the need 
to bring down the performance disparity between females and males. (p. 10 and 13-1. Annex 1, SDG 4 on 
p. 47).  

 
18. Guatemala Yes Yes Does not specifically include the indicator but details government scholarship program meant to 

promote access to education and employment capacity and mentions directed attention toward 
children 0 to 14 with physical or intellectual disabilities 

19. Honduras No No  

20. India Yes Yes - Access to quality primary education is part of the poverty elimination strategy (pp. 9). 

- Support through policies, such as:  

- Right to Education Act – provides legal framework entitling all children ages 6-14 years 
to free and compulsory education, on an equitable and non-discriminatory basis (pp. 9) 

- National Education Mission – aim to provide universal access to education, improve 
learning outcomes, and bridge gender-related inequities (pp. 9) 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y Y The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to reduce the school drop-out rate and enhance the 
education system ((VNR p. 30). 
 
The percentage of young people between the ages of 18 and 24 who abandoned school early, without 
obtaining secondary qualifications or vocational training certificates, dropped from 19.2 % in 2009 to 
14.7 percent in 2015. However, there are strong disparities between male and female drop-out rates. 
More specifically, setting the Italian population aged 18-24 equal to 100, the incidence of school 
dropouts is 12.8 % for Italian citizens, reaching 34.1 % for the foreign population. The school drop-out 
phenomenon affects the South more heavily, with 24.3 % in Sicily and 22.9 % in Sardinia (VNR p. 26). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 23 (summarizes efforts to promote education for children with disabilities and to foster gender 
equality; notes that number of persons with disabilities who are regular workers is at its highest 
over the last 13 years) 

24. Jordan Yes 

 
 

No Jordan states that part of its strategic goals relate to the empowerment of women in education (p 
45) 
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25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 4.5 but the statistics regarding enrolment of female/ 
males in Technical and Vocational Education Training (TVET) on page 28 align with indicator 
4.5. 

26. Luxembourg Y N The report provides information about Luxembourg’s initiatives to reach students who have struggled 
academically and to create educational programs for students who have recently immigrated to 
Luxembourg (see SDG 4.A).  However, the report does not address programs that specifically counter 
discrimination in education.     

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The VNR states that in 2015, female student enrolment in public higher education reached 62%, 
and has exceeded 60% since 2003. (p.23) 

28. Maldives Yes Yes Gender parity in education claimed to have been reached on page 19. However, no data or 
indicators provided. 

29. Monaco Y Y At the national level: 
Inclusion start at an early age and children attend school without discrimination (p.34).  Monaco 
supports children who do not master French (national language; p.34).  Special measures are 
implemented for children with a handicap (p. 34).  Disability is the subject of regular awareness-raising in 
schools (p.35). 
 
Internationally 
Monaco intervenes on a priority basis in neglected geographical areas. Particular attention is brought to 
the education of all children and equality between boys and girls (p. 38). 
 
Monaco supports UNICEF in Mongolia to extend the services from early childhood education to the most 
disadvantaged children and strengthen the participation of families in early stimulation and preparation 
at school. Children, parents, teachers, local service providers and makers: nearly 6,000 people are 
beneficiaries of this project (p. 37). 
 
In the Democratic Republic of Congo, Monaco intervenes priority in partnership with UNHCR and UNICEF 
in support of the reintegration of former child soldiers and rehabilitation of street children (p. 39). 

30. Nepal Yes Yes The Report states that “Gender parity is almost achieved in all levels of education,” providing statistics 
on gross and net enrolment ratios.  SDG 4.5 is not specifically mentioned—the above is mentioned in the 
context of SDG 5.  Report at 17-18; see also Report at 5 (chart). 

31. Netherlands Yes No Curaçao (pp. 21):  

- Primary and secondary school education is free.  
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St Maarten (pp. 21):  

- Women and men have equal access to affordable and good-quality technical, 
vocational, and tertiary education. 

- Educational programs support elderly, people with disabilities, and underprivileged 
young people.  

- Policies in place to decrease school dropout rates. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The report notes that Nigeria’s development and progress is strongly connected to access to quality 
inclusive and equitable universal education for all gender groups, including people with disabilities (p. 
32). The Government of Nigeria has collaborated with state and local governments as well as the private 
sector to establish ‘best-in-class model’ vocation and technical schools. The report also notes that civil 
society organizations are collaborating with the government at national and at sub-national levels to 
improve access and job training for youths and girls. (p. 36). 
The Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC) has helped states to articulate their strategic plan with 
the goal of increasing access for early childhood education and gender parity. The elimination of gender 
disparities in education and access to education at all levels for female children has been a policy goal at 
the sub-national level as well. Also, facilities for those with special needs are developed. Moreover, there 
is greater attention now on schools in the rural communities to ensure equal opportunities for the poor. 
(p. 34).  
The government  plans to “embark on prioritization of girls and Almajiri education through the 
construction of special schools for girls in 13 pilot states that will include 501 classroom blocks.” (p. 33). 
Also, a total of 125 day and boarding Almajiri and nomadic education-based schools will be built in some 
northern states of Nigeria and will be equipped with modern equipment and facilitating aids. (p. 33).  
The report includes data on the participation rate of youth and adults in formal education and training in 
the last 12 months – the 2015 baseline was 51.6% for male and 48.5% for females, derived 2020 
benchmark is 66.4% for males and 65.7% for females and for 2030 target – 100% for both males and 
females. (p. 32, Table 3.4.4).  

 
33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes Yes The VNR includes data on the index of equality for several different age groups for the period 2009 until 
2016. It does not provide any data on performance benchmark information, nor on any SDGs 2030 
targets. 
 

- In terms of SDG 4.5.1.a, it provides the index for equality in the initial enrolment of the 



 

19 
 

population from 3 to 5 year olds; for 2015 it was 1,023 and for 2016 - 1,008. (p. 32, Annex, SDG 
4.5.1.a). 

- In terms of SDG 4.5.1.b, it provides the index for enrolment in primary education of the 
population 6 to 11 year olds; for 2015 it was 0.996, while for 2016 – 1,006. (p. 32, Annex, SDG 
4.5.1.b). 

- In terms of SDG 4.5.1.c, it provides the index for enrolment in secondary education of the 
population 12 to 16 year olds; for 2015 it was 1.003, while for 2016 – 0,987. (p. 32, Annex, SDG 
4.5.1.c). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.26, 28. The report lists out Portugal’s international commitments in this regard, such as, being 

a party to most of the core treaties that address the universal right to education, cooperating with 
partner counties in the development of their education systems. 

 

Some programmes directed at ensuring access of vulnerable/disadvantaged students to school 
and education include the provision of social educational support to families in need, additional 
resources for schools in disadvantaged backgrounds, and training courses for immigrant 
students and children from vulnerable communities.  

 

As for fighting gender disparities, it points out some measures being implemented at the level of 
higher education, for example, the “Plan for Gender Equality of the University of the Beira 
Interior”. 

 
36. Qatar Yes Yes Qatar’s constitution enshrines that “[a]ll citizens have the right to education; and the State shall 

endeavor to make general education compulsory and free of charge in accordance with the 
applicable laws and regulations of the State".  There are no significant disparities between girls 
and boys enrolling in education – with exception for higher education. For the school year 2014-
2015, the net enrolment ratio in pre-elementary education was 69.9% for girls and 70.5% for 
boys, in elementary/secondary education the ratio was 91.7% for girls and 93.2% for boys, in 
higher education the ratio was 99% for girls and 40% for boys.  No data on potential disparities 
between rural/urban, bottom/top wealth quintile and others, such as disability status, and 
indigenous peoples. (pp 26-27) 
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37. Slovenia Yes Yes  

38. Sweden Yes Yes Sweden has a well-developed educational system for children, young people and adults. This is 
partly reflected by the fact that more than 70% of the adult population participate in some form of 
education. The Education Act (2010:800) prescribes that everyone is to have equal access to 
education in the school system, irrespective of geographic residence and social and economic 
conditions.  For students with certain disabilities and who find it difficult to participate in ordinary 
teaching, other types of school are available.  However, no specific data on potential disparities 
between rural/urban, bottom/top wealth quintile and others, such as disability status, and 
indigenous peoples. (pp 23-24) 

39. Tajikistan Yes Yes  

40. Thailand Yes Yes To provide equal access to education, the Government has offered free 15-year basic education 
since 2005. (p.9, 16) All children are entitled to enrol in any education institution disregarding 
their nationality or legal status. 

 

Educational trust funds and scholarships such as the Education Loan Fund, Student Loan Fund 
etc. are also established to reduce the gap in term of access to quality education between socio-
economic groups. (p. 17) 

 

The 12th Education Development Plan (2017-2021) implemented by the Ministry of Education will 
aim at improving the quality of education in Thailand. (p.17) 

 

In regard to the elimination of gender disparities in education, the VNR states that in Thailand, 
girls and boys have equal access to basic education and the enrolment rate of women in tertiary 
education is higher than men. (p. 20) Act for Prevention and Solution of the Adolescent 
Pregnancy Problem 2016 was also passed to ensure that teenage mothers are allowed to 
continue their studies at school following pregnancy. (p 21) 

 
41. Togo No No With the exception of minor references to increasing the literacy and enrolment in schools of women, 

the report did not address this goal.  Id. at 29.   
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42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe N Y - Government has prioritised investments in education.
- It emphasize on the right to education of every citizen rather than focusing on the equal access to 

education for the vulnerable.  
 

Total VNRs(43) Yes 33   
No 10  

4.7: Culture of 
peace, non-
violence and 
global 
citizenship 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan has found it difficult to comply with the SDG addressing peace and stability (see page 67).  
The cause of its difficulty is reported to be “the aggression of Armenia against Azerbaijan” (see page 67).  
The report does not include information on Azerbaijan’s progress towards promoting a culture of peace.  

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus Yes No VNR indicates that Humanities programs promoting human rights, gender equality, culture of 
peace and non-violence, and cultural diversity are a part of the mandatory curriculums in 
professional education programs.  (p. 24) 

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.20-21 

 

This is extensively reported, including the budget of nearly 28 million EUR spending on global 
citizenship education, UNESCO’s Education 2030 program, the Associated Schools Project 
Network, a Flemish program for nature and environmental education, and other specific 
citizenship courses. 

 

Other initiatives are also listed, such as organizing the Council of Europe’s 25th Standing 
Conference of Ministers of Education, and organizing training programs and associations 
directed to involving young persons in reflecting on citizenship and global challenges. 

7. Belize No   
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8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  Respect for human rights is a fundamental part for the execution of GSDs in Chile (p. 18) 
 In Chile, responsible production implies that business report the impact that their activities 

have on human rights (p. 18) 
 A major challenge for Chile is that gender equality and woman’s rights needs to be included 

in all educational plans to attain a real cultural change (p. 42)   

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 8 Identifies “education for human development” as a goal
Pg. 20 data for number of programs related to objective 
Pg. 33 noted as subcategory of promoting social protection  
Pg. 76 budget proposed for funding programs to meet the objective 
Pg. 99 policies implemented by institutions to help reduce inequalities 

 
13. Cyprus Yes No The Ministry of Education and Culture is reportedly “undertaking initiatives and actions” regarding these 

knowledges sets and skills.  Id. at 24.  However, there is no data or specific programs discussed to 
demonstrate the undertaking.  Id.     

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador Y   El Salvador created the National Council of Education (Consejo Nacional de Educación) and 
the “Educated El Salvador Plan” (Plan El Salvador Educado), which has as a main 
challenge, among others, reducing violence in schools (p. 50) 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   
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19. Honduras No No The report notes that the SCGG is coordinating efforts regarding the “Analysis of the National 
Education System of Honduras and the development of the Education Sector Strategic Plan 
2017-2030”, seeking to incorporate sustainable development into the educational curriculum of 
the country 

20. India Yes No Sustainability mentioned in the context of sustainable agriculture, industrialization, job creation, 
and marine development (pp. 10, 12, 22, 23, 25, 26). 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to reduce the school drop-out rate and enhance the 
education system (VNR p. 30). 

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg Y N The report notes that Luxembourg has enacted policies to create a more inclusive society (see page 3).  
For example, it has established social programs to integrate immigrants into society (see SDG 10.2).    

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Malaysia has recognized the importance of integrating knowledge of sustainable consumption 
and production (SCP) in the formal education syllabus to inculcate a sustainable lifestyle among 
students. The Ministry of Education (MOE) has aligned the SCP curriculum with the national 
education curriculum and has developed a guidebook for teachers on global sustainability. (p. 
30) 

 

The Blueprint on Enculturation of Lifelong Learning for Malaysia 2011-2020 also promotes 
lifelong learning opportunities for all. (p. 48) 

28. Maldives No No Not specifically referenced.  

29. Monaco Y N At the national level:
As part of a public-private partnership, high school students benefit from the project "Ma Classe 
Solidaire". The objective is to raise awareness on sustainable development, solidarity-based finance, as 
well as to mobilize them around innovating, impacting solidarity projects, by encouraging them to act 
collectively (p.34). 
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Internationally:  
Monaco supports southern Mediterranean countries, promoting, by the education, citizenship and 
sportsmanship and preventing violence (p.38). 
 

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 21): 

- National education curriculum promotes learning, skills acquisition, and knowledge, and 
addresses sustainability, equal opportunity, and social inclusion. 

- National policies promote culture. 

 

Aruba (pp. 21):  

- Initiatives to raise environmental awareness, such as: 
o Green s’Cool after-school programme (2012) to make schools more sustainable 

and self-sufficient 
o Installing solar panels on school rooftops 
o Home visits by technical institute students 

- Teacher training college developed a sustainability curriculum. 
- University of Aruba included an SDG curriculum in several programmes.  

 

Curaçao (pp. 21):  

- National Youth Council is working to enhance young people’s role in school 
communities.  

- Developing training courses for job applicants to reduce youth unemployment. 

 

St Maarten (pp. 21):  
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- Promoting access to high quality education and educators. 
- Need to pay further attention to promoting sustainable development, human rights, and 

gender equality. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The VNR report discusses the promotion of human rights and gender equality at the sub-national 
government level through a tertiary education curriculum. The curriculum embraces gender studies, 
human rights and skills development “that encourages sensitivity that promotes inclusiveness of those at 
the bottom of the economic pyramid.” (p. 34-35). It includes more advocacies for human and women 
rights. Overall, the objective is to empower a greater percentage of the population in productive 
activities and to achieve gender parity in the creation of opportunities for women. (p. 35). 

33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR includes in the Annex a section on SDG 4.7.1 (the extent to which (i) global citizenship education 
and (ii) education for sustainable development, including gender equality and human rights, are 
mainstreamed at all levels in: (a) national education policies, (b) curricula, (c) teacher education and (d) 
student assessment). However, the space where the percent for the years 2009-2016 is to be listed is left 
blank. (p. 32, Annex, SDG 4.7.1). 

35. Portugal Yes Yes p.28, 29. The NVR mentions the Programme of School Sport which aims to promote a healthy 
lifestyle of ethical values and principles of active citizenship.  

 

In addition, there are a number of development plans and training activities that are directed at 
promoting global citizenship through processes of learning and sensitization of the Portugese 
society for issues of development, promoting the diversity of cultural and artistic expressions.  

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes One of the goals of the 12th Education Development Plan (2017-2021) is to enhance ethics and 
morals of the people and help them to be immune to changes and contribute to country’s 
development. (p. 17) 
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41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 18   
No 25  

4.A: Safe 
education 
facilities 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No VNR indicates that this SDG is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by country” 2 (p. 105) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan implemented new educational programs between 2000-2015 (see page 21).  These programs 
include: constructing new secondary schools, modernizing schools and upgrading pedagogical 
equipment, modernizing preschool education, expanding foster and alternative care, providing schools 
with information and communication technologies, “informatizing” the education system, developing 
vocational training, reforming the higher education system, establishing overseas education programs, 
and expanding resources for education in science (see page 21).  Azerbaijan also enacted additional 
reforms to state curricula and teacher training programs (see page 22).   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus Yes Yes VNR indicates that a 2016-2020 national social protection program includes provisions for 
development of adaptive educational environments for disabled persons and environments 
“without limits” in institutions of higher education. 31.3% of the schools already implement 
adaptive educational environment and 3.3% - the environment “without limits” (pp. 24). 

6. Belgium No No There are only mentions of improving educational standards through technology development 
and digital solutions (p.21), but not regarding facilities that make learning environments more 
inclusive. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana Yes No Report includes vague language about upgrading education facilities.  Report at 30. 

                                                            
2 Id. 
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10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus No No NA 

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador Yes Yes  Education of quality, in general, is one of El Salvador’s priorities internally (p. 39) 
 El Salvador created the National Council of Education (Consejo Nacional de Educación) and 

the “Educated El Salvador Plan” (Plan El Salvador Educado), which has as a main 
challenge, among others, creating adequate infrastructure for an integral education of quality 
(p. 50) 

 In relation with the above, 1,300,000 students have been provided with uniforms and shoes 
(p. 50) 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to reduce the school drop-out rate and enhance the 
education system (VNR p. 30). 
 

23. Japan No No  
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24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg Y Y Luxembourg must adapt its educational system to the changing student demographics (see page 19).  
44% of students who enter Luxembourg’s school system are of foreign origins (see page 19).  The report 
states that the government is making curricula more multicultural and expanding language resources for 
students who don’t speak French/German/Luxembourgish (see page 18-19).  The report notes that the 
attrition rate for students has dropped from 17% in 2003-2004 to 13.5% in 2014-2015 (see page 19).  The 
government further modified its program in 2014 by enacting the program “Guaranty for youths” (see 
page 20).  “Guaranty for youths” works with students who have dropped out of school to either find 
vocational training or return to school (see page 20).  Additionally, Luxembourg has created three pilot 
programs in high school that for students who want to become entrepreneurs (see page 24).   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Malaysia has ensured inclusive and equitable quality education through the implementation of 
various relevant education policies, including: Malaysian Education Blueprint 2013-2025; 
Malaysia Education Blueprint (Higher Education) 2015-2025 and National Higher Education 
Strategic Plan. (p. 48) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands No No St Maarten (pp. 21): policies to digitize education system; transitioning to UNESCO’s open 
Educational Management Information System. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The report notes that adequate physical infrastructures at all levels of education for several categories of 
people are integral to the development of education at the sub-national levels. This includes functional 
libraries, sanitary facilities, computers, electricity and clean water in order to provide a healthy learning 
environment. The government also supports providing adequate facilities for people with special needs. 
Moreover, students that attend schools in rural communities and high-density urban areas will also have 
access to such infrastructure. (p. 35).  

33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes Yes The VNR includes data for the period 2011-2016 on the percent of schools: 
• with access to electricity – 76.3% in 2016. (SDG 4.a.1.a). 
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• with access to water supply through a public network within the school premises –56.5% in 
2016. (SDG 4.a.1.b). 

• with access to a bathroom connected to the public network – 31% in 2016. (SDG 4.a.1.c). 
• where hygienic services that have sinks or lavatories – 88.1% in 2016. (SDG 4.a.1.d) (p. 33, 

Annex). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.26, 30. Special educational needs are met by the development of “a model of inclusion” of 

such pupils in schools and groups for regular education, following individual work plans.  

 

Portugal has moved away from a segregating model of special schools to the current model 
which enlists 98% of the children with special needs in the regular system. “To this end, there 
are diverse measures of support, such as centres of technician-pedagogical resources and 
pedagogical adjustments.” 

 

There is also a special contingent (2%) for candidates with special educational or physical 
necessities and the scholarships made available by public and private entities for joint payment 
of the frequency of a superior course or with the completion of an obligatory professional 
training.  

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan Yes No  

40. Thailand Yes Yes The Government has created 21,185 SEP-guided school and learning centres which aim at 
providing an atmosphere and environment conducive to creating a society of learning. In 
particular, they are equipped with training sites and laboratories in real-world settings for 
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learners. (p.18) 

 
41. Togo No No With the exception of briefly referencing free public schools in the opening statements of the report, 

there was not a discussion on safe education facilities.  Id. at 6.   
42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe Y N - Inadequate school infrastructure, including inadequate Early Child Development (ECD) facilities, 
science laboratories, libraries, electricity, computers, water and sanitation among others remain one 
of the challenges.  

Total VNRs (43) Yes 15   
No 28  

5.1: 
Discrimination 
against women 
and girls 

1. Afghanistan Yes No  

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan Y
 

N The report provides statistics on women’s advancement in education, business and government but does 
not provide specific information about combatting discrimination.  However, the report also states that it 
is necessary for the government to develop mechanisms to address gender discrimination (see page 54).  
As discussed in SDG 5.5, Azerbaijan has devised programs that encourage women to participate in the 
workforce and in government.   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes Bangladesh reports that non-discrimination of women is at the “forefront of the national development 
plan.”  Id. at 22.  This is demonstrated through the “adoption of polices, legislation, strategies, national 
action plans and programs.”  Id.  Furthermore, various action is underway as discussed by the sections 
below. 

5. Belarus Yes Yes VNR states that the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus establishes gender equality in 
education, employment, professional development, political, cultural and other areas. This 
principle is also codified in the Marital Code, Labor Code, Educational Code, Criminal and Civil 
Codes, as well as other laws. Gender expertise of the legislative acts by the National Center of 
Legal Studies confirmed gender neutrality of Belarusian law. 

Gender equality is implemented through several national programs covering different gender-
related aspects. The membership in the National Gender Policy committee under the leadership 
of the Minister of Labor and Social Protection is two-thirds female and includes representatives 
of the legislative and executive branches, local governments, community and academia.   

The fifth national plan on gender equality for 2017-2020 includes discussions of the proposed 
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omnibus legislation to outlaw all gender discrimination (pp. 25-26) 
6. Belgium Yes Yes p.22-23 

 

Detailed explanation of the Belgian policies on gender equality is given, such as the adoption of 
specific legislations, federal plans, and various integration campaigns. 

 

Examples are also given on how the Flemish government included a gender dimension in its 
government-wide equal opportunities plan and other initiatives regarding the education sector, 
as well as Wallonia’s first gender mainstreaming plan with various measures (including anti-
discrimination legal provisions) to fight inequality between women and men. 

7. Belize Yes Yes p.35: some legal framework is in place. 

8. Benin Yes No Discusses in reference to equality of education – see target 4.5. 

Claims working on Target 1.3, 1.4 will affect this target (20, 21). 
9. Botswana Yes No The Report states that Botswana’s constitution prohibits discrimination based on sex or gender.  It 

discusses “equal opportunities of leadership” and “equal rights to economic resources” for women.  It 
also discusses making laws gender-neutral.  Report at 25.  But the Report does not specifically mention 
SDG 5.1. 

10. Brazil Y N -  See 5.3 policies and strategies. 

11. Chile Yes Yes  Law No. 19.611 (1999) establishes the prohibition of discrimination between woman and 
men (p. 37)  

 In 2015, the Ministry of Woman and Gender Equality (Ministerio de la Mujer y la Equidad de 
Género) was created to, among other things, procure the elimination of arbitrary 
discrimination against women (p. 37) 

 Chile highlights discrimination against women as one of its major challenges to attain the 
SDGs (p. 42) 

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg 8 discusses how made great strides in meeting goal
Pg. 19 Only one program for gender equality and women and girl empowerment has been implemented 
Pg. 20 data for number of programs related to objective 
Page. 41 Initiative for gender equality and rural women empowerment  
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Page. 43 Challenges for policies for gender equality and rural women empowerment  
Pg. 50-51 details initiatives and law changes concerning the subject 
Pg. 76 budget proposed for funding programs to meet the objective 

 
13. Cyprus Yes Yes Ending all forms of discrimination against women and girls is discussed multiple times throughout the 

report, and generally focuses on a narrower topic, like those enumerated below.  The report offers broad 
general language to support these objectives, and also concrete legislation and policy.     

14. Czech Republic  Yes No Gender equality is also specifically addressed in a specific goal of Czech Republic 2030.  (p 18) 

15. Denmark Yes No 19 (lists Denmark’s targets to “Sustain Denmark’s role as an active international advocate for 
gender equality” and “Promoting women and men’s equal access to participation in the labour 
market”), 29 (Denmark will work to secure equal opportunities and eliminate discriminatory 
legislation) 

16. El Salvador Yes No  El Salvador is committed to reform public policies, institutions and legislation to achieve 
gender equality, with special attention on violence and exploitation (p. 13) 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes Yes This is a key goal. It details the current state of the issue in Guatemala, providing detailed 
statistics and lists specific national laws relevant to women’s rights.  

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes Yes - See, 4.5 for education initiatives that emphasize non-discrimination and equity (pp. 9). 

- See, 8.5 for initiatives to improve female labour force participation (pp. vii, 21). 

- Various health initiatives focus on maternal health, family planning, etc. (pp. 9, 14-16). 

- See, 5.2 for efforts to prevent violence against women and girls (pp. 19, 22). 

- See, 5.C for policies targeting issues that disproportionately affect women (pp. vi, 9, 20). 
21. Indonesia Yes Yes The VNR lists numerous law and policies aimed at ending all forms of discrimination against women 

ranging from constitutional protection (Pancasila – principle of ‘Just and Civilized Humanity’), Law 
Number 8 Year 2012 pnm general election (requiring 30% female representation) and Law Number 13 
Year 2014 on Child Protection (pages 43 and 44). 



 

33 
 

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to reduce the school drop-out rate and enhance the 
education system (VNR p. 30). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 22 (government plans “Supporting Tools for Establishment of General Business Owner Action 
Plans” and “Projects on Promoting Women’s Participation and Advancement in Small-and-
Medium Enterprises” and corresponding statistics of companies that have formulated action 
plans in accordance, and “Act on Securing of Equal Opportunity and Treatment between Men 
and Women in Employment”) 

24. Jordan Yes No The Jordanian Constitution and other laws and legislations guarantee the rights of all citizens 
without any form of discrimination, guaranteeing equality, safeguarding the right to work and 
education, personal freedom and freedom of expression (p 39) 

Jordan has formed certain national groups to ensure, for example, “that data on the indicators 
required to monitor the implementation of SDG5 and other goals related to gender equality and 
women’s empowerment are properly reflected”. (p 45)  

Jordan is also said to be “continuously reviewing its legislative system to further empower 
women, ensure their access to decision-making processes and protect them from all forms of 
discrimination and violence”. (p 46) 

25. Kenya Yes Yes It is noted that there has been mixed progress towards the achievement of the goal and targets 
to promote gender equality and freedom from discrimination on page 29. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The VNR provides that Malaysia has made progress on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment. 

 

For example, Article 8(2) of the Federal Constitution was amended to prohibit gender 
discrimination. Several international agreements, such as the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, are ratified to ensure that rights of women and girls 
are addressed. (p. 23) 

 

Ministry of Women, Family and community Development has implement various measures, 
including increasing maternity leave and flexible working arrangements, to encourage women to 
return to workforce. Women empowerment is also encouraged through the National Policy on 
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Women 1989 and the Plan of Action for the Advancement of Women 2010-2015. (p.23) 

28. Maldives Yes Yes Domestic Violence Prevention Act 3/2012 provides legal protections to victims of domestic 
violence including the establishment of a Family Protection Authority to raise awareness of 
domestic violence (page 11). No data provided on progress. 

29. Monaco N N Internationally:
As part of its engagement towards protecting women and girls, Monaco provides financial support for 
projects in favour of economic empowerment of women in Southern Mediterranean countries (p.17). 

30. Nepal Yes No The Report states that Nepal’s 2015 Constitution guarantees “the elimination of all forms of 
discrimination.” Report at ii; see also Report at 8.  It notes, however, that “[a]lthough Nepal is on track to 
achieve gender equality and women’s empowerment, achievements vary with less equality among 
poorer women while discrimination and violence against women and girls is still prevalent.”  Report at 
18. 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands: 

- Aim to eliminate gender inequality by 2030 by increasing women’s economic 
independence and their representation in leadership positions (pp. 22).  

- Promote participation and equal opportunities for women (pp. 18). 

 

Aruba (pp. 22):  

- Established Centre for the Development of Women to promote equal rights and equal 
opportunities. 

- Women have high rate of labour market participation and education. 

 

Abroad (pp. 22):   

- Fund civil society organisations (CSOs) like Funding Leadership and Opportunities for 
Women, and the Dutch National Action Plan Women, Peace and Safety.  

- Advocate in the UN and EU for agreements on gender equality. 
- ‘Leading from the South’ program invests in gender equality and women’s empowerment 

through women’s organisations in developing countries.  
- See, 8.8: pay special attention to gender equality in partnerships with manufacturing and 
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producing countries (pp. 26). 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The government enacted a number of federal level initiatives and programs, including:  the 
Implementation of the Convention on Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) and Massive Awareness Creation and Sensitization on Gender Equality. In 2006, Nigeria 
approved the National Gender Policy, which is guided by the global instrument on the CEDAW and its 
optional Protocols. (p. 39). 

- “Massive Awareness Creation and Sensitization on Gender Equality: At the federal level, the 
Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development has created awareness and sensitization on 
the need to create opportunities and curb discrimination against women. (p. 39). 

 
33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The VNR references in its Annex SDG 5.1.1 (determine whether or not legal frameworks are in place to 
promote, enforce and monitor equality and non-discrimination on the basis of sex). It lists that for the 
period 2009 until 2016, there have been a National Plan on Gender Equality PLANIG 2012-2017 (Supreme 
Decree Number 004-2012) and the MMP National Plan Against Gender Violence 2016-2021 (Supreme 
Decree Number 0D8-2D16-M1MP). (p. 34, Annex, SDG 5.1.1). It does not provide any detailed 
description on those laws. 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.31, 33. The NVR points out various regional and international commitments that apply 

throughout SDG 5, which includes adopting various European conventions as well as being a 
party to most major human rights treaties that relate to equality between men and women and 
women’s human rights. These are further reported to be localised and implemented.  

 

In particular, the National Strategy for the Integration of Roma Communities establish specific 
actions aimed for Roma women and girls (who are subject to particular vulnerability and multiple 
discriminations), and the Migration Plan is attentive to the challenges of gender equality, defining 
measures that aim at the personal, professional and civic integration of the migrant women in 
Portugese society.  
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36. Qatar Yes Yes Qatar has adopted a social development strategy that include social policies and programs for 
family cohesion, women's empowerment and social protection, in line with Qatar's international 
obligations under the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1995, the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2008 and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women in 2009. (p 29) 

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Sweden has legislation geared specifically to ensure gender equality.  Since 1994, Sweden has 
required that official statistics related to individuals shall be disaggregated by sex, unless there 
are special reasons for not doing so.  Also, since 2006, the Parliament has established a political 
goal that women and men are to have the same power to shape society and their own lives. 
Finally, the Government recently decided to establish a national gender equality agency, which 
is to commence its activities in January 2018. Sweden exhibits a high degree of gender equality, 
especially in international comparison. (pp 24-25) 

39. Tajikistan Yes Yes  

40. Thailand Yes Yes Policies, measures and mechanisms have been put in place to enhance women’s development 
and equality as well as to protect women’s rights.  

 

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action is integrated into the Women’s Development 
Plan under the National Economic and Social Development Plan since 1997. At present, the 
Women’s Development Plan is under review and will be converted into the “Strategy for 
Women’s Development 2017-2021”. (p. 20) 

 

To promote women’s status and development at national level, the National Commission on 
Policy and Strategy for the Improvement of the Status of Women and the Gender Equality 
Promotion Committee have been established. Further, the Gender Equality Act 2015 is enacted 
to address gender-based discrimination. (p. 21) 

 

At agency-level, the Government have instructed all ministries to appoint a Chief Gender 
Equality Officer, who will act as a gender focal point and helps promote gender equality in 
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his/her respective office. (p. 21) 

 
41. Togo Yes Yes The government engaged in several efforts to promote gender equality and non-discrimination, 

including: a National Gender Equity and Equality Policy.  Id. at 28.  This policy comprises several facets 
including: augmenting the social position of women, improving the income of women, promoting the 
equal participation of women in management, and eradicating gender-based violence.  Id.   

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 128 identifies governmental efforts to promote the end of inequality of genders. 
Pg. 129 notes that Uruguay has ratified the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women 
Pg. 135 references to data and statistics throughout the entire section of the report 
Pg. 137-138 contains data on distribution of workload (with or without compensation) between men and 
women, also by age and region of residency 
Pg. 139-140 contains information on the evolution of the percentage of women / men without their own 
sources of income 
Pg. 140-142 contains data on the evolution of the rate of activity / employment / unemployment and 
ratio of earnings by gender 

43. Zimbabwe Y Y - The country has ratified a number of gender related international and regional instruments. These 
include the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women, the Beijing 
Platform for Action, the African Charter on the Rights of Women and the Southern African 
Development Community Protocol on Gender and Development. 

- Government has also put in place several policies and strategies to actualise the goal including the 
National Gender Policy and Zimbabwe Gender Commission which monitor issues concerning gender 
equality.  

Total VNRs(43) Yes 37   
No 6  

5.2: Violence 
against women 
and girls 

1. Afghanistan Yes Yes p.53: baseline data on domestic violence. 

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that this SDG is at tier II, meaning that the “indicator is conceptually clear, 
established methodology and standards are available but data are not regularly produced by 
countr[y]”3; except for SDG 5.2.3, relating to feminicides occurred in one year, which is at tier 
1, explained above (p. 107) 

3. Azerbaijan Y Y Azerbaijan intends to create a statistical data bank on violence against women (containing reports of 
discrimination and domestic violence against women) (see page 54).  The report also states that 

                                                            
3 Id. 
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Azerbaijan must establish a National Action Plan for the Prevention of Domestic Violence (see page 54).  
Additionally, the report notes that girls and women represent the majority of people living in territory 
occupied by Armenia.  As such, the report states that liberating these territories is “necessary to end 
violence and discrimination against women” in these areas (see page 54).   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes The report briefly mentions that an “act to prevent violence against women and children is already in 
place.”  Id. at 26. 

5. Belarus Yes Yes According to VNR, addressing the problem of domestic violence against women is a priority for 
the government, and as part of the effort to improve existing law, Belarus drafted proposed 
domestic violence legislation. 

Centers for victims of domestic violence provide a number of free services including counseling, 
informational, psychological and rehabilitation. The centers also include 124 “crisis rooms” to 
provide help to victims of human trafficking, violence, industrial accidents, environmental and 
natural disasters as well as acts of terror. 

Government agencies work to improve a system of cooperation in this area. (p. 27) 

VNR also reports focused work on prevention of human trafficking including targeted legislation, 
sponsoring six UN resolutions, and actively cooperating with the UN and its agencies in this 
area. Additionally, Belarus hosts an international education center providing training in 
prevention, combating, and minimizing the social impact of human trafficking (pp. 27-28) 

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.23-24 

 

The NVR reports on a continuous improvement of Belgium’s National Action Plans (NAP) that 
exist since 2001, and also concrete actions that have been undertaken, for example, a feasibility 
study on sexual assault referral centres and the development of a risk assessment tool 
concerning partner violence. 

 

Belgium’s French-speaking subnational governments are reported to have jointly adopted a plan 
containing 176 measures focusing on 6 thematic areas (partner violence and violence against 
children, forced marriages, female genital mutilation, honor-based violence, sexual violence and 
gender-based violence). 
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Other projects in this regard include both humanitarian initiatives and interventions in the judicial 
sphere. The creation of a mobile app named “Eye Witness” that allows for gathering of evidence 
and storing the same in the cloud is mentioned as a step in fighting against impunity following 
sexual violence.   

7. Belize Yes Yes p.36: some legal framework is in place but enforcement is lacking. 

8. Benin Yes No Index of condition of violence against women in 2015 was 0.607 (63). 

 
9. Botswana Yes Yes The Report discusses legislative and policy measures to reduce violence against women, but 

acknowledges that “violence against women is one of the most prevalent human-rights violations in 
Botswana,” noting that 67% of women had experienced some form of gender violence and 44% of men 
had admitted to perpetrating violence against women.  Report at 25-26, 27. 

10. Brazil Yes  - In order to fight violence, the country adopted important legislative measures such as the Maria da 
Penha Act and the Feminicide Act, as well as the inclusion of the principle of organization of 
specialized public assistance for women and victims of domestic violence in the Unified Health System 
by Law 13,427, dated March 30th, 2017. 

An initiative of “Women’s Assistance Center - Call 180 Hotline” a free and confidential public service. The 
Women’s Assistance Centers in border regions seek to expand care and support to migrant women in 
situations of violence; fight human trafficking and sexual exploitation; offer guidance about 
regularization of documents and provide psychosocial care. 

11. Chile Yes Yes  President Bachelet signed in 2016 a law proposal which establishes all women’s right to a 
life free of violence, which expands the notion of violence, incorporating physical, economic 
and sexual violence (p. 40) 

 The “National Action Plan in Action Against Women 2014-2018” (Plan Nacional de Acción 
en Violencia contra las Mujeres 2014-2018) is being implemented and seeks to (i) prevent 
violence against women; (ii) articulate and enhance the “Attention Program” and the access 
to effective justice and sanctions, and (iv) to secure information and knowledge in violence 
against women (p. 40) 

 There are 103 centres that provide attention to women that have been victim of different 
kinds of violence. Additionally, there are diverse institutions that tackle multiple fronts of the 
phenomena of violence against women, that have been enhanced in the last year (pp. 40-
41)  

 Eradication of violence against women, as well as the prevention, attention and protection 
on all kinds of violence against women, in the private and public spheres, is a major 
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challenge for Chile in the achievement of the SDGs (p. 42) 

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 50-51 Discusses legal changes improving protections for women 
Pg. 57 Notes as continued challenge  
Pg. 95-96 discusses organizational alliances to combat violence against children and young women and 
girls  

Pg. 102-3 policies implemented by institutions to help combat violence against women and girls 
13. Cyprus Yes Yes Cyprus reports that “[i]mportant polices are in place . . . [to] [e]liminate all forms of violence against all 

women and girls in the public and private spheres.”  Id. At 27.  The Violence in the Family laws provide 
service to all victims when violence occurs in the family.  Id.  There are also various measures and policies 
aimed at ending domestic violence, including the encouragement of reporting cases, awareness 
campaigns, professional training for those, NGO supports, data collection and research.  Id.  The national 
government funds two shelters for victims of family violence.  Id.   

Finally, Cyprus promulgated an Action Plan on the Prevention and Combatting of Domestic Violence, 
which includes additional measures for the: “prevention of domestic violence,” “training of 
professionals,” “effective enforcement of domestic violence legislation,” and “enhancing of the 
protection and support services to victims of domestic violence.”  Id. At 26. 

14. Czech Republic  Yes No Target is covered by the Government strategy for gender equality 2016 – 2020 and other 
government action plans.  Gender equality is also specifically addressed in a specific goal of 
Czech Republic 2030.  (p 18) 

15. Denmark Yes Yes  98 (statistics provided for proportion of women subjected to violence, including sexual violence) 

16. El Salvador Yes Yes  The country has the National Policy Against Human Trafficking (Política Nacional contra la 
Trata de Personas) and the Special Law against Human Trafficking (Ley Especial contra la 
Trata de Personas), which mandates the creation of data systems to monitor this 
phenomena (p. 53) 

 From 2013 to 2015, 42 women and 20 men were victims of human trafficking (p. 53) 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes Yes This is a key goal. The report describes the current state of the issue in the country and provides 
statistical information. It also lists specific national laws in place relevant to the issue and details 
government interventions in place.  
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19. Honduras No  Report states the office of UN Women in Honduras has three priority areas: i) leadership and 
participation of women in all levels of decision-making; ii) economic empowerment of women; 
and iii) elimination of violence against women 

20. India Yes Yes - Implemented legislations and welfare schemes to prevent female feticide and sex-selective 
abortions (pp. 19). 

- E.g. Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (‘Save the Girl Child, Educate the Girl Child’) (pp. vii, 19) 

- Support women affected by violence through One Stop Crisis Centres (offering medical aid, 
psychosocial services, legal aid, shelter, etc.) and the Women Helpline initiative (pp. 22). 

- Highlights 2 state government initiatives on women’s safety (pp. 22). 

- Notes that the government has several initiatives to curb trafficking for commercial sexual 
exploitation but no further details are provided (pp. 22). 

21. Indonesia Yes Yes The VNR cites data from the ‘National Women’s Life Experience Survey of 2016’ (the “Survey”) 
that shows a decrease in the prevalence of violence against women and girls by spouse or non-
spouse. The Survey contains a number of data points to map trends in violence against women.  

 

Specific polices addressing violence against women include the establishment of the National 
Commission on Violence Against Women and a campaign on ’16 Days of Activism against 
Gender Violence’.   

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’ goals to prevent violence against women and children and to 
provide adequate assistance to victims and to guarantee migrant’s and asylum seekers0 reception and 
the full integration of ethnic and religious minorities, but does not set any deadline (VNR p. 55-56, 63). 

23. Japan Yes No 13 (brief mention CSOs have been working to eliminate gender-based violence) 

24. Jordan Yes No Jordan is also said to be “continuously reviewing its legislative system to further empower 
women, ensure their access to decision-making processes and protect them from all forms of 
discrimination and violence”. (p 46) 

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 5.2 but the gender based violence (GBV) helpline 
mentioned on page 31 aligns with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg No   
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27. Malaysia Yes Yes A number of international agreements are ratified, including: the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC), the CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child 
Pornography, the CRC Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and 
the Vienna Plan of Action on Human Rights. (p. 24) 

 

Further, the Sexual Offences Against Children Act 2017 was passed and the Child Act 
(Amendment) 2016 has included the establishment of a registry of convicted perpetrators. (p. 
24) 

 

Moving forward, the Eleventh Malaysia Plan, complemented by the National Policy Women 1989 
and the Plan of Action for the Advancement of Women 2010-2015, will aim at reviewing 
regulations to improve protection against gender-based violence and raising awareness of 
women and girls on their rights on protection against violence. (p. 25) 

28. Maldives No No No specifically reference in VNR.  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes No “[D]iscrimination and violence against women and girls is still prevalent.”  Report at 18. 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 22):  

- Identified as a priority for the gov. (at home and abroad). 
- Investing in gender diplomacy.  
- Providing financial support to end all forms of domestic violence, female genital 

mutilation, honour-based violence, forced marriage, and abandonment. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The VNR report includes data on the proportion of women and girls subjected to physical, sexual or 
psychological violence by form of violence and by age group. It also shows the percent of women who 
still confront cases of violence and emotional abuse. It includes baseline information for 2015, target for 
2020 and SDGs target for 2030. (p. 38).  
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33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes Yes The VNR provides data on SDG 5.2.1: the proportion of women and girls aged 15 years to 49 years old 
subjected to physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner in the previous 12 months. It shows that 
for 2016, the percent of women was 10.8. (p. 34, Annex, SDG 5.2.1). 
It also references SDG 5.2.2.a: the proportion of women aged 18 years old and older who were once 
victims of sexual violence by persons other than their current husband/partner. For 2015, the percent of 
women was 10.3, but there is no data for 2016. (p. 34, Annex, SDG 5.2.2.a). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.34. The Third Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings 2014-2017 is in place to 

implement the national public policy aiming at the reinforcement of mechanisms of identification 
and protection of victims, the deepening of collaboration and articulation with public entities and 
concerned civil societies. There has been reported inter-institutional and international 
cooperation. 

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes In 2006, the Parliament established a political goal that women and men are to have the same 
power to shape society and their own lives. This objective is in turn divided into six targets, one 
of which is to work to “end… men’s violence against women”.  The Government has a ten-year 
national strategy to prevent and combat men’s violence against women, which is most common 
in the home and within the family, in all social classes and age groups. A number of authorities 
have been assigned special tasks linked to this issue.  No statistical data is provided on the 
matter. (pp 24-25) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Measures have been undertaken to improve data collection capacity to enhance protection and 
elimination of violence against all women and children. The One Stop Crisis Center, in 
cooperation with UN Women, has also launched a national survey on violence to collect data on 
domestic violence. (p.21) 
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41. Togo Yes Yes The report included progress related to ending violence against women and girls.  In addition to the subset 
of the national Gender Equity Policy that addresses ending violence against women, the government 
established a centre in Vogan that aims to provide care to victims of gender-based violence.   Id. at 28-29. 
 
Other activities include publishing religious materials that promote ending gender-based violence the 
training of public officers on eliminating gender-based violence and the rights of women and girls.  Id. at 
28. 

Thus, the country engaged in a forward looking and backword looking approach, to both care for those 
subjected to gender-based violence and to proactively prevent it in the future.   

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 129 notes that Uruguay has ratified the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment 
and Eradication of Violence Against Women and internal laws on the matter 
Pg. 129 identifies an action plan to eradicate violence against women 
Pg. 149 includes data on the percentage of women who suffered violence by their partners 
(disaggregated by type of violence and by age) 
Pg. 150 includes data on the percentage of women who suffered sexual violence not by intimate 
partners (disaggregated by type of place and by age) 

Pg. 226-227 contains data femicide disaggregated by motive 
43. Zimbabwe Y Y - Appointment of an Anti-Domestic Violence Council by Government in April 2017 in line with the 

provisions of the Domestic Violence Act. 
- Number of women experiencing physical violence has decreased. However, prevalence of gender 

based violence is still high 
- The government established 2 One Stop Centres for survivors of Gender Based Violence in two 

provinces. 
Total VNRs (43) Yes 34   

No 9  
5.3: Child 
marriage and 
female genital 
mutilation 

1. Afghanistan Yes Yes p.53: baseline data on early marriage. 

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan Y Y The report states that Azerbaijan amended its Family Code, setting 18 as a minimum age for marriage for 
girls.  The number of girls married before age 18 dropped from 5138 in 2011 to 388 in 2015 (see page 
53).   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes The reduction of child marriage rates appears to be a priority under the report.  Id. at 26.  In addition to 
promulgating legislation and establishing a national plan to curb the practice, the Prime Minister, Sheikh 
Hasina, is personally involving herself to end marriage of children under 15 by 2021, and under 18 by 
2041.  Id.   
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The report provides that information regarding female genital mutilation is not relevant to Bangladesh.  Id. 
at 57. 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.23-24 

 

Some of the review points overlap with those of SDG 5.2 (especially regarding the 176 
measures above). 

 

There is also specific mention of the elimination of female genital mutilation as another “priority 
theme”, whereby “significant legislative and political progress” is reported. A “zero tolerance” 
campaign is given as an example. 

7. Belize Yes No  

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana Yes No Goal mentioned in appendix, but no elaboration or statistics provided.  Appendix 1.2 (PDF page 49). 

10. Brazil N N - It briefly states that Brazilian civil society organizations are in charge of elimination of child marriage.  

11. Chile Yes No  Chile considers this SDG already complied with, since the legal mechanisms to protect 
teenagers are in place (the minimum age to attain marriage is 16) (p. 38) 

12. Costa Rica No no  

13. Cyprus No No NA 

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  
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16. El Salvador Yes Yes  From 24% in 2008, in 2014 only 21% of women between 15 and 19 got married (p. 53) 

17. Ethiopia Yes Yes The VNR did not specifically discuss SDG 5.3 but made a general reference to the elimination of harmful 
traditional practices such as female genital mutilation and childhood marriage. The report did not 
identify baselines and targets, nor did it include any data.  

- “Major implementation strategies in the Women Policy and Strategies of the government 
include elimination of harmful traditional practices like Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and 
childhood marriage, female youths have the right to get admission to any educational 
institutions of their choice at all levels, women-biased regulations are repealed and replaced by 
rules and regulations that promote benefits for women and traditional anti-women perceptions 
are removed progressively.” (p. 29-30). 

 
18. Guatemala Yes Yes Lists it as a specific goal with the caveat that its stakeholders determined that genital mutilation 

should be excluded as a goal since it is not a recurring practice in the country. The report 
provides information regarding the current state of child marriages in the country.  

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia Yes Yes The VNR acknowledges that ‘early’ marriage is practiced in Indonesia. The VNR contains dad 
from Statistics Indonesia on the percentage of women married before the age of 18 and before 
the age of 15. This data is produced every year and incorporated into  trend line.  This trend has 
been decreasing for both women under the age of 15 and 18 (pages 45-47) 

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’ goals to guarantee access to effective healthcare services and 
reduced territorial gaps and prevent violence against women and children and provide adequate 
assistance to victims, but does not set any deadline (VNR p. 35). 

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia No No  
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28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes No Netherlands (pp. 22):  

- Investing in gender diplomacy. 
- Providing financial support to end all forms of domestic violence, female genital 

mutilation, honour-based violence, forced marriage and abandonment. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The VNR report includes data on the percentage of girls and women who have undergone female genital 
mutilation or cutting by age group. Also, it includes data on percentage of women who were married 
before the age 15. The report notes that child marriage is condemned over the world and raises concerns 
over its impact on  girls’ education and employment. (p. 38). 
 
The Government has implemented the Child Protection Initiative. The Ministry of Women Affairs and 
Social Development has developed a National Strategic Plan 2016-2021 with the goal of ending child 
marriages in Nigeria. In addition, the Ministry has established a child protection sub-working group, with 
the authority to coordinate Child Welfare Services, particularly in the North-Eastern region of Nigeria. (p. 
39). 
 
The Massive Awareness Creation and Sensitization on Gender Equality program has also resulted in 
“mainstreaming of gender priorities in the NERGP which prioritizes programmes such as elimination of 
girl child genital mutilation, child trafficking and early marriage in the national policy document.” (p. 39). 

 
33. Panama No no  

34. Peru Yes Yes The report references SDG 5.3.1 for the period 2009-2016. It reports that the proportion of women aged 
20-24 years who were married or in a union before age 15 were 2.7% in 2016 and those married before 
age 18 were 19.5% in 2016. (p. 34, Annex, SDG 5.3.1.a and 5.3.1.b).  
 
Also, it references SDG 5.3.2 – the proportion of girls and women aged 15-49 years who have undergone 
female genital mutilation/cutting, by age – but all data for the period 2009-2016 is left blank. (p. 34, 
Annex, SDG 5.3.2). 
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35. Portugal Yes Yes p.33. The report makes mention of the “Third National Action Programme against Female 

Genital Mutilation 2014-2017” that implements national public policies towards the elimination of 
female genital mutilation through, inter alia, education, prevention and awareness.  

 

Alongside, it is also mentioned that the state budget for 2017 provides for the exemption of court 
fees for the victims of female genital mutilation, trafficking, rape, slavery, and sexual coercion 
(also ties in with SDG 5.2). 

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand No No N/A 

41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 135 contains data on percentage of married women between 20-14 years of age that married before 
turning 18 
Pg. 135 identifies change in the law requiring a minimum age for marriage 
Pg. 136 notes that there is no data on harmful practices such as female genital mutilation, as this is not a 
common practice in the country 

Pg. 136 contains data on the evolution of the percentage of teenage pregnancy 
43. Zimbabwe Y Y - The Constitutional Court passed a judgement outlawing marriage of persons under the age of 18 in 

2016. 
- National Action Plan was implemented to end child marriage. 

Total VNRs (43) Yes 18   
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No 25  
5.5: Women’s 
participation 
and leadership 

1. Afghanistan Yes Yes p.54: data on proportion of women in the workforce and the government; list of planned activities 
on achieving this target. 

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that this SDG is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is 
conceptually clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] 
regularly produced by countr[y]”4 (p. 107) 

3. Azerbaijan Y Y A goal of the “State program on poverty reduction and sustainable development in the Republic of 
Azerbaijan for 2008-2015” is to address the gender imbalance in government (see page 53).  In 2016, 
women increased their representation in government and high-level positions, but disparities remain 
(see page 53).  Women hold 16.8% of parliamentary seats and 9.9% of management positions (see page 
53).  The report proposes that additional measures be enacted.  The Ombudsman suggests establishing 
an adviser on gender relations at the Faculty of Law at Baku State University.  The advisor would define 
the rights of women more clearly (page 53).  Additionally, Azerbaijan intends to strengthen support for 
existing women’s resource centers, which provide skills-training and information to women seeking to 
enter the workplace (page 53-54).  Azerbaijan reports that women represent 48.6% of employed persons 
and 20.9% of entrepreneurs.  Concurrently, the percentage of unemployed women dropped from 12.7% 
(in 2000) to 5.9% (in 2015)(see page 12).  45.6% of students in general education institutions are women 
(see page 52).  The government also hosted a panel discussion entitled “Sustainable Development Goals: 
Women and Progress” to encourage dialogue on this topic (see page 33).  

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes The effective participation of women in leadership and decision-making is briefly discussed in the context 
of first the National Parliament and second, the snapshot of the thematic analysis.  Id. at 25.  First, the 
electorate voted 21 women to serve in the Parliament in 2015, an increase from the year before, and in 
2016 many women held leadership positions.  Id.   
 
Second, the reports attributes the rise in women leadership to the government’s assistance and support in 
education and finance. 

However, the report is lacking information and data with respects to all other positions of leadership and 
decision-making.   

5. Belarus Yes Yes VNR reports that women constitute only 34% of the jobless population. The government 
provides around 100 professional and business training programs and provides financial 
assistance in establishing small businesses for women. Another program subsidizes 
professional training for women who care for children under 3 years old. (p. 28-29) 

According to VNR the current national program of assistance to small and medium-sized 

                                                            
4 Id. 
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business will include provisions to support women ownership. A number of Belarusian banks 
implement a program to improve access to financing, technology and consulting services for 
women-owned businesses. (p. 29) 

VNR reports that women constitute over 70% of state employees and 54.7% are in the position 
of leadership. Women also represent at least 30% at the top level of the government and 33.7% 
of the National Assembly. In the local governments women represent over 46%. (p. 30) 

Many programs for women are implemented in cooperation between the government and 
international agencies and over 30 women associations. (p. 30) 

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.23, 25 

 

The various governments in Belgium are reported to stimulate the “equal participation of women 
and men in political and economic life through a series of measures such as parity laws dealing 
with electoral lists or board membership in government institutions, publicly listed companies or 
state-owned enterprises. 

 

Belgian municipalities are also reported to be incorporating a gender dimension in their 
international meetings and cooperation projects with other municipalities, giving as an example a 
“recently started international municipal cooperation program between French-speaking Belgian 
and Moroccan towns specifically targeting women in their quest for participation, emancipation 
and empowerment at the local level”. 

7. Belize Yes Yes p.37: data on women working in the private sector; little progress has been made in other areas. 

8. Benin Yes No 7.2% of national Parliament seats are occupied by women (2015) (p 63). 

11.4% of leadership positions are held by women (2015) (63). 

Representation of women is too low, notes urgency to reinforce female leadership and the role 
of women in national parliaments and local administrations (13). 

9. Botswana Yes Yes States that “Botswana has made significant progress with regards to women’s participation and 
representation in leadership and decision making positions,” including statistics on representation of 
women in decision-making positions in the public sector.  Report at 26. 
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10. Brazil Yes  - Policies for Women promoting equality and fighting violence has been built on two main pillars (i) 
promoting equality, including economic autonomy, strengthening women’s participation in politics 
and in decision-making bodies and authorities; and (ii) National Policy for Fighting All Forms of 
Violence against Women. 

 
11. Chile Yes Yes  15.8% and 18.4% of the seats in Congress and the Senate are held by women, respectively 

(p. 38) 
 Only 11.9% of Municipal Governments are led by women (p. 38) 
 In 2015, 34.8% of the highest positions at Ministries were held by women, while 26.3% of 

the Supreme Court seats were occupied by women (p. 38) 
 Diverse mechanisms and programs have been implemented to support women’s access to 

multiple resources to attain success in business, such as the “Grow Entrepreneur Women” 
(Crece Mujer Emprendedora) program, the “Focalization of StartUp Chile Program” 
(Programa de Focalización StartUp Chile), “Women On”, among many other initiatives (p. 
41) 

 Programs have allowed 83,035 women to be habilitated to break labour barriers and transit 
from housekeeping activities to professional employment (p. 41) 

 Fisherwomen were supported through contests grading projects on fisheries by women (p. 
55) 

 40% of management positions in Public Enterprises is held by a women (p. 5) 
 The “Women Export Program” (Programa Mujer Exporta) has been implemented to increase 

women’s participation in the exportation market (p. 65) 

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 41-42 Initiative targeting rural women detailed
Pg. 61 Discusses initiatives to promote incorporation of women in the fields of Science and Technology  

Pg. 86 Policy for promoting gender equality wrt political participation 
13. Cyprus Yes Yes This is briefly mentioned, including comments on how Cyprus is promoting “a balanced participation of 

women and men at the decision making level of public and political life through the implementation of a 
number of concrete measures, as foreseen in the Strategic Plan on Gender Equality including research, 
awareness raising campaigns, and other positive actions measures.”  Id.  At 29. 

14. Czech Republic  Yes Yes Target is covered by the Government strategy for gender equality 2016 – 2020 and other 
government action plans. Gender equality is also specifically addressed in a specific goal of 
Czech Republic 2030. 

There are only 18% of female representatives in the current government, 19.5% in the lower 
chamber of the Parliament and 18.5% in the Senate. The proportion of women in municipal 
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councils is 27% (p 18) 

15. Denmark Yes Yes 99 (statistics provided for proportion of seats held by women in parliaments and governments) 

16. El Salvador Yes Yes  El Salvador is committed to provide women with leading roles in the country (p. 13) 
 32.2% of the seats of the National Parliament are held by women (p. 52) 
 Furthermore, there has been an increase of 16.8% on the representation of women in 

leadership positions at public institutions, for the 2014-2015 period, although this percentage 
still needs to grow substantially (p. 52) 

 The participation of women in the Executive Power has grown, achieving a 29.76% by 2015 
(p. 52) 

 In the Judicial Branch, during 2014, 33.33% of the magistrates were women, as well as 
29.09% of the magistrates at chambers (pp. 52, 53) 

 Between 2009-2012, 11.07% of elected positions for local governments were retained by 
women, and 10.69% between 2012 and 2015 (pp. 52, 53) 

17. Ethiopia Yes Yes The VNR references women’s political participation in Ethiopia and identifies baselines (2014/15), 
performance (2015/16) and planned targets (2016/17-2019/20). It includes data on the percent of 
women at Parliament, the decision-making role of women at the federal executive bodies and the 
number of institutions/organizations that institutionalized women’s affairs. (13.2. Annex 2, SDG 5). 

- “Women’s political participation in Ethiopia is growing. About 38.7% members of the HRP are 
women. At lower levels, 50% of the representatives are women. Representatives of women’s 
organizations could exploit government arranged platforms and government councils to voice 
their concerns/issues and opinions. A policy of favouring women to improve competency and 
participation of women in the federal government institutions whenever employment, 
promotions and job allocations required merit points, has been formulated in the Ethiopian 
Federal Public Service Proclamation no. 515/99 in Article 13.3. Gender inclusiveness is assured; 
plans of civil services organizations are to be prepared in a manner that assures that women and 
youth benefit from the plans.” (p. 29). 

 
18. Guatemala Yes Yes Lists as a specific goal and mentions specific national laws relevant to the participation of 

women. The report also provides stats on the current state of the issue in the country and lists 
government interventions in place to help promote women’s participation and leadership.  

19. Honduras No  Report states the office of UN Women in Honduras has three priority areas: i) leadership and 
participation of women in all levels of decision-making; ii) economic empowerment of women; 
and iii) elimination of violence against women 
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20. India Yes Yes Initiatives include the National Women’s Legislators’ Conference and the second BRICS Women 
Parliamentarians Forum (pp. 3). 

21. Indonesia Yes Yes The VNR details participation of women in Indonesian parliament and in other elected positions 
throughout Indonesia. It also contains data on women’s participation in managerial roles in the 
private sector (pages 49-50). 

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to ensure the effectiveness of the social protection, 
and security system, ensure gender equality and increase sustainable and high quality employment, but 
does not set any deadline (VNR p. 28, 59, 72). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 9 (9.5% women in national parliaments in 2016), 22 (government plans “Supporting Tools for 
Establishment of General Business Owner Action Plans” and “Projects on Promoting Women’s 
Participation and Advancement in Small-and-Medium Enterprises” and corresponding statistics 
of companies that have formulated action plans in accordance, and “Act on Securing of Equal 
Opportunity and Treatment between Men and Women in Employment”) 

24. Jordan Yes No Jordan aspires to increase women’s political participation in all political forums, especially in 
local councils, and it is reviewing the legislative system to further empower women, ensure their 
access to decision-making processes and protect them from all forms of discrimination and 
violence (p 46) 

25. Kenya Yes Yes The proportion of women in decision-making positions at various leadership and political levels 
is detailed on page 30. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The VNR reports that 37.1% of top management positions in the public service are held of 
women. In 2016, 12.1% of boards of directors among public companies of Malaysia are held by 
women. (p. 23) 

 

The Ministry of Women, Family and community Development, with its agencies and partners 
such as the Talent Corp, have implement various measures, including increasing maternity 
leave and flexible working arrangements, to encourage women to return to workforce. (p. 23) 

 

Ongoing initiatives to increase women’s representation on boards of directors in the private 
sector include special programmes for women directors and a registry of women directors who 
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have been groomed for board of director roles in public listed companies. (p. 23) 

 

The 30% Club, a group of chairpersons and business leaders who are committed to bring more 
women onto Malaysian corporate boards, is launched in 2015 to further support women 
participation in corporations. (p. 23) 

28. Maldives No No Data on low level of political participation provided (page 11). 

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes Yes The Civil Service Act reserves 33% of all vacancies for women.  (Report at 18).  The report states that “the 
government aims . . . to increase the participation of women in decision-making in the public and private 
sectors, and to increase the proportion of women in technical and professional work from 24 percent in 
2015 to 40 percent in 2030.”  (Report at 18).  See also notes to SDG 5.C below. 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 22):  

- Aim to eliminate gender inequality by 2030 by increasing women’s economic 
independence and their representation in leadership positions. 

- Gov. has met its goal of having 30% of leadership positions occupied by women. 
Adopted a statutory target in 2013 obliging businesses to do the same. To accelerate 
the process, Minister of Education, Culture and Science and the Confederation of 
Netherlands Industry and Employers partnered with ‘Women to the Top’ programme.  

 

St Maarten (pp. 22):  

- Working to improve women’s participation in judicial and legislative bodies through a 
tripartite committee, regional organisations, the UN Population Fund, and ILO.  

 

Abroad (pp. 13): 

- In 2015, support to women’s rights organisations helped strengthen leadership 
capacities of over 60,000 women, 4,880 of whom stood for national, provincial or local 
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electoral office. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The VNR report discusses the Leadership Opportunities for Women initiative. It notes that gender 
advocacies groups across the country “are canvassing for empowerment of women by reserving 35% of 
all elective offices and federal appointments for women.” (p. 39). Although this has gained traction 
among various stakeholders, the report notes that “a lot of work still needs to be done for this initiative 
to become law.” (p. 39). 

33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes No The report references SDG 5.5 and includes limited data for the period 2009-2011 for: 
- SDG 5.5.1.a: the proportion of seats held by women in national parliaments. 
- SDG 5.5.1.b: the proportion of women in managerial positions. 
- SDG 5.5.1.c: the proportion of elected women as council members. 

There is no data for 2012 until 2016. (p. 35, Annex, SDG 5.5). 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.32 (see also p.45) Agenda for the Equality in the Labour Market and Companies – adopts a 

structural approach to fight against the inequalities between women and men, strategically 
focusing on wage disparities, occupational segregation and parenthood. 

 

The Portuguese government is also drafting legislative modifications in this area (overlapping 
with SDG 5.C), aiming to promote imposition of minimum thresholds of representation in 
positions of decision-making in public companies and publicly traded companies, the online 
dissemination of conciliation documents, the attribution of joint responsibilities with the 
companies in this matter, to adopt specific measures of structural combat to the wage disparity 
and the promotion of a balanced share of the work between women and men. 

 

The report also highlights the same under SDG 8 when mentioning workplace discrimination 
(addressing gender pay gap, and equal representation of women and men in decision making 
positions)  

 
36. Qatar Yes Yes Women account only for 6% of the total workforce in Qatar (2016).  Some improvements are 

nevertheless recorded: (i) the percentage of women assuming leadership positions in 
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government increased from 17% in 2011 to 21% in 2016; (ii) at public institutions/SOEs rose 
from 12% in 2011 to 24.4% in 2016; (iii) in the mixed sector increased from 7.8% to 17% (2011-
2016); (iv) and in the private sector from 8.2% to 15% (2011-2016).  Finally, women account for 
30% of manager positions at Qatar's civil society organizations. (pp 29-30) 

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Since 1994, the gender distribution of the Parliament has been relatively even, and the same is 
generally true at the local and regional levels for elected representatives in municipalities and 
county councils. The representation of women, however, has fallen in the two most recent 
parliamentary elections.  

In working life, the employment rate for women as a whole in Sweden is 78%, which is the 
highest in the EU. In 2015, 38% of all managers in working life were women, and 62% were 
men. In the boards of central government authorities, the proportion of women is now 
approximately 50%. In the boards of publicly listed companies, the proportion of women is 32%. 
(pp 24-25) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The VNR states that Thailand ranked second among Asia-Pacific countries with the most 
favourable conditions for female entrepreneurship according to the Women’s Entrepreneurial 
Index 2016. (p. 21) 

 

Women occupied 38% of the management positions in the private sector in 2014. (p 20) In 2015, 
the Government supported the establishment of the ASEAN Women Entrepreneurs’ Network to 
foster women entrepreneurs and entrepreneurship development at international level. (p. 20) 

 
41. Togo Yes Yes Togo engaged in several measures to promote women’s participation and leadership, however, the 

participation and leadership rates are still low.  Under the National Gender Equity and Equality Policy, 
Togo formulated a program to enhance the “social position and the potentials of women in the 
community” and “the promotion of women . . . in power management.”  Id. at 28.  With respect to 
political representation, Togo advocated for women during elections at various political party levels, and 
women have a “50% reduction in filing fees for . . . running for any seat during legislative elections.”  Id.  
The report further notes that while there are additional incentives for women to become elected 
officials, only about 20% of the electorate comprises women.  Id. at 29.  Other measures are discussed 
within the report.   
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42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 135 notes law with respect to participation of women on politics
Pg. 143 includes data on the percentage of women in the National Assembly, by chamber and 
governments terms from 1985 to 2019 
Pg. 144 includes data on the evolution of the percentage of councilwomen elected from 1985 through 
2015-2019 
Pg. 145 contains data on the evolution of the percentage of individuals in directive positions, by gender, 
from 2013 through 2016 

Pg. 145-146 contains data on the evolution of the percentage of ministers by gender 
43. Zimbabwe Y Y - Representation of women in decision-making bodies, supreme and labour courts and labour force has 

increased. 
Total VNRs(43) Yes 37   

No  6  
5.C: Policies 
and legislation 
for gender 
equality 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  In Argentina, promotion of gender equality and empowerment of woman is a means to attain 
sustainable development (p. 54) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N In 2015, Azerbaijan established “State Program on improvement of maternal and child health for 2014-
2020” (see page 45).  This program aims to improve the quality of treatment for women and children.  
The report states that in 2016, maternal mortality rates fell to 13.8 per 100,000 live births (previously 
14.4 in 2015) (see page 45).  Azerbaijan has also created policies such as “National Action Plan on Gender 
Equality” (see page 54).  Details about this program aren’t provided.  However, the report mentions that 
increasing the number of female entrepreneurs will be integral to achieving gender equality (see page 
54).  To encourage female entrepreneurship, the government hopes to “support women entrepreneurs 
in the regions of business formation and management” (see page 54).    

4. Bangladesh Yes No The Government “adopted the National Women Development Policy in 2011 that aims at eliminating all 
forms of discrimination against women and creating favourable environment for them to access to 
economy, education and health.”  Id. at 26.  Other acts related to violence and marriage are discussed 
above.   

5. Belarus Yes Yes VNR states that the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus establishes gender equality in 
education, employment, professional development, political, cultural and other areas. This 
principle is also codified in the Marital Code, Labor Code, Educational Code, Criminal and Civil 
Codes, as well as other laws. Gender expertise of the legislative acts by the National Center of 
Legal Studies confirmed gender neutrality of Belarusian law. 

Gender equality is implemented through several national programs covering different gender-
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related aspects. The fifth national plan on gender equality for 2017-2020 includes discussions of 
the proposed omnibus legislation to outlaw all gender discrimination (pp. 25-26) 

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.23-24 

 

It is reported that SDG 5.C is reflected in Belgium’s “multilateral, bilateral as well as indirect 
development cooperation”. The new gender strategy and action plan for the Belgian 
Development Cooperation agreed in 2016 is given as an example. This plan highlights four 
priorities, being: (i) education and decision making; (ii) sexual and reproductive health and rights, 
(iii) food security, access to natural resources and economic empowerment, and (iv) protection 
of the rights and fight against gender-based violence (in all its forms) with special attention to the 
LGPTI community. The most recent programs are the Belgian-Moroccan bilateral cooperation 
program, as well as collaborating with Mali in supporting an analysis from a gender and women’s 
rights perspective.  

 

The NVR also mentioned Belgium’s efforts in this regard through the inclusion of women’s and 
girl child’s rights perspective in family planning matters, holding international conferences to 
raise funds for this initiative, and the Flemish government’s support in prevention of HIV 
transmission. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana Yes Yes Domestic Violence Act passed in 2008.  Other legislation includes Abolition of Marital Power Act (2004) 
and Amended Employment Act allowing women to work in mines.  Also adopted a national policy on 
gender and development in 2015 and a national strategy for ending gender-based violence.  Report at 
25, 27. 

10. Brazil Yes  The action “Pro-Equity of Gender and Race” aims to foster more equitable working relations in public 
and private enterprises 

11. Chile Yes Yes  Gender equality has been added as a criteria in election systems for Congress (p. 5) 
 The Ministry of Women and Gender Equality (Ministerio de la Mujer y la Equidad de Género) 

has been created with the purpose of supervising the coordination, consistency and 
coherence of policies, plans and programs of gender equality, among other issues (p. 37) 

 This particular goal has had relevant developments since the last period, with the policies, 
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laws and institutions created, as mentioned in the issues 5.2, 5.3 and 5.5 (p. 71) 

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg 5 discusses the prevailing gender disparity in employment opportunities and unequal distribution of 
home and dependent care 
Pg. 35 discusses policies targeting women in vulnerable situations 
Pg. 53-54 discusses child care initiatives that permit women to seek work outside the home  
Pg. 54-56 initiatives that help educate rural women and help insert them enter the workforce  
Pg. 56 discusses initiatives that help promote equality for LGBTIQ 
Pg. 57 Notes as continued challenge 
Pg. 86 Policy for promoting gender equality wrt political participation 
Pg. 94 discusses organizational alliances to work on achieving gender equality and empowerment of 
women and girls  

Pg. 102-3 policies implemented by institutions to improve gender equality 
13. Cyprus Yes Yes Cyprus adopted two key pieces of legislation to promote gender quality and the empowerment of all 

women and girls, including the Equal Treatment of Men and Women in Employment and Vocation 
Training Law and the Maternity Protection Law.  Id. At 25.  Both laws have specific programs and data 
points covering a number of factors.  Id.  Furthermore, the report acknowledges the under-
representation of women in political and public life, and therefore, is attempting to take efforts aimed at 
eliminating gender stereotypes.  Id. at 28. 

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes No 7 (notes Denmark is a “frontrunner in sustainable development” with gender equality), 11 (listed 
as key priority of Denmark; already assess gender impact of legislation), 20, 21, 26, 28, 29 

16. El Salvador Yes No  Gender equality is one of El Salvador’s priorities internally (p. 39) 
 The Government is committed to gender equality. It has passed legislation and coordinated 

efforts with governmental institutions to attain this objective (p. 52) 

17. Ethiopia Y Y The VNR report provides a detailed description of the policies and enforceable legislation enforced by 
the Government of Ethiopia for the promotion of gender quality. It includes data on the number of 
women trained in different professions, the number of women benefitted from vocational education 
programs, the number of structures in higher education institutions that provide counselling services for 
female students. Also, there are procedures rolled out and under implementation in terms of laws and 
regulations issued to ensure access to female reproductive health data and education. A monitoring 
mechanism was rolled out in 2014/15 to ensure the effective usage of budget allocated to enhance 
Women’s Equality. (13.2. Annex 2, SDG 5). 
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- A “Women Policy and Development Package” was prepared based on Articles 25 and 35 of the 
Ethiopian Constitution which state that all people are equal and women have equal rights with 
men in all economic, social and political activities. The main goal of the Women Policy Package 
is to create an environment where women can actively participate at all levels in the economic, 
social, and political life. (p. 28). 
 

- “Creating strong women and youth organizations and involving them in the national 
development interventions and in the building of a democratic system through coordination 
with pertinent government organs shall remain a major undertaking.” (p. 28). 

 
Challenges to implementation: 
 
The VNR report notes significant challenges to abolishing harmful traditions and ensuring gender equality 
that involve lack of essential support from governmental institutions and widespread social bias. (p. 30). 
 

- “Abolishing harmful traditions, those pertaining to ensuring equality of women encountered 
challenges. There existed limitations among government institutions at all management levels in 
providing the essential support, and capacitating women’s organizations and development 
teams. Agricultural extension services coverage of women and quality of services have not been 
satisfactory;  Supply of farm and agricultural inputs were unsatisfactory; failure to respect the 
rights of female-headed households to the use of land resources have been observed; shortage 
of loan services in particular to poor women have been experienced. Male-biased attitudinal 
behaviors and practices exist in every section of the society which needs to be addressed.” (p. 
30). 

 
18. Guatemala Yes Yes Listed as a key goal. The report describes the current state of the issue in the country, providing 

stats and details government programs that target women in poverty in urban and rural areas. It 
also lists international declarations/conventions regarding women’s rights that Guatemala has 
ratified.  

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes Yes - See, 4.5 for education initiatives that emphasize non-discrimination and equity (pp. 9). 

- Various health initiatives focus on maternal health, family planning, etc. (pp. 9, 14-16). 

- Beti Bachao Beti Padhao programme (‘Save the Girl Child, Educate the Girl Child’) to protect 
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and educate girls (pp. 19). 

- Policies targeting issues that disproportionately affect women, such as: 

- Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana - provides clean cooking fuel (pp. vi, 9) 
- Sanitation programmes (pp. 20) 

- Highlights 2 specific state initiatives to promote gender equality (Bihar’s bicycle initiative and 
Haryana’s ‘Selfie with Daughters’ campaign) (pp. 19, 20). 

21. Indonesia Yes Yes Law Number 8 Year 2012 pnm general election (requiring 30% female representation) is 
referenced (page 43). Otherwise, the VNR links female participation in education as key to 
gender equality and notes its education-related policies. Otherwise, does not specifically 
reference policies to address this SDG. 

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to ensure fair access to financial resources, ensure the 
effectiveness of the social protection and security system and Guarantee migrants’ and asylum seekers’ 
reception, Prevent violence against women and children and provide adequate assistance to victims and 
the full integration of ethnic and religious minorities, but does not set any deadline (VNR p. 28, 55, 56, 
76). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 22 (government plans “Supporting Tools for Establishment of General Business Owner Action 
Plans” and “Projects on Promoting Women’s Participation and Advancement in Small-and-
Medium Enterprises” and corresponding statistics of companies that have formulated action 
plans in accordance, and “Act on Securing of Equal Opportunity and Treatment between Men 
and Women in Employment”) 

24. Jordan Yes No Jordan is also said to be “continuously reviewing its legislative system to further empower 
women, ensure their access to decision-making processes and protect them from all forms of 
discrimination and violence”. (p 46) 

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 5.C but it is stated on page 30 that Kenya is in the 
process of enacting a law to implement the not more than 2/3 gender principle in the Constitution 
aligns with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Policies and legislations that contribute to the promotion of gender equality include the National 
Policy on Women 1989, the Plan of Action for Advancement of Women 2010-2015, the Sexual 
Offences against Children Act 2017, the Child Act (Amendment) 2016. (p. 23-24) 

28. Maldives Yes Yes Gender Equality Act 18/2016 passed in 2016 prohibits discrimination based on gender and 
harmonises existing legislation with Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination 
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Against Women (page 11). No indicators provided. 
29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes Yes The ratio of boys to girls in primary and secondary education is now equal, or in some cases, more girls 
than boys (Report at 3, 5 (chart showing improvement in gender ratios in primary education from 0.79 in 
2000 to 1.09 in 2015 and in secondary education from 0.70 in 2000 to 1.00 in 2015), 17).  The Report 
states that the new constitution “enshrines the rights of women in line with the government’s 
commitments to the international conventions and treaties it has signed up to.”  (Report at 18).  The 
report also states “[t]he government has established institutional mechanisms for gender equality and 
women’s empowerment (listing specific ministries).  (Report at 18). 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 22):  

- See, 5.5: promoting women’s participation and leadership.  

 

Curaçao (pp. 22):  

- Lack of sex education is a problem.  
- 35% of HIV/AIDS cases are undocumented.  
- Gov. aims to reduce these figures through the National Action Programme for Youth 

Development.  

 

Abroad (pp. 22):  

- Help women benefit from investments in trade and development cooperation.  
- Campaign for universal access to sexual and reproductive health, and rights for women 

and girls (e.g. ‘She Decides’). 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The government enacted a number of federal initiatives and programs aimed at achieving gender 
equality: the Gender and Equal Opportunity Bill, the Massive Awareness Creation and Sensitization on 
Gender Equality, The HE for SHE Program on Gender Equality, Promoting Rural Women Economic 
Empowerment, Business Development Fund for Women and the Women Fund for Economic 
Empowerment. (p. 38). 

- “The ongoing efforts towards enactment of the Gender Equality Bill in the National Assembly 
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bring to the front burner the issue of elimination of all forms of discrimination against women. 
Federal lawmakers have realized the urgent need to empower women and the benefits of such 
policy initiatives in realizing the goals and aspirations of the NERGP.” (p. 39). 

 
- “The He for She Program on Gender Equality is aimed at breaking cultural barriers to gender 

equality. The programme identifies male Ambassadors to champion the curse of gender 
equality, while improving awareness on the programme.” (p. 39). 

 
33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes No The report references SDG 5.c.1 but does not provide any data for the period 2009-2016 on the 
proportion of countries with systems to track and make public allocations for gender equality and 
women’s empowerment. (p. 35, Annex, SDG 5.c.1). 

35. Portugal Yes Yes p.32, 34. In cooperation with partner countries, Portugal has been a driver for developing 
measures and actions under the non-discrimination and gender equality within the Comunidade 
dos Paises de Lingua Portuguesa held in Lisbon. The meeting resulted in the “Lisbon 
Resolution” which included a proposal for a Strategic Operation Plan for Gender Equality and 
Women’s empowerment seeking to create a system of sectorial policy in the area of gender 
equality. 

 

The report also detailed various specific plans, policies and legislations to this end, including the 
“Fifth National Plan for Gender Equality, Citizenship and Non-Discrimination 2014-2017” and the 
“Sectorial Action Plan for Gender Equality 2014-2017”. 

 

The NVR also states that Portugal has “adopted and strengthened policies and legislation for the 
promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls at all levels”. 

 
36. Qatar Yes No Qatar reports that a “key” activity involves “reviewing and modernizing existing laws to eliminate 

obstacles that face women”, but no further details or statistics is reported on this point. (p 30) 
37. Slovenia No   
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38. Sweden Yes Yes Sweden has legislation geared specifically to ensure gender equality.  Since 1994, Sweden has 
required that official statistics related to individuals shall be disaggregated by sex, unless there 
are special reasons for not doing so.  Also, since 2006, the Parliament has established a political 
goal that women and men are to have the same power to shape society and their own lives. 
Finally, the Government recently decided to establish a national gender equality agency, which 
is to commence its activities in January 2018. Sweden exhibits a high degree of gender equality, 
especially in international comparison. (p 24) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Policies, measures and mechanisms have been put in place to enhance women’s development 
and equality as well as to protect women’s rights.  

 

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action is integrated into the Women’s Development 
Plan under the National Economic and Social Development Plan since 1997. At present, the 
Women’s Development Plan is under review and will be converted into the “Strategy for 
Women’s Development 2017-2021”. (p. 20) 

 

To promote women’s status and development at national level, the National Commission on 
Policy and Strategy for the Improvement of the Status of Women and the Gender Equality 
Promotion Committee were established. Further, the Gender Equality Act 2015 is enacted to 
address gender-based discrimination. (p. 21) 

 

At agency-level, the Government instructed all ministries to appoint a Chief Gender Equality 
Officer (CGEO), who will act as a gender focal point and helps promote gender equality in 
his/her respective office. (p. 21) 

 

In regard to gender-sensitive policies to eradicate poverty, the current Constitution stipulates that 
the Government should take into account the different necessities and needs with respect to 
gender (Gender Responsive Budgeting). (p.21) 
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41. Togo Yes Yes Cyprus reports several policies aiming at curtailing gender inequality.  These relate to ending violence, 
promoting leadership, ending discriminating, and more.     

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 128-135 identifies laws enacted to promote gender equality (against prejudice and violence; 
promoting social care and labor rights) 
Pg. 148 mentions specific destination of public funds for the goal and creation of departments to 
measure inequality and assess effective measures to be taken, including data on the percentage of the 
budget spent on such goal 

Pg. 154 mentions the new program launched in March/2017 as a commitment to define an strategic 
route towards gender equality 

43. Zimbabwe Y Y - The National Gender Policy seeking to achieve a gender just society where men and women enjoy 
quality and participate as equal partners in the development process of the country is put in place. 

- The Zimbabwe Gender Commission is formed to monitor issues concerning gender equality to ensure 
gender equality as provided for in the Constitution; to investigate possible violations of rights relating 
to gender; to conduct research into issues relating to gender and social justice, and to recommend 
changes to laws and practices which lead to discrimination based on gender. 

- A special electoral quota system to increase women’s representation in Parliament to at least 30%.  
Total VNRs(43) Yes  33   

No  10  
8.5: Equal pay 
for equal work 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that this SDG is at tier II, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is 
conceptually clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] 
regularly produced by countr[y]”5 (p. 111).  

 SDG 8.5.4, relating to gender breach in salary is at tier I, nonetheless, meaning that the 
indicator of this goal “is conceptually clear [and] established methodology and standards are 
available and data [is] regularly produced by country” (p. 111) 

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes While the report does not ground the discussion of equal pay for equal work in the context of SDG 8, the 
report does provide sex-based information on employment figures.  Id. at 25.  
 
First, the report notes that the “relative male-female wage ratio has increased from 73% in FY2010 to 78% 

                                                            
5 Id. 
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in FY2014.”  Id. at 11.  The report further explains that the government is determining strategies to 
increase this number in light of the fact that agriculture accounts for such a high percentage of the 
employment sector.  Id.   
 
Second, increased the labour market participation rate of women from 23.9% to 35.6%.  Id.   

However, these numbers, and others, indicate that Bangladesh has ample room to further effectuate a 
balanced workforce with equal pay for equal work.   

5. Belarus Yes No VNR reports that the average earnings of women are 75-80% of men’s, but the pay gap is 
shrinking (from 73% in 2011 to 76.2% in 2016) (p. 29) 

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.34-36 

 

The report mentions new national strategies in relation to this SDG (after the 20th anniversary of 
the Belgian law on well-being at work 2016) – the four strategy goals for 2016-2020 are: safe 
and healthy work, strengthened labour market participation, increased occupational health and 
safety related prevention, and an enhanced prevention culture.  

 

Several civil society initiatives were also featured: “the Shift” (foster emergence of partnerships 
between society actors and the public and private sectors under the Belgian Charter on Decent 
Work for All), implementation of the ILO’s Decent Work Agenda by trade unions, “Duo for a Job” 
(matches young seekers from diverse backgrounds with people older than 50 who have 
professional experience in related fields – a mentoring program that aims to facilitate future 
employment of the youth). 

 

Onto the human rights aspect, Belgium is a member of the UN Human Rights Council (2016-
2018), and takes a leadership role in promoting the Children’s Rights and Business Principles. 
Some five-year programs targeting the field of decent work are conducted under one common 
strategic framework which holds, in financial terms, 82 million EUR in new commitments.  

 

Social dialogue is also said to be an important focus area, examples include cooperation with 
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EU neighbourhood countries, and involvement in the “Global Deal: Enhanced Social Dialogue 
for Decent Work and Inclusive Growth Initiative”. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes No 7.2% of national Parliament seats are occupied by women (2015) (p 63). 

11.4% of leadership positions are held by women (2015) (63). 

Representation of women is too low, notes urgency to reinforce female leadership and the role 
of women in national parliaments and local administrations (13). 

Claims working on Target 1.2 will affect this target (19). 

Claims working on target 8.5 will impact target 2.1 (22). 

Claims working on target 8.5 will impact target 3.7 (29). 

Claims working on target 5.1 will impact 8.5 (30). 

Claims working on target 5.5 will impact 8.5 (31). 

Claims working on target 8.5 will impact 5.5 (31). 

Claims working on target 9.2 will impact 8.5 (32). 
9. Botswana    

10. Brazil No No  

11. Chile Yes No  In 2014, Law No. 20.940 established the right to be informed about salaries, which helps 
identifying gaps between men’s’ and women’s’ salaries (p. 39) 

Subsidies to employment for young people and women have been enhanced (p. 22) 
12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 20 data for number of programs related to objective

Pg. 29 Chart showing employment as dimension of poverty reduction to be addressed, particularly 
paying attention to traditionally excluded populations (persons with disabilities, indigenous people, 
women, migrants, etc.) 
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Pg. 52 discusses gender wage gap 
Pg. 57 Notes as continued challenge 
Pg. 76 budget proposed for funding programs to meet the objective 

13. Cyprus Yes Yes The report provided an excellent review of initiatives to combat gender income inequality, but failed to 
adequately discuss disability discrimination.  
 
Regarding the first, the report provides that Cyprus promulgated the Equal Pay between Men and 
Women for the Same Work, for Work to which Equal Value is Attributed Law in 2003, and the law has 
been in force since.  Id. at 26.  The European Social Fund co-financed a project, Actions for Reducing the 
Gender Pay Gap, in 2010 to aid combatting the root cause of the problem.  Id. 
 

Regarding the second, the report provides that Cyprus implemented various schemes to incentivize 
companies to employ persons with disabilities.  Id. at 35.  The report did not discuss equal pay for 
persons with disabilities.      

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes Yes 113 (statistics provided to show average earnings of female and male employees and gender 
pay gap, unemployment rates) 

16. El Salvador No No N/A 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes Yes Lists as specific goal generally and specifically for indigenous people in the country, as well as 
women. Provides a list of government interventions in place to aid women in achieving full and 
productive employment.  

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes Yes - Several initiatives to improve female labour force participation, such as:  

- Maternity Benefit Bill – provides 26 weeks’ of paid leave to pregnant working women 
(pp. vii, 21) 

- Mahila E-HAAT – online marketing platform to support women entrepreneurs and Self-
Help Groups (pp. 21) 

- Stand Up India – provides bank loans to women for setting up a Greenfield enterprise 
(pp. 21) 
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- Mahila Shakti Kendra – supports Women Empowerment Centres at village-levels (pp. 
21) 

- Women Transforming India – online contest for crowdsourcing stories of women making 
a difference in their field (pp. 21) 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to Ensure the effectiveness of the social protection 
and security system, to ensure gender equality, to increase sustainable and high quality employment, to 
promote environmental taxation, but does not set any deadline. (VNR p. 28, 59, 72, 75). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 9 (female labor force participation at 69.9% of male participation in 2016, gender wage gap with 
female wage at 26.5% of male wage in 2016), 22 (government plans “Supporting Tools for 
Establishment of General Business Owner Action Plans” and “Projects on Promoting Women’s 
Participation and Advancement in Small-and-Medium Enterprises” and corresponding statistics 
of companies that have formulated action plans in accordance, and “Act on Securing of Equal 
Opportunity and Treatment between Men and Women in Employment”) 

24. Jordan Yes No A proposal has been made to amend the Labour Law to eliminate gender discrimination in 
employment and wages (p 46) 

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Policies and legislations that contribute to the promotion of gender equality include the National 
Policy on Women 1989, the Plan of Action for Advancement of Women 2010-2015, the Sexual 
Offences against Children Act 2017, the Child Act (Amendment) 2016. (p. 23-24) 

28. Maldives No  NO  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes Yes The Report states that:  “The current low level of job creation in the non-agricultural sector cannot 
absorb about 450,000 youths who enter the labour market annually. As a result, four million young 
people have migrated to work outside Nepal. Nepal needs to create millions of off-farm jobs.”  (Report at 
21).  The employment to population ratio decreased from 84.3% in 2000 to 81.7% in 2008. 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 26):  
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- Same legal framework applies to all employees in all sectors, regardless of background, 
gender, and other status. 

- Youth employment is high on the agenda and special efforts are undertaken.  

 

St Maarten (pp. 26):  

- Strengthen legislation to enhance economic opportunities, improve relations between 
employers and employees, and support access to financial services.  

- Promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and product.  
- Plans to stimulate economic growth through innovation, SME promotion, development of 

telecom and other services, and creation of an enabling environment.  

 

Abroad (pp. 26):  

- Emphasize inclusive and sustainable growth in international agreements. 
- Created/secured 400,000 jobs in developing countries between 2013 and 2016 through 

private sector development programmes. Goal is to add another 180,000 jobs by 2020. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The Government of Nigeria has implemented the Social Investment Program (SIP) in recognition of the 
high rate of poverty, increasing inequality, and rising unemployment. One of the program’s main areas of 
intervention is the Government Enterprise and Empowerment Program (GEEP) which aims to provide 
access to financial services to traders, market women and women cooperatives, farmers, agricultural 
workers. (p. 50). While the program contributes to financial inclusion (SDG 8), it specifically contributes 
to SDG 8.5 by aiming “to achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all women and 
men, including for young people and persons with disabilities, and equal pay for work on values by 
2030.” (p. 51). 

 
33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes Yes The VNR provides data on SDG 8.5.1 and 8.5.2. for the period 2009-2016 but does not cite any 2020 
benchmark or 2030 UN targets. 

- SDG 8.5.1: the average hourly earnings of the employed population in 2016 were 6.9 Peruvian 
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Soles.
- SDG 8.5.2: the unemployment rate in the urban area was 5.2% in 2016. (p. 38, Annex, SDG 8.5). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.42, 43. The NVR mentions Portugal’s commitment to full employment and reduction of 

inequality. In broad terms, Portugal achieves this through the various UN Conventions and 
fulfilment of the Europe 2020 Strategy regionally.  

 

In particular, it was mentioned that Portugal has ratified several International Labour 
Organization (“ILO”) conventions in order to promote aspects covered by this SDG, including 
equal pay and salary protection. 

 

For young people, specific measures include the National Plan to Implement Youth Guarantee, 
the National Strategy for young people neither in education nor in employment (designed in 
collaboration with the ILO and support of the EU), and the National Qualifications Cataloue. At 
the same time, a more articulated relationship between different school counselling subsystems 
in the employment public service and in the “Qualifica Centres” will be promoted to ensure 
youths have knowledge of available offers. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Sweden has legislation to counter discrimination and, in 2006, the Parliament established a 
political goal that women and men are to have the same power to shape society and their own 
lives. This objective is in turn divided into six targets, one of which is “economic gender equality”.  
Sweden recognizes, however, that reducing income disparities between men and women 
remains a challenge. (pp 6, 24) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The Government encourages decent employment for all Thai persons, including the disabled, 
the elderly and the vulnerable, by setting up job centres national wide to provide career 
consulting and training services for all. (p.9) 
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Measures to protect and manage labours’ rights have been implemented according to 
international human rights standards. (p.9) 

 

In particular, the Persons with Disabilities’ Quality of Life Promotion Act 2007 stipulates that 
employers or business owners or government agencies must support the employment of 
disabled persons or donate to the Fund for Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. (p. 30). 
Dedicated employment centres have also been set up for the elderly. (p. 37) 

 

Policy to raise minimum wage came into effect since 10 August 2016. More career groups were 
added in the 6th announcement to mainstream the minimum wage policy across all sectors. (p. 
30) 

 
41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 133-134 contains information about laws enacted for the promotion of gender equality at work 
environment 
Pg. 141-142 contains data on percentage of productive activity, employment and unemployment by 
gender 
Pg. 142 contains data on proportion of earnings between men and women by hours of work and globally 

The report does not include specific section about the goal. The data on earnings is mentioned in the 
chapter about gender equality. 

43. Zimbabwe Y N - Through the 2016-2020 Zimbabwe United Nations Development Framework, the United Nations in 
the country is committed to prioritise efforts to increase access to income and decent work 
opportunities, particularly for young people and women.  

- The International Labour Organisation has come up with the “Skills for Youth Employment and Rural 
Development Programme” which seeks to promote local economic development through creation of 
new economic and employment opportunities. 

 
Total VNRs(43) Yes 24   
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No 20  
8.7: Child 
labour and 
soldiers; forced 
labor and 
modern slavery 
and human 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG 8.7.1, relating to labour performed by children between 5 and 15, is 
at tier II, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually clear [and] established 
methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly produced by countr[y]”6 (p. 
112) 

 VNR reports that SDG 8.7.2, relating to the eradication of forced labour is at tier III, meaning 
that “no established methodology or standards are available for the indicator or 
methodology/standards are being developed or tested for the indicator”7 (p. 112) 

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.35, 36 

 

This is often mentioned in conjunction with SDG 8.8. It is reported that the federal and regional 
governments recently decided to work out a national action plan to ensure anchorage of human 
rights within the business sector. An example is a “Clean Clothes Campaign” focused on 
fundamental rights of workers in the garment sector. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana Yes No The Report very briefly mentions the goal of eliminating trafficking of women and girls.  Report at 25. 

10. Brazil No   

                                                            
6 Id. 
7 Id. 
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11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus Yes Yes While child labour, child soldiers, and modern slavery are not discussed, the report provides moderate 
amounts of information regarding policies and laws aimed at combatting human trafficking.  
The introduction of the entire reports highlights various purported successes, including the enforcement 
of new legislation on human trafficking and “expanding the role and competences of the Police Anti-
Trafficking Bureau.  Id. at 3.  The report continues by addressing specific successes in various sections.   
First, Cyprus implemented the National Action Plan against Human Trafficking in 2016 to: amend 
legislation, support victims, train officers and judges, and promote cooperation with NGOs and 
government agencies.  Id. at 27. 

Second, in addition to this legislation, Cyprus ratified the U.N. Convention on International Organized 
Crime, and continues to investigate instances of organized crime involving human trafficking.  Id. at 55. 

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia Yes Yes The VNR reports the creation of training platforms on children’s rights, security and welfare. The report 
states that the government issued various legal and policy frameworks and signed the International 
Children’s Right Convention in order to safeguard the rights and welfare of children. However, it does not 
include any reference to any government policies or laws which aim to secure the prohibition and 
elimination of child labour.  
 

- Awareness creation seminars and trainings were given to 21, 860 sector officials on: children’s 
rights and welfare, on illegal facilitation of the migration of children, on labour exploitation, on 
gender related offense and on the proper raising of children. Also, 461, 552 participants “from 
society were given orientation on the harmful practices on the offenses and labour exploitation 
of children.” (p. 15). 
 

- The government created Children’s Parliament and children’s rights clubs across the country in 
order to “enable children to have their voices heard so that they can safeguard themselves and 
other children form environmental and family oppressions.” (p. 16). 
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18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No Notes that the government has several initiatives to curb trafficking for commercial sexual 
exploitation but no further details are provided (pp. 22). 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to reduce the school drop-out rate and enhance the 
education system and to end all forms of labour exploitation and ensure the rights of workers (VNR p. 30, 
58). 

23. Japan Yes Yes  9 (0% child labor as of 2016) 

24. Jordan Yes No The Government has extended the National Framework to Combat Child Labour 2011–2016 to 
all 12 governorates and passed a new Juvenile Law in 2014, which acknowledges that working 
children need special protection (p 53) 

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 8.7 but the reference on page 34 to strong laws 
prohibiting child labour and a Child Labour Division monitoring enforcement and coordinating 
activities to eliminate child labour aligns with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The CRC Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict is ratified to 
address issues regarding child soldiers. (p. 24) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands No No N/A 

32. Nigeria Yes 
(barely) 

Yes 
(barely) 

The Nigeria Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (NERGP) prioritizes programs such as the elimination of 
child genital mutilation, child trafficking and early marriage. (p. 39). Also, as part of the federal Child 
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Protection Initiative, the Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development has established a child 
protection sub-working group with the authority to coordinate Child Welfare Services, particularly in the 
North-Eastern region of Nigeria. (p. 39). 
 
The proportion and number of children aged 5-17 years engaged in child labour is 47.1 %. (p. 80, Table of 
Nigeria’s SDGs Baseline Data, 2016, SDG 8.7.1) 

33. Panama Yes no  

34. Peru Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The VNR reports that the proportion of the population of children aged 5-17 years engaged in child 
labour for 2016 was 26.7% ((p. 38, Annex, SDG 8.7.1). The report does not reference any government 
policies or initiatives whose goal is to eradicate forced labour. 

35. Portugal Yes Yes p.42, 45. This is covered under international commitments of Portugal, referencing different 
Human Rights Conventions.  

 

Specifically, there is also the National Campaign against Undeclared Work, as well as the fight 
against illegal employment and forced labour resorting to illegal migration and trafficking in 
human beings. 

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The VNR states that Thailand recognizes the importance to protect labours and prevent child 
labour and forced labour. There have been thorough investigations of employers and employees 
to ensure protection for workers against wrongful practices. (p.30) 

41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes No Pg. 249 – annex lists Law ratifying the Forced Labor Convention of ILO

The report does not include specific section about the goal. 
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43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 15   
No 28  

8.8: Labour 
rights; safe 
workplaces 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is at tier II, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by country”8; except for SDG 8.8.5, employment rates non-registered, which is at 
tier I (pp. 112, 113) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan adopted “Employment Strategy of the Republic of Azerbaijan” which included programs to 
improve labor regulations and strength social protections of the unemployed and jobseekers (see page 
21).  No further details about these programs were provided.  Additionally, the report states that 
“effective mechanisms” to sanction people or businesses that discriminate on the basis of gender are 
necessary (see page 54).  It does not discuss the nature of the mechanism.   

4. Bangladesh Yes No Bangladesh undertook legislative reforms to ensure the safe and orderly migration for all works, 
including women.  Id. at 11.  However, the report did not comment further.   

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.35, 36 

 

A 2016 action plan is said to include 90 concrete action points, and another that contains 30 
measures developed in cooperation with trade unions, employers and administrations.  

 

Efforts regarding the stimulation entrepreneurship and youth employment were listed out, such 
as the support from the government of Flanders in South Africa through multi-stakeholder 
partnership boosting enterprises and job creation opportunities for young people, the rural 
excluded, and urban poor. 

7. Belize No   

                                                            
8 Id. 
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8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  The Labour Reform in Chile enhanced collective labour right (p. 6) 
 Law 20.786 (2014) modifies holidays’ schedule, composition of private house’s workers and 

prohibits mandatory uniforms in public spaces (p. 39) 

12. Costa Rica Yes no Pg. 29 Chart showing labor rights as dimension of poverty reduction to be addressed, particularly paying 
attention to traditionally excluded populations. 
Pg. 76 budget proposed for funding programs to meet the objective 

13. Cyprus Yes Yes While the report conveys significant amounts of information with respect to employment rates, and 
employment of those that are young, old, chronically ill, or disabled, the report does not discuss the 
rights of migrants or women migrants in the workplace.  See id. at 34-36.  

In particular, the report covers employment targets “within the framework of the Europe 2020 Strategy.”  
Id. at 34.  The targets are 75-77%.  Id.  Various data points on unemployment include: long term 
unemployment rates, sectorial distribution of employment, unemployment by age, etc.  Id.   

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No No  

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes Yes - Introducing National Investment and Manufacturing Zones to strengthen the manufacturing 
centres (pp. 23). 
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- Initiatives to boost employment-heavy segments of the manufacturing sector, such as:  

- Support small and medium enterprises (e.g. tax relief, preferential access to bank 
finance, etc.) (pp. 23) 

- Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (Micro Units Development and Refinance Agency) – 
provides easy credit to small-scale business entrepreneurs (pp. 23) 

- Plans to create jobs and promote export in textile and apparel sector, where women 
constitute 70% of workforce (pp. 23) 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to end all forms of labour exploitation and ensure the 
rights of workers (VNR p. 58). 

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development, with its agencies and partners 
such as the TalenCorp, aims at creating a more conducive working environment and increasing 
the number of women in decision-making positions. (p.23) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes No Abroad (pp. 26):  

- Supports/facilitates partnerships with producing and manufacturing countries where 
stakeholders work towards living wages, better working conditions, and better water and 
waste management (paying special attention to gender equality). 
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32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes No The report references SDG 8.8.1 and SDG 8.8.2 but does not provide any data for the period 2009-2016. 
(p. 38, Annex, SDG 8.8). 

35. Portugal Yes Yes p.45. The NVR mentions the protections offered through Portugal’s legal system, in particular, 
the efforts to integrate the migrant population, including refugees, into the labour market, through 
specific employment and entrepreneurship programmes.  

 

Moreover, the disadvantaged situation of Roma communities were given specific attention 
through measures to promote their better integration and capacity building.  

 

A close dialogue has also been engaged with social partners to find solutions to promote active 
employment policies that focus on more permanent and sustainable integration into the labour 
market.  

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes In 2015, 34 fatal occupational injuries occurred, 32 of which were suffered by men and 2 by 
women. In the same year, the number of non-fatal occupational injuries reported was 31,773, of 
which 57% affected men and 43% women. (p 27) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The Ministry of Labour regularly dispatches onsite visit and inspection to ensure compliance with 
labour protection laws and to safeguard labour rights. (p. 37) 

41. Togo No No NA 
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42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 15   
No 28  

10.2: Political, 
social, and 
economic 
inclusion 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan Yes The SPPRED program includes measures that support vulnerable populations as they enter the workforce 
(see page 21). This aims to contribute to those individuals’ economic and social inclusion (see page 21).  
The report also states that Azerbaijan’s improvements in public health will enhance the social and 
economic welfare of its citizens (see page 22).  It provides examples of its improvements in its public 
health infrastructure, including the enactment of laws such as “On state care for people with diabetes 
mellitus” and “On treatment and prevention of thalassemia” (see page 22).  Azerbaijan has also 
established medical facilities to treat people with HIV/AIDS.  Azerbaijan aims to “leave no one behind” as 
it continues to implement programs related to SDGs (see page 26).  Accordingly, Azerbaijan will focus on 
vulnerable populations such as refugees, disabled people, the elderly and internally displaced persons 
(see page 26).   

4. Bangladesh No No This report did not specifically address this Goal.  Other sections offer little insight.   

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.40, 41 

 

Initiatives include an official Equal Opportunities Commission with representatives from all policy 
areas responsible for drawing up action plans and reporting. The current policy is stated to be 
focused on balanced participation, non-stereotypical imaging and combating gender based 
violence (strong linkage to SDG 5). 

 

There are also efforts in introducing platforms for newcomers to learn Dutch/new languages to 
overcome obstacles in daily lives. For example, “NedBox” allows foreigners to learn Dutch 
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around the clock. Another project named “Handicare” is aimed at improving the services 
available to persons with disability.  

 

The following are initiatives that are reported to fulfil both SDGs 10.2 and 10.4: a Flemish 
Integration Decree aiming at the independent and equal participation of citizens together with an 
implementation policy, and an integration policy commission. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes No The fight against inequality in health, education, nutrition, and protection requires investments in 
the collection, analysis, and use at the opportune time qualitative and quantitative information 
disaggregated – by sex, age, education, wealth, migration status, geographic region, and 
handicap to identify marginalised groups and adjust the programs to each level (15). 

Claims working on target 1.3 will impact this target (21). 

Claims working on target 10.2 will impact 2.1 (22). 

Claims working on target 10.2 will impact 3.4 (28). 

Claims working on target 10.2 will impact 3.7 (29). 

 
9. Botswana Yes No The Report briefly refers to an “Inclusive Education Policy” developed in 2011 “targeting the 

disadvantaged and vulnerable marginalized groups.”  Report at 16.  The report discusses improving 
access to health and education in the context of SDG 11.  Report at 29-30; see also Report at v.  The 
Report does not specifically mention SDG 10.2. 

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  The Law of Inclusion, recently adopted, prohibits the discrimination in the admission in any 
academic institution that receives public resources (p. 13) 

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 8 In 2013, held workshops with excluded populations (those living in poverty, indigenous 
communities, afro descendants, LGBTIQ, migrants and refugees, etc.), followed by workshops with the 
business sector, specialists, and a national survey to determine proposals and solutions for development 
in the country.  
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Pg. 37-38 Summarizes policy discussions from the National Indigenous Meeting that took place in 2016 
to learn about this population’s goals and desires for development  
Pg. 49-50, 57-59 Section on challenges identified by senior citizens, people with disabilities, LGBTIQ and 
Indigenous contributors  
Pg. 62-63 strategy to get women involved in business projects  
Pg. 64-65 challenges for getting people with disabilities, afro-descendants, and LGBTIQ people involved 
in enterprises 
Pg. 66, 69-70 an agenda for women fishers was created, including inclusion in decision-making and 
formation of alliances between agricultural women workers and women fisheries 

Pg. 103 policies to improve inclusion and empowerment of citizens 
13. Cyprus Yes Yes NA 

14. Czech Republic  Yes No Target already been met, although revenue growth of the lower 40% slowed down between 
2007 and 2012 (p 20) 

15. Denmark Yes Yes 123 (statistics provided to show proportion of people living below 50 percent of median income ) 

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No  Report mentions that the Alliance for the Development of Honduran Mosquitia (ADMH) is 
developing framework of inclusive participation and coordination to promote, finance, co-finance, 
manage and implement programs and projects for sustainable and inclusive development with a 
focus on shared territorial rights and governance (pp. 38-39) 

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y Y The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to reduce the intensity of poverty, to fight deviance 
through prevention and social integration of vulnerable individuals, to provide adequate assistance to 
victims and to guarantee migrant’s and asylum seekers0 reception and the full integration of ethnic and 
religious minorities, to combat all forms of discrimination and promote respect for diversity, but does 
not set any deadline,  (VNR p. 23, 31, 56, 60). 
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23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 10.2 but the reference to government interventions to 
ensure greater inclusion in social and economic benefits on page 37 aligns with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg Y Y Luxembourg created the Superior Council for Sustainable Development (SCSD) in 2004 to oversee the 
implementation of the SDGs (see page 11).  The Council is composed of representatives from different 
sectors of society and advises the government on ways to involve individuals in implementing the SDGs 
(see page 11).  Particularly, the SCSD aims to involve civil society in finding solutions to economic, 
ecological and social issues.  For example, in 2017, the SCSD held a workshop for youths age 16-26 to 
identify their expectations and priorities for Luxembourg’s progress in 2030 (see page 11).  Additionally, 
the report states that the government prioritizes equal access to social security as a means of social 
inclusion (see page 20).  Accordingly, Luxembourg signed into effect “the Convention of the United 
Nations on the Rights of the Handicapped” in 2011 (see page 20).  No further details about this 
convention are included.  The report also notes that the government enacted “A law for the receipt of 
foreigners” in 2011 (see page 20).  This law provides support for immigrants as they acclimate to 
Luxembourg’s society (see page 20).  For example, Luxembourg launched “Project Maneteen” in 2015 
which enables local organizations to implement initiatives that assist refugees with accommodation and 
language courses (see page 21).  Finally, as discussed in SDG 4.A the government has reformed education 
programs to include people who have dropped out of school.  For example, Jobelo is an initiative that 
supports students with low qualifications either find vocational training or return to education (see 
page19).   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes In 1991, Malaysia launched Vision 2020, the national aspiration of becoming of a fully developed 
country by 2020 in economic, political, social and cultural terms alike. (p.6) 

 

Transformasi Nasional 2050, a continuation of Vision 2020, is also launched to establish 
Malaysia as a top 20 nation in economic development, social advancement and innovation. (p. 
53) 

28. Maldives Yes Yes Disability Act, Social Security Act and Social Protection Act all passed to create framework to 
support vulnerable populations. No specific information provided on participation and no data or 
indicators provided (page 14). 

29. Monaco No   
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30. Nepal Yes No The Report mentions that Nepal’s new 2015 constitution contains provisions on “social justice and 
inclusion.”  (Report at 8).Yes 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 27):  

- Policies to empower and engage disadvantaged groups, such as:  
o policy encouraging women’s labour and social participation 
o policy on safety of women and LGBT people, and 
o policy promoting gender equality in education. 

 

St Maarten (pp. 27):  

- Policies to empower women and girls (and other such groups), and promote economic, 
social and political inclusion. 

- Action plan to implement St Maarten Integrated Youth Policy (to reduce youth 
unemployment and promote their health). 

- Support youth organisations working to reduce high-risk behaviour among young 
people.  

 

Abroad (pp. 27):  

- Launched the Voice programme in 2016 with budget of €50 million to support CSOs in 
empowering disadvantaged and marginalised groups. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

Nigeria’s VNR report discusses in general terms social and economic inclusion but does not specifically 
refer to SDG 10. The government launched the Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP) in response 
to the economic recession with the aim of restoring growth and promoting national cohesion and social 
inclusion. It focused on restoring growth, investing in people and building a globally competitive 
economy. (p. 5). With social inclusion on their mind, the federal and state governments are emphasizing 
inclusive education and health services in their programs. (p. 50). 

An entire section of the NERGP is dedicated to policy programs designed “to enhance social inclusion 
with the aim of ensuring that no one is left behind.” (p 20). The government has prioritized social 
inclusion within the NERGP with the following objections: “(i) Increase social inclusion by enhancing the 
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social safety net for the poor and the vulnerable; and (ii) address region-specific exclusion challenges, 
particularly in the North East and the Niger Delta.” (p. 20). 

33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes Yes The VNR includes data for SDG 10.2.1: the proportion of people living below 50 per cent of median 
income was 26.2% for 2016. (p. 41, Annex, SDG 10.2). It does not provide any additional information on 
policies and initiatives to empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion of all. 

35. Portugal Yes Yes p.52. This has been mentioned in the NVR as a key to the economic social development of the 
EU.  

All the initiatives mentioned in SDG 10 also contribute to the achievement of social, economic 
and political inclusion of all. Particularly, measures for persons with disabilities are highlighted 
since the group is among the groups most discriminated and thus socially excluded. For 
instance, a new “Social Payment for Inclusion” has been introduced to improve social protection 
and encourage participation of the disabled in the labour market. 

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes The Government is working on an action plan to gradually, before 2030, achieve and maintain a 
higher income growth than the national average for the 40% of the population with the lowest 
income.  Currently, the proportions of the population living on an income less than 50% of the 
median income is greatest for younger ages and among those older than 80. The difference 
between men and women is greatest among those aged over 80, where a greater proportion of 
women has a low income. Among people with disabilities, 28% lack a cash margin (that is the 
margin for unforeseen expenses), and of those with activity compensation and/or disability 
allowance, 35% live in relative poverty. (p 30) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Y  The 12th National Economic and Social Development Plan aims at creating a social system and 
a structure that is just and capable of reducing social disparity. (p. 36)  

 

Also, under the Strategic Plan for the Integration of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy in 
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Development 2014-2017, Thailand placed emphasis on people-centered development to create 
opportunities for people in poverty.  

 
41. Togo Yes Yes While the report neither rooted the discussion of inclusion in the context of Goal 10, nor discussed the 

topic comprehensively, it provided minor references to inclusion pertaining to other goals.  For example, 
the political inclusion of women is included as part of the broader discussion in Goal 5.  Id. at 28-29.  
Likewise, economic inclusion for everyone is discussed in Goal 1.  Id. at 17-24.       

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 48 & 146 mentions social and financial inclusion as part of the government agenda 
Pg. 98 mentions the social inclusion by means of a program targeting children and teenagers 
Pg. 132 mentions a program for scholarships to promote Socioeducational Inclusion 
Pg. 216 indicates laws promoting inclusion of incapacitated 
Pg. 220 indicates goals on inclusion and eradication of discrimination at national and international levels 
Pg. 241-242 contains data on percentage of employment relationship with the government (distinct 
branches, disaggregated by genders and afro descendants) 
Pg. 294 recognizes the need to strengthen the actions to improve the access and inclusion of the LGBTI 
population to health services and have disaggregated indicators for this group 

The report does not include specific section about the goal. 
43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 23   
No 20  

10.3: Equal 
opportunities, 
laws, policies 
and practices 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is at tier II, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by country”9 (p. 119) 

3. Azerbaijan N N/A The report does not directly address Azerbaijan’s efforts to promote equal opportunity.  However, it 
does address poverty reduction, and the promotion of women in the workforce (see SDGs 1.1 and 5.5).  
Additionally, the report states that “effective mechanisms” to sanction people who discriminate on the 
basis of gender are necessary (see page 54).  The SPPRED program includes measures that support 
vulnerable populations who enter the workforce (see page 21). These measures may provide vulnerable 
populations with more equal opportunities for economic and social inclusion. 

                                                            
9 Id. 
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4. Bangladesh Yes Yes Although the report did not explicitly address this Goal, it did describe various measures by which 
Bangladesh is combatting inequality.  For example, the central bank of Bangladesh is providing financing 
services and facilities to millions of people in rural areas, thereby ensuring a higher likelihood of equal 
opportunity for rural populations.  Id. at 13.  Also, the section on SDG 5 discusses several ways by which 
Bangladesh is promoting gender equality.  Id. at 22.   

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.41 

 

Five-year social cohesion plans are reported to develop initiatives within municipalities so that 
each person can live with dignity and that inequalities are reduced in Wallonia. For example, 
Wallonia adopted a decree against discrimination.  

 

The Institute for Equality between Women and Men and the Inter-Federal Centre for Equal 
Opportunities were entrusted with the task of managing discrimination complaints and with 
promoting the decree’s provisions. Over one third of the Walloon municipalities have signed an 
Equal Opportunities Charter. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes No See target 10.2. 

 

Claims working on target 5.1 will impact target 10.3 (30). 

Claims working on target 10.3 will impact target 5.1 (30). 

Claims working on target 5.5 will impact target 10.3 (3). 
9. Botswana Yes Yes The Report discusses programs implemented to reduce income inequality, including agricultural 

programs, implementation of a minimum wage, and a financial assistance policy.  (Report at 7-8) 
10. Brazil No   
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11. Chile Yes No  Law No. 19.611 (1999) establishes the prohibition of discrimination between woman and 
men (p. 37)  

 In 2015, the Ministry of Woman and Gender Equality (Ministerio de la Mujer y la Equidad de 
Género) was created to, among other things, procure the elimination of arbitrary 
discrimination against women (p. 37) 

 Chile highlights discrimination against women as one of its major challenges to attain the 
SDGs (p. 42) 

 The Law of Inclusion adopted in Chile prohibits the discrimination in the admission in any 
academic institution that receives public resources (p. 13) 

12. Costa Rica Yes yes See 5.C, 10.4

13. Cyprus Yes Yes While the report did not discuss this separate from equal pay and ending discriminatory practices, it did 
comment indirectly on these goals.  
 
The report provided an excellent review of initiatives to combat gender income inequality, but failed to 
adequately discuss disability discrimination.  
 
Regarding the first, the report provides that Cyprus promulgated the Equal Pay between Men and 
Women for the Same Work, for Work to which Equal Value is Attributed Law in 2003, and the law has 
been in force since.  Id. at 26.  The European Social Fund co-financed a project, Actions for Reducing the 
Gender Pay Gap, in 2010 to aid combatting the root cause of the problem.  Id. 
 
Regarding the second, the report provides that Cyprus implemented various schemes to incentivize 
companies to employ persons with disabilities.  Id. at 35.  The report did not discuss equal pay for 
persons with disabilities.      

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes No 29 (Denmark will work to secure equal opportunities and eliminate discriminatory legislation) 

16. El Salvador No No N/A 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes No Mentions reducing inequalities as a goal in the introduction but does not delve into details 
beyond the issue of gender equality.  



 

90 
 

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes No - See, 5.C for policies and legislation for gender equality.  

- See, 8.8 for relevant labour policies (pp. 23). 
21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to provide adequate assistance to victims and to 
guarantee migrant’s and asylum seekers0 reception and the full integration of ethnic and religious 
minorities, but does not set any deadline,  (VNR p. 56). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 22 (government plans “Supporting Tools for Establishment of General Business Owner Action 
Plans” and “Projects on Promoting Women’s Participation and Advancement in Small-and-
Medium Enterprises” and corresponding statistics of companies that have formulated action 
plans in accordance, and “Act on Securing of Equal Opportunity and Treatment between Men 
and Women in Employment”), 24 (Government plan “Development Strategy for Gender Equality 
and Women’s Empowerment” to increase hiring of female administrative officers and educate 
50,000 female students from 2016-2018); established “JAPAN-ASEAN Women Empowerment 
Fund” to improve access to financial services for women in poverty) 

24. Jordan Yes No A proposal has been made to amend the Labour Law to eliminate gender discrimination in 
employment and wages (p 46) 

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 10.3 but the reference to the Equalization Fund on page 
37, aimed at correcting the disadvantage of the previously marginalised areas aligns with this 
indicator. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The VNR reports that income inequalities have reduced as indicated by lower Gini Coefficient 
from 0.531 (1970) to 0.401 (2014). (p. 7) 

 

One of the “game changers” of the Eleventh Malaysia Plan includes uplifting B40 households 
towards a middle-class society by ensuring that that they will not miss out the opportunities that 
come with national prosperity. (p. 13) 
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Malaysia also reduced inequalities of income by actively creating employment opportunities; 
maintaining low inflation and adequate standard of living and to provide social safety nets. (p. 
14) 

 

Looking forward, Malaysia is determined to increase the income and economic potential of B40 
households, and to enhance social protection system. (p. 15) 

28. Maldives Yes No Issues only referenced generally in VNR. 

 
29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes No The Report states that the constitution guarantees “the elimination of all forms of discrimination.”  
(Report at ii). 

31. Netherlands Yes No See, 10.4: policies for greater equality (pp. 27). 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The VNR report does not reference SDG 10.3 but discusses the country’s effort to eliminate gender 
disparities (SDG 5.C) and to create equal opportunities for the poor (SDG 4). It states that federal 
lawmakers have realized the urgent need to empower women and the benefits of policy programs such 
as the Gender and Equal Opportunity Bill. (p. 39). It also states that attention is shifting to schools in the 
rural communities in order to ensure equal opportunities for the poor and those at the bottom of the 
economic ladder. (p. 34). 

 
33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 10.3.1 (the proportion of the population reporting having personally felt 
discriminated against or harassed within the previous 12 months on the basis of a ground of 
discrimination prohibited under international human rights law) but left the available columns for 2009-
2016 blank. (p. 41, Annex, SDG 10.3.1). 
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35. Portugal Yes Yes p.52. Many international commitments on reduction of inequalities have been mentioned, in 
particular, those include the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Convention on the 
Elimination of All forms of Racial Discrimination, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights.  

 

Regional efforts to this end overlap with those for SDG 10.4. 

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Sweden has legislation and nation-wide policies to counter discrimination. Legal protection to 
promote equal rights and opportunities and to counteract discrimination has been strengthened 
in recent years. In addition to this, national strategies to ensure equal rights and opportunities 
have been produced for, inter alia, disability policy, LGBT persons, Roma inclusion and for 
racism, similar forms of hostility and hate crimes. An overarching strategy has also been 
produced for the national work on human rights. 

The proportion of the entire population that has been subjected to some kind of offensive 
treatment has decreased somewhat since 2004. In the latest reported period 2013-2016, it was 
more common for women (24%) to be subjected to offensive treatment than men (15%). (pp 30-
31) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Policy to raise minimum wage came into effect on 10 August 2016. More career groups were 
added in the 6th announcement to mainstream the minimum wage policy across all sectors. (p. 
30) 

 

Job centres have been set up for the elderly and disabled persons to ensure that everyone has 
equal opportunity to employment and to decent income. (p.37) 
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41. Togo Yes Yes While the report discussed equal opportunity—especially for women—it did so in the context of other 
related goals.    For example, the report covered several polices aimed at combatting gender inequality in 
the political and economic arenas.  Id. at 17-24, 28-29.   

42. Uruguay Yes No Pg. 96 mentions a law enacted in 2007 on the equality of rights and opportunities between men and 
women. 
Pg. 128 identifies as a goal of the National Gender Council (CNG) to promote the right to better 
opportunities in the labor market (between men and women) – part of goal 5.5 
Pg. 250 lists Law No. 16,045 on the prohibition of discrimination violating the equal opportunity principle 
The report does not include specific section about the goal. 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs(43) Yes 26   

No 17  

10.4: Policies 
for greater 
equality 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes  No  VNR indicates that SDG is is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by countr[y]”10 (p. 119) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N The report states that Azerbaijan enacted protections for low-income people through its social benefit 
and pension systems (see page 37).  In 2016, 339.1 million AZN were spent to finance social benefits and 
pension (see page 37).  Special attention is required for vulnerable populations who might require 
additional protections (see page 37).  As discussed in SDGs 8.8 and 10.3, the report states that “effective 
mechanisms” to sanction people or businesses that discriminate on the basis of gender are necessary 
(see page 54).   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes While the report did not explicitly address this Goal, it did describe various measures by which 
Bangladesh is implementing polices for greater equality, especially in the context of poverty and gender 
as discussed in previous sections.   

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.40, 41 

                                                            
10 Id. 
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The report mentions the increase in minimum pensions of self-employed workers as one of its 
social protection policies.  

 

Also, Belgium is implementing the OECD’s Base Erosion and Profit Shifting Action Plan and is 
increasing its efforts against tax avoidance. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana Yes Yes Adopted a national policy on gender and development in 2015 and a national strategy for ending gender-
based violence.  Report at 25, 27. 

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica Yes Yes While the report did not discuss SDG 10 specifically, these goals and the solutions are embedded in 
various other parts of the report, and in particular in Goals 5 and 8.  

13. Cyprus Yes Yes  

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes No 7 (notes Demark is a “frontrunner in sustainable development” with a generous social safety 
net), 29 (Denmark will work to secure equal opportunities and eliminate discriminatory 
legislation) 

16. El Salvador Yes No  El Salvador seeks to enlarge the availability of public finance through a fiscal agreement (p. 
13) 

17. Ethiopia Yes Yes The VNR report notes major policies that seek to achieve greater gender equality but does reference any 
other areas of inequality. Thus, the VNR focuses primarily on SDG 5.C and does not truly cover SDG 10.4. 
Data is included for policies and laws that are relevant only to gender inequality. Moreover, there is no 
mention of fiscal and wage protection.   

- “Major implementation strategies in the Women Policy and Strategies of the government 
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include … women-based regulations are repealed and replaced by rules and regulations that 
promote benefits for women and traditional anti-women perceptions are removed 
progressively.” (p. 29-30). 

Apart from gender equality, the only mention in the report of equality pertains to “equality of the human 
and democratic rights of the people of Ethiopia” and to principles of equality in general. 

- “Ensuring the equality of the human and democratic rights of the people of Ethiopia has been 
the government’s commitment over and above eradicating poverty. Ethiopia showed also 
remarkable benevolence by keeping open border for immigrants who fled their country to 
escape man-made and natural disasters. Indeed, these have been acknowledged internationally 
there by attesting to Ethiopia’s respect for keeping peoples human and democratic rights and 
following principles of equality.” (p. 19). 

 
18. Guatemala No No  

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes No See, 5.C for policies and legislation for gender equality. 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to promote environmental taxation, but does not set 
any deadline (VNR p. 75). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 24 (Government plan “Development Strategy for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment” 
to increase hiring of female administrative officers and educate 50,000 female students from 
2016-2018); established “JAPAN-ASEAN Women Empowerment Fund” to improve access to 
financial services for women in poverty) 

24. Jordan Yes No A proposal has been made to amend the Labour Law to eliminate gender discrimination in 
employment and wages (p 46) 

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 10.4 but (i) it is stated on page 2 that “in its commitment 
to ensure that no one is left behind, the Government has been and will continue to implement a 
number of social protection programmes” and (ii) the programmes listed on page 38 are stated 
to have been implemented with the “aim of addressing the plight of the disadvantaged in society, 
combat poverty and promote equity” which aligns with this indicator. 
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26. Luxembourg Y N The report notes that Luxembourg has a ministry dedicated to promoting economic social inclusion (see 
page 24).  The ministry enables people from potentially disenfranchised social groups to become 
involved in the economy (see page 24).  The ministry also supports entrepreneurs in their endeavours 
(see page 24).  No additional information about the types of support was provided.  

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The VNR states that despite there are 42 social protection programmes implemented, there is 
still inadequate protection for those working in the informal economy and foreign migrant 
workers. (p. 14) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 27):  

- Combine solid social security system with progressive taxation. 
- Successful policies to raise low-income employee’s living standards. 
- Policies to empower and engage disadvantaged groups, such as:  

o policy encouraging women’s labour and social participation 
o policy on safety of women and LGBT people, and 
o policy promoting gender equality in education. 

 

St Maarten (pp. 27):  

- Use fiscal wage and social protection policies and reforms to ensure sustained growth 
for bottom 40% of the population at a higher-than-average rate. 

 

Abroad (pp. 27):  

- Formed a coalition with Kenya in 2016 (at the UN High-Level Forum for Sustainable 
Development) to start fighting inequality at an early stage. 

- Fund Leadership and Opportunities for Women and the Leading from the South 
programme to tackle gender inequality. 
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- Under SDG 15, promote legal rights for women and men regarding access to, and the 
use, ownership and management of land (pp. 33). 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The report does not discuss the adoption of policies for greater equality other than the policies aimed at 
ensuring gender equality. (See above SDG 5.C).  
The only reference to SDG 10.4 pertains to data in terms of the percentage of social protection transfers. 
For the labour share of GDP, comprising wages and social protection transfers, the baseline finding is 
20.99%. (p. 81, Table of Nigeria’s SDGs Baseline Data, 2016, SDG 10.4.1). 
Also, the total government spending in social protection and employment programs for youths as a 
percentage of the national budget is 17.85%. The total government spending in social protection and 
employment programs for youths as a percentage of GDP is 0.95%. (p. 80, Table of Nigeria’s SDGs 
Baseline Data, 2016, SDG 8.b.1). 

 
33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 10.4.1 (the labour share of GDP that includes wages and social protection 
transfers) but left the available columns for 2009-2016 blank. (p. 41, Annex, SDG 10.4.1). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.52, 53 

 

Promotion of equality, social and labour policy is said to be “key to the economic and social 
development of the European Union”. Example given include the Charter of Fundamental Rights 
of the European Union and the European Convention of Human Rights. 

 

There are other cooperation with partner countries that achieve this SDG – for example, the 
preparation and implementation of Strategic Cooperation Programmes. The Project 
ACTION/Portugal 2015-2018 is also created with the aim of contributing to raise the coverage of 
social protection systems. 
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Acknowledging that Portugal is one of the OECD countries with the highest income inequality 
rates, the country has developed measures to combat discrimination such as the guaranteed 
minimum wage and the Agenda for Equality in Labour Market. 

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Sweden has legislation and nation-wide policies to counter discrimination. Legal protection to 
promote equal rights and opportunities and to counteract discrimination has been strengthened 
in recent years. In addition to this, national strategies to ensure equal rights and opportunities 
have been produced for, inter alia, disability policy, LGBT persons, Roma inclusion and for 
racism, similar forms of hostility and hate crimes. An overarching strategy has also been 
produced for the national work on human rights. (p 30) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The Government, together with the private sector and the civil society, established the Public 
Private Steering Committee with the purpose of reducing inequalities and strengthening the 
country’s ability to compete. (p. 59) 

 

Internet access is also described in the VNR as a catalyst for the country’s development and 
reduces inequality between people living in urban and rural areas. Thailand plans to expand its 
high-speed broadband system to cover the whole country at an affordable price to provide 
people with the opportunity to equally benefit from all digital technologies. (p.59) 

 
41. Togo Yes Yes While the report discussed equal opportunity—especially for women—it did so in the context of other 

related goals.    For example, the report covered several polices aimed at combatting gender inequality in 
the political and economic arenas.  Id. at 17-24, 28-29.   

The report specifically did not discuss wage protection.   
42. Uruguay No No  
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43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 24   
No 19  

10.5: 
Regulation of 
global financial 
markets and 
institutions 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan Y Y Azerbaijan has joined 22 major multilateral international environmental conventions and treaties and 56 
International Labor Organization (ILO) conventions (see page 61).  Azerbaijani officials cooperate with 
the United Nations (UN), Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the 
European Union (EU), European Partners Against Corruption, the International Association of Anti-
Corruption Authorities and several other organizations that attempt to reduce corruption and 
multinational crime (see page 61).   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.41 

 

The federal parliament passed legislations against “vulture funds” – the law is reported to be 
“first of its kind globally and approved overwhelmingly by the country’s main political parties”. 

 

Within boarder European efforts to regulate the financial sector, the Belgian federal government 
is stated to have strengthened regulation on “the development of financial products, protecting 
financial consumers, addressing loopholes in the legislation and streamlining rules where 
possible”. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  
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9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus No No While the report does not comment specifically on this goal, it does address how Cyprus was significantly 
affected by the global finance crisis, resulting in prolonged economic contraction.  Accordingly Cyprus 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding on Specific Economic Policy Conditionality with EC/ECB/IMF 
and underwent a macroeconomic Adjustment Program.  Id. at 58.   

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy No   

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   
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25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg Y N Luxembourg has joined several international partnerships related to climate change (see SDG 10.6).  The 
report does not indicate whether Luxembourg has joined other organizations that regulate and/or 
monitor global financial markets and institutions.     

27. Malaysia No No N/A 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes No Abroad (pp. 27):  

- Invest in programmes to strengthen tax systems abroad. 
- Encourage private investment in least developed countries. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The report does not discuss improvements in the regulation and monitoring of global financial markets 
and strengthening of the implementation of such regulations. It only references SDG 10.5.1 in its Annex 
and provides data on the baseline findings for the financial soundness indicators: capital adequacy 
(5.91%), asset quality (5.32%), and earnings and profitability (2.50%). (p. 81, Table of Nigeria’s SDGs 
Baseline Data, 2016, SDG 10.5.1). 

 
33. Panama Yes no  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 10.5.1 (the financial soundness indicators) but does not include any data for 
2016, only for 2014 and 2015. (p. 41, Annex, SDG 10.5). 

35. Portugal No No This is not mentioned in the NVR. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   
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38. Sweden Yes No Steps have also been taken to increase transparency to reduce transaction costs relating to 
remittances. (p 31) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand No No N/A 

41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 10   
No 33  

10.6: 
Representation 
in global 
economic 
markets and 
institutions 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.42 

 

“Belgium has actively supported the process of governance review”, and takes “a constructive 
stances regarding discussions on further quota revisions where it pleads for the protection of the 
voting rights of the poorest countries”. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  
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9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  Chile’s Agency for International Cooperation (Agencia de Cooperación Internacional de 
Chile) is entrusted with distributing financial resources to developing countries (p. 64) 

 The South-South Fund (Fondo Sur-Sur) with Mexico distribute support from both countries 
and third parties (p. 64) 

 Chile’s Initiative is an innovative scheme that is funded by Chile’s government and 
international flight’s passages and supports starvations and poverty throughout the world (p. 
64) 

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus No No The report briefly accounts measures adopted by Cyprus to support developing states.  For example, 
Cyprus “supports small island developing states that need enhanced support to meet the challenge of 
climate change to which they are must vulnerable.”  Id. at 9.  Furthermore, Cyprus is active in developing 
the agricultural production in developing counties.  Id. at 18.  In addition, scholarships are provided to 
students from developing countries.  Id.  However, these do not relate to giving the LDCs a voice.   

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes No 19 (lists Denmark’s target of “Using EU trade policy to ensure open markets and a trade system 
that supports growth globally, including in the least developed countries”) 

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes No Emphasized the need for global and regional cooperation (pp. viii, 26-28). 

21. Indonesia No No  
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22. Italy No   

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg Y N Luxembourg entered into several strategic partnerships related to environmental protection (see page 
41).  These include the Luxembourg-EIB Climate Finance Project (between Luxembourg and the European 
Bank of Investment) and IFC-Green Cornerstore Bond Fund (between Luxembourg and the International 
Finance Committee).  Both partnerships provide funds to developing countries to install “green” energy 
systems (see page 41).  Additionally, the report states that Luxembourg has joined the Climate Task 
Force, alongside 28 members of the European Union (see page 40).  The Climate Task Force works on a 
multinational level to fund projects that combat climate change (see page 40).    

27. Malaysia No No The South-South Cooperation established through the Malaysian Technical Cooperation 
Programme enabled Malaysia to cooperate and share developing experiences with other 
developing countries. (p.37) 

 

Malaysia’s chairmanship of ASEAN in 2015 also contributed to the development of the ASEAN 
Economic Community Blueprint 2025 to deepen economic integration of the region. (p. 37) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes No Brief reference to “access to international markets” as an agenda item left unfinished.  (Report at ii).  
Also a brief quote stating that achieving the SDGs is “a shared responsibility” in which international 
financial institutions play a role.  (Report at 34). 

31. Netherlands No No N/A 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama Yes yes  
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34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 10.6.1 (proportion of members and voting rights of developing countries in 
international organizations) but left the available columns for 2009-2016 blank. (p. 41, Annex, SDG 
10.6.1). 

 
35. Portugal No No This is not mentioned in the NVR. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Sweden wants low and middle-income countries to be given greater influence in international 
economic and financial institutions in line with their growing role in the global economy. For 
example, in order to make way for developing countries, Sweden and other European countries 
have reduced their voting power in the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. (p 31) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand No No N/A 

41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 9   
No 32  

10.7: Safe 
migration & 
Migration 
Policies  

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh Yes No This is briefly discussed.  The report writes that “[t]o ensure and promote safe, regular and responsible 
migration in line with the SDG target 10.7, the Government of Bangladesh has been engaging itself with 
different regional and global forums such as Colombo Process (CP), Abu Dhabi Dialogue (ADD), Budapest 
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Process, Global Forum on Migration and Development (GFMD), Global Compact on Migration (GCM).”  
Id. at 43. 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.41, 42 

 

The NVR mentions the publication of a practical guide on training and employment for asylum 
seekers and refugees in September 2016 – through which the Federation of Enterprises in 
Belgium provides answers to questions from employers who wish to recruit unemployed asylum 
seekers and refugees.  

 

Belgium has taken up the presidency of the Robat Process since March 2017 (one of the 
dialogue mechanisms on migration between EU Member States) and a new action plan has 
been formulated (to be implemented in 2018).  

 

It is also reported that Belgium is an “active participant to the thematic consultations that are 
taking place in order to conclude a 2018 UN Compact on safe and orderly migration”. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  The country recognizes that pecial attention and support needs to be invested in migrants, 
as a means to reduce poverty (pp. 16, 24) 

 Decree No. 67 was implemented in 2015 and it incorporates migrants without visa to some 
benefits programs of the State (p. 35) 
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12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus Yes  No While not rooted in the context of Goal 10, Cyprus provides some commentary on safe migration 
measures.  In particular, “Cyprus supports the ongoing preparatory process on developing a Global 
Compact on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration.”  Id. at 10.  Furthermore, “Cyprus is prepared to share 
its expertise and play a leading role in the Mediterranean region for the establishment of synergies and 
partnerships that will aim in helping Refugees and Migrants to adjust to the new culture and 
environment as well as to make good use of their qualifications.  Id.   

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to end all forms of labour exploitation and ensure the 
rights of workers, but does not set any deadline (VNR p. 58). 
 

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan Yes No Jordan has adopted various plans and responses to address the situation in Syria and the 
waves of refugees and displaced people coming into Jordan (pp 28, 53).  There is no information 
on migration plans in general. 

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 10.7 but it is stated on page 37 that Kenya has a draft 
Migration Policy and a Regional Migration Policy Framework and a National Coordination 
Mechanism on Migration that aligns with this indicator. 
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26. Luxembourg N N The report outlines several programs that the government has established to welcome and integrate 
immigrants to Luxembourg (see page 20-21 and SDG 10.2). 

27. Malaysia No No N/A 

28. Maldives Yes No Government program of moving people from smaller to larger islands with more services. 
Creation of large man-made island, “Hulhumale”, to cater for this growth (pages 14 and 19). No 
data provided. 

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Abroad (pp. 28): 

- Invest in infrastructure, job creation, and basic services to provide refugees with 
adequate and sustainable shelter in their country of origin.  

- Plays a guiding role in EU’s Regional Development and Protection Programme in the 
Horn of Africa, which seeks innovative ways to strengthen protection, social cohesion, 
and livelihoods for refugees and host communities. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes (barel The report references SDG 10.7.2 in the Annex and states that Nigeria has implemented well-managed 
migration policies. (p. 81, Table of Nigeria’s SDGs Baseline Data, 2016, SDG 10.7.2). It does not provide 
any further information. 

33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 10.7.1 (recruitment cost borne by employee as a proportion of yearly income 
earned in country of destination) but left the available columns for 2009-2016 blank. (p. 41, Annex, SDG 
10.7.1). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.55. This is extensively reported – a number of measures are set out. 

 

Portugal is reported to have a long migration history, and a strong political consensus on the 
benefits of migration. The “cross cutting, inter-ministerial successful and monitored migration 
and integration policies” include: the Portuguese High Commission for Migration and the 
Strategic Plan for Migration for 2015-2020 (which seeks to align national policy on the country to 
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a new, complex and challenging migration reality while addressing issues such as combating the 
demographic deficit, consolidating the integration and empowerment of communities living in 
Portugal, the inclusion and empowerment of new nationals, international mobility, enhancement 
of the attractiveness of the country and the linkage between immigration and emigration, as well 
as support for the return and reintegration of emigrants. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes In 2015, Sweden received 163 000 asylum seekers and in 2016 around 30 000 persons. For 
many years, Sweden has been a driving force for better international cooperation on migration 
and worked actively for the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to be incorporated into 
the UN. This is seen as an important part of the work to create conditions for an effective 
migration policy. In July 2016, the Government presented a long-term reform program for 
reduced segregation in 2017-2025. (p 31) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand No No N/A 

41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 12   
No 31  

11.1: Safe 
Housing 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  In Argentina, enhancement of access to housing is a means to attain sustainable 
development (p. 54) 

 The “Federal Support” program (Abordage Federal) provides monetary assistance to people 
in vulnerable situations, principally indigenous people, children under 14, pregnant women, 
individuals with disabilities, and elderly people over 70. The assistance consist on deposits 
on accounts associated to cards that can be utilized in different affiliated establishments (p. 
67)  

 “National Housing Plan” (Plan Nacional de Vivienda) is sought to provide 120,000 homes in 
the following 3 years. More than 65,000 homes have been completed to the present time. 
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This program also provides 30 years mortgages with low rates (p. 68) 
 By 2019, Argentina has sought to reduce half of the population that has deficient housing 

and irregular title over it. The percentage of population in this situation, based on 2010 
census, is 6%. This problem shall be eradicated by 2030, as the SDG mandates (p. 74) 

 VNR indicates that SDG is is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by countr[y]”11 (p. 120) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan enacted “Minimum living standards,” “Targeted state social assistance,” “social benefits” and 
Labor pension” to improve access to safe housing (see page 21).  Within the framework of this 
legislation, Azerbaijan attempted to improve access to electricity, heat and gas supply (see page 21).  
Azerbaijan enacted “On approval of strategic roadmaps for the national economy and main economic 
sectors” in 2016.  One of Azerbaijan’s 12 strategic roadmaps” includes improving access to affordable 
housing (see page 22).  No details about how the government would accomplish access to affordable 
housing were included in the report.    

4. Bangladesh Yes No The report does not directly analyse recent developments in promoting safe housing within the context 
of Goal 11.1.  However, the report does discuss establishing households that are disaster resilient as a 
measure to help decrease extreme poverty.  Id. at 9.  

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.43 

 

Both temporary solutions and more structural ones are envisaged. For example, the “Housing 
First” model home was introduced to support homeless people in their move into permanent 
housing as quickly as possible – this “improved housing retention and health conditions in 
comparison to other groups of homeless people.  

 

The poverty reduction strategy of the Walloon region includes a series of measures aimed at the 
provision of access to housing as well as improvements in terms of housing quality and energy 
efficiency. 

                                                            
11 Id. 
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7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes No The report discusses the need for access to safe and sanitary housing, particularly in the slums, 
focusing on vulnerable individuals (15). 

Claims working on target 11.1 will impact target 3.3 (27). 

Claims working on target 11.1 will impact target 3.4 (28). 

Claims working on target 11.1 will impact target 3.7 (29). 

Claims working on target 9.1 will impact target 11.1 (32). 
9. Botswana Yes No SDG 11.1 not mentioned.  Brief references are made to a “Presidential housing scheme” and a “Destitute 

Persons Programme” that includes provisions for shelter.  Report at 16. 
10. Brazil Y N - A brief reference to the Home Renovation Card Program granting subsidies for the purchase of 

building materials and technical assistance of civil construction professionals to beneficiary families, 
enabling renovation, expansion or conclusion of housing units.   

11. Chile Yes Yes  Housing constitutes one of the 4 dimensions to analyse multidimensional poverty in Chile (p. 
58) 

 From 2013 to 2015, from 14.4%, now only 11.7% of the people with housing is in poverty (p. 
59) 

 Housing and environment is the third most important factor contributing to multidimensional 
poverty in Chile (p. 62) 

 19% of the population has scarce housing, 3.6% scarce basic services, and 9.9% resulted 
scarce on the “environment” index (p. 61) 

 19% of the population has non-habitable housing (p. 21) 
 Agreements have been made within the government to increase support to provide housing 

to women victims of violence (p. 41) 
 Chile contemplates the creation of efficient and sustainable infrastructure for housing as one 

of its main challenges moving forward with the SDGs (p. 48) 

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus Yes No While limited in length, the report provides helpful information on housing measures aimed to ensure 
access to adequate and affordable housing.  In particular, the Service for Displaced Persons, while 
originally established to help internally displaces persons, manages “housing plans for IDPs . . . , persons 
with disabilities, families with three or more children, single-parent households and more.”  Id. at 44.  
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There are also incentives for the construction of affordable housing; however, the incentives may lower 
the quality of life of the inhabitants.  See id.     

14. Czech Republic  Yes Yes States that it has partially met this goal. SDG 11 is particularly important for the development of 
the Czech Republic due to the country’s residential settlement structure with a relatively high 
number of administrative units (over 6,200) and the increasing divergence of structurally 
disadvantaged regions. (p 27) 

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No N/A 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes Yes Does not list as separate indicator but mentions specific goal to reduce housing deficit by 4% by 
2020 under poverty indicator.  

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes No ‘Housing for All by 2022’ initiative – credit-linked interest subsidies provided to poor households 
for constructing houses (pp. vi, 10). 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to reduce inadequate housing, to guarantee high 
environmental performance of buildings infrastructure and open spaces, to boost urban regeneration, 
ensure sustainable urban accessibility and mobility, but does not set any deadline (VNR p. 25, 50, 51). 
 

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Relevant policies include National Housing Policy (DRN) 2013-2017 and DRN 2.0 2018-2022. 
(p.49) 
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28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No Brief reference to need to partner with private sector to build housing, but does not reference access to 
safe housing for all.  (Report at 31). 

31. Netherlands No No Netherlands (pp. 28):  

- ‘City Agenda’ – 12 priorities, including inclusion of migrants and refugees, urban poverty, 
air quality, housing, urban mobility, etc. 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama yes yes  

34. Peru Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The report provides data for the proportion of urban population living in slums, informal settlements or 
inadequate housing for the period 2009-2016. In 2016, the number was 45.9%. (p. 42, Annex, SDG 
11.1.1). The VNR does not discuss any policies aimed to ensure access for all to adequate and safe 
housing and basic services.  

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.57 

 

Right to adequate housing is constitutionally enshrined and reported in detail the NVR. 

 

Various regional commitments are mentioned to this end – for example, Portugal’s commitment 
in the Europe 2020 Strategy and adoption of the Pact of Amsterdam. 

 

The NVR highlights the National Housing Strategy 2015-2031 as an instrument to allow for the 
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articulation of sustainable urban solutions, with the primary aim of creating conditions that 
facilitate the access of housing.  

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes 85% of Swedish citizens live in urban areas, no slums exist in any conventional sense; virtually 
all homes in Sweden’s cities have functioning water, sewage, heating and orderly street 
networks with lighting and functioning waste management. However, there is a certain level of 
overcrowding (basically when there is more than one person per bedroom). (p 32) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The Pracharath Housing Project and Improvement of the Homeless’ Quality of Life Project, 
under the 10-Year Housing Development Plan (2016-2025) developed by the Ministry of Social 
Development and Human Security are established to provide housing for the poor.(p. 9) 

 

The National Housing Authority and the Community Organizations Development are responsible 
for developing housing for low income people and the homeless. (p. 39) Additionally, the 
Government Housing Bank also provides concessional housing loan for low and medium income 
population. (p. 40) 

 

Moving forward, the Government is considering the draft 20-Year Strategic plan for Housing 
Development (2017-2037) to, among all, strengthen housing finance and promote integrated 
housing management. (p.40) 

 
41. Togo Yes Yes While this Goal is not discussed explicitly or comprehensively, the report contains evidence alluding to 

various measures and statistics on adequate or safe housing.  In particular, the report provides 
information on the amount of households that that contain bathroom facilities and are resistant to 
climate change.  Id. at 18-19.   
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42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 34 mentions new policies with respect to the housing and inhabitation, with no specific information 
about the policies 
Pg. 37-38 contains data on the indigent individuals and censuses on the homeless individuals 
Pg. 40-42 contains information and data gathered on “multidimensional poverty”, considering as one of 
the fundamental economic, social and cultural rights (and therefore, factors for the information 
collected) the right to adequate housing 
Pg. 49-50 contains data on the access to basic services by places / regions 
Pg. 215 indicates that the Ministry of Housing, Territorial Planning and the Environment 
(MVOTMA), and the Office of Planning and Budget (OPP) are working on the creation of a system of 
indicators on the right to adequate housing as a methodological tool for the approach to housing policies 
Pg. 322-323 contains data on the proportion of population living in places with access to basic services 
Pg. 325 indicates the evolution of the public budget disaggregated by housing and community services 
Pg. 378 indicates the percentage of the expenditures for housing based on the original approved budget 

The report does not include specific section about the goal. 
43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 21   
No 22  

11.2: Safe 
Transport 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is at tier II, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by country”12 (p. 121) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan has invested in improving its roadways (see page 54-55).  According to the Ministry of 
Technology, Azerbaijan now has an advanced transport system containing 19,000 km of roads (see page 
55).  In 2016, the level of freight and passenger transportation was respectively 1.1 and 1.4 times greater 
than in 2010.  Train service has also been expanded (see page 55).  

4. Bangladesh Yes No While not discussed in the confines of Goal 11, the report discusses what measures the Government is 
pursuing to ensure adequate road safety.  These measures include engineering requirements for 
constructing safe roads, regular enforcement of traffic laws, awareness campaigns on road safety, and a 
digital vehicle management system.  Id. at 21.   

5. Belarus No No  

                                                            
12 Id. 
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6. Belgium Yes Yes p.43 

 

Belgian authorities are developing and deploying intelligent transport system in order to address 
issues related to road safety, congestion, accessibility and energy saving measures. 

 

In regards of sustainable mobility, the Walloon government set up a plan which encompasses a 
whole series of actions aimed at improving the conditions of cycling and significantly increasing 
its use in the region by 2020. Initiatives launched include: funding to pilot municipalities, 
awareness raising, and improvements to cycling infrastructures. Municipalities themselves are 
also drafting mobility plans, focusing on soft mobility and incorporating measures benefiting 
vulnerable road users. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 62 discusses policies and planned improvements 

Pg. 63-64 challenges 
13. Cyprus Yes Yes Cyprus offers an impressive array of transportation initiatives with a focus on large metropolitan areas.  

The urban transport policies reflect policy adopted by the European Union on “sustainable urban 
mobility.”  Id. at 43.  In addition to a nation plan, the nation’s individual cities developed and adopted 
municipal plans.  For example, officials developed the Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan for Nicosia in 
2010, and similar plans are in development for other large cities.  Id. at 43.     

14. Czech Republic  No   
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15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No N/A 

17. Ethiopia Yes Yes The VNR reports on the implementation of road safety programs, such as the Ten Year National Road 
Safety Action Plan. The report does not reference any expansion of public transport or pay special 
attention to the needs of those in vulnerable situations, women and children, persons with disabilities 
and older persons. No data is quoted; the report does not identify baselines and targets. No stakeholders 
are quoted. The needs of stakeholders are identified only in terms of the government providing 
transportation services as necessary for the increasing population, expanding cities and trade. (p. 6). 

- “Expanding quality road infrastructure, building the capacity to prevent and reduce traffic 
accidents, preparing legal frameworks, appropriate management of traffic accidents and 
casualties constitute the priority policy directions adopted. Thus, there has been a strong 
government commitment to render the traffic management of the country and to reduce loss of 
lives, injuries and damages to properties by making use of information technology, by building 
the capacities of professionals in state-of-the-art road transport system and by building modern 
road transport system.” (p. 16). 
 

- “With respect to road infrastructure development the government allocates considerable 
resources for road construction. In order to increase road accessibility, to ascertain road safety 
and to improve economic and social services, the government has built express roads which 
reduced traffic jams and accidents.” (p. 16). 

 
18. Guatemala No No  

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes Yes - Included as a part of infrastructure initiatives: 

- 8,231 km of national highways constructed during 2016-17 (pp. 22) 
- Expansion of waterways, rail lines, pavements, and cycle tracks is planned (pp. vii, 22) 
- Prime Minister’s Rural Roads Programme – all-weather roads connecting many rural 

habitations (pp. 10) 

- Brief mention of investment initiatives to finance the construction of roads and railways (pp. 22-
23). 
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21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to promote healthy lifestyles and strengthen 
preventive healthcare systems, to boost urban regeneration, ensure sustainable urban accessibility and 
mobility, to increase sustainable mobility or people and goods, but does not set any deadline (VNR p. 34, 
51, 83). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 23 (description of “Act on Promotion of Smooth Transportation, etc. of Elderly Persons, Disabled 
Persons”) 

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 11.2 but the reference to the establishment of a mass 
transit system for Greater Nairobi and the development of Standard Gauge Rail on page 39 align 
with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg Y Y Luxembourg enacted “Le Pacte logement” in 2008 to address the lack of affordable housing (see page 
18).  “Le Pacte logement” encourages landowners to put their land on the market, assists low-income 
citizens with installing energy efficient utilities, and addresses overcrowding in dense, urban areas (see 
page 18).   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Between 2010 and 2015, Malaysia’s road network increased 58%, providing accessibility, 
mobility and connectivity that accelerated the growth of urban and rural areas. Port of Tanjung 
Pelepas and Port Klang were listed among the world’s Top 20 container ports. (p. 26, 27) 
Relevant policy includes the Road Safety Plan of Malaysia 2014-2020. (p.49) 

 

Moving forward, Malaysia’s Eleventh Malaysian Plan (Strategic Thrusts 3,4,5,6) will aim at 
enhancing connectivity and seamless integration across transport modes and regions; improving 
safety and efficiency of transport operations. (p. 28) The Government is also formulating a 
National Transport Policy, with an emphasis on low-carbon mobility. (p. 30)  

28. Maldives Yes No “Integrated Transport Networks” policy launched to link the entire country through a “well 
organised transport network” (page 14-15). No data provided and no specific methods of 
measuring access to transport.   

29. Monaco Y N At the national level:
All residents of Monaco, commuters and tourists, have access to a performing transport network (bus, 
bikes self-service, car-sharing cars ...), at an attractive price, guaranteeing a complete mesh of the 
territory. 
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30. Nepal Yes Yes The Report states that Nepal has improved its infrastructure, with better road and air transport.  The 
length of roads reached 82,412km in 2016, with 14% of the roads paved.  51% of people have access to a 
paved road within 30 minutes’ walk.  (Report at iii, 19).  Nepal also has a 20 year roads plan and a five 
year road sector strategy, although the details of these are not clear.  (Report at 9). 

31. Netherlands No No Abroad (pp. 13):  

- 9 million people benefitted from infrastructure projects (roads and public utilities). 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The report only discusses improvements in the transportation system but does not mention providing 
access to safe transportation to all, specifically those in vulnerable situations. The only reference to 
improvements in transportation is in terms of what the Lagos State government has done on its own: it 
has invested heavily on infrastructure through the introduction of better transportation modes (BRT 
lanes, improvement of road infrastructure such as more bus shelters and the installation of more traffic 
signal lights to ease traffic flow). (p. 44).  
 
Also, the report notes that loans were provided by the China EXIM Bank to fund critical infrastructure in 
Nigeria in terms of roads, transportation, water and power supply. (p. 60). 

 
33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 11.2.1 (the proportion of population that has convenient access to public 
transport, by sex, age and persons with disabilities) but left the available columns for 2009-2016 blank. 
(p. 42, Annex, SDG 11.2.1). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.59, 60. In terms of sustainability, the report addresses CO2 emission challenges. 

 

For affordability and accessibility, it mentions that transport accounts for 15% of household 
budgets (largest expenditure after housing) and there is a great challenge where the country 
faces an intensive use of road transport – the national policy of transport addresses this problem 
by tackling four main areas: (i) decentralization of the Transport Authority, which can improve the 
transparency and economic efficiency of the system; (ii) reduce cost and increase supply of 
public transport; (iii) promotion of a policy of positive discrimination of the most fragile groups 
through the support of “Social +” and “Pass Sub23” to benefit the financially disadvantaged and 
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the youth; and (iv) de-carbonization by changing taxation on cars 

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan Yes Yes  

40. Thailand Yes Yes The VNR reports that the rate of deaths due to traffic road accidents ranked second highest in 
the world in 2015. The Government has revised and enforced road safety laws to help drivers to 
use the road more properly and to reduce accidents, injuries and deaths, as well as launched a 
series of campaign to create awareness and promote proper behaviour by focusing on 
eliminating risks such as speed and drunk driving etc. (p. 16) 

 

Thailand’s 20-Year Draft Strategy for Transport Systems Development (2017-2036) corresponds 
with the 12th National Economic and Social Development Plan and the 20-Year National Strategy 
Framework. It emphasizes the sustainable development all modes of transport, namely road, 
rail, sea and air. (p. 32) It also aims at promoting effective, green, safe, and inclusive transport. 
(p. 33) In particular, the Government has been promoting daily usage of bicycles and is currently 
accelerating the construction of safe bicycle routes in all regions for both transportation and 
tourism. (p.43) 

 

The Ministry of Transport has developed the Universal Design concept; enacted laws and 
regulations aiming to provide basic facilities for elderly and persons with disabilities, and 
developed transportation service buildings that incorporate concepts of Universal Design and 
Service Design in order to eliminate barriers to access to public transports. (p. 41) 

 
41. Togo No No While the report mentioned efforts to invest in roads, and conventions for safer navigation at sea, the 

report did not contain any information particular relevant for this Goa.  See id. at 30, 33. 
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42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 21   

No 22  
11.3: Inclusive 
Urbanization 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by countr[y]”13 (p. 120) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan’s urban population increased by 26.58% from 2000-2017 (see page 15).  The report also states 
that Azerbaijan has increased its public transportation system (see SDG 11.2).  The report also notes that 
the Azerbaijani government aims to conserve natural resources (see page 57).  This is especially 
important as Azerbaijan expands its industry and urban populations (see page 56-57).   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.44 

 

This is extensively reported, with details provided for measures taken in the Brussels Capital 
Region, and measures taken by the Walloon government and the Flemish government. 

 

For example, measures taken aimed at greening public spaces, new legislation compiling 
various rules and regulations on territorial development and urbanization, and urban renewal 
projects.  

                                                            
13 Id. 
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City-specific initiatives are also mentioned, such as the establishment/enlargement of pedestrian 
areas in Ghent, Brussels, or Antwerp. 

 

On the other hand, the Belgian government is reported to be promoting the role of technology 
and innovation in sustainable urban development through targeted ‘smart city’ approaches rolled 
out at different levels. Examples given include: the Flemish Smart Cities Programme, the Smart 
City Wallonia Conference, and the smart city e-platform at Brussels level.  

 

A “City of Things” test bed in Antwerp is being used as an inter-operability lab. Concrete 
examples also include the low-emission zone in Antwerp and the Flemish Institute for Logistics. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes No Notes sustainable housing is key for urbanisation, with focus on vulnerable individuals (15). 

Claims working on target 9.1 will impact target 11.3 (32). 
9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica Yes no Pg. 20 data for number of programs related to objective
Pg. 76 budget proposed for funding programs to meet the objective 

13. Cyprus Yes No Inclusive and sustainable urbanization is discussed at length as part of a larger discussion on SDG 11 at 
large.  In particular, the “sustainability of towns and cities in Cyprus is ensured at the strategic level 
through the adoption of documents such as the Council of Europe’s Guiding Principles for the 
Sustainable Spatial Development of the European Continent . . . and the Charter on Sustainable 
European Cities.”  Id. at 42.  Furthermore, “urban development is now included in the National 
Sustainable Development Strategy.”  Id. at 42.     
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14. Czech Republic  Yes Yes States that it has a long way to go to achieving the 11.3 target in terms of applying inclusive and 

participatory approaches at the local level (p 27) 

15. Denmark Yes Yes 125 (statistics provided to show ratio of land consumption rate to population growth rate) 

16. El Salvador No No N/A 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y
 

N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to halt soil consumption and combat desertification, to 
ensure the developments of potential and the sustainable management of territories, landscapes and 
cultural heritage (VNR p. 44, 52). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 30 (description of Japan’s efforts towards the international joint research framework called 
“Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development” and partnerships 
towards using Japan’s Information Communication Technologies in assisting developing 
countries) 

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 11.3 but formulation of various laws and policies to 
ensure sustainable cities and communities mentioned on page 39 aligns with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg Y Y Luxembourg has invested in its transportation infrastructure in two ways (see page 25).  First, it funded 
an extensive tramway to reduce the number of cars on the road (see page 25).  Second, the government 
encourages a “bicycle culture” (see page 25).  For example, the report states that the government 
introduced a tax credit for the purchase of a bicycle in 2017 (see page 25).  Further, Luxembourg contains 
600km of cycling paths, which the government plans to expand to 800km in the coming years (see page 
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25).  The report also notes that the government is expanding its resources for electric cars (e.g. charging 
stations) (see page 26).  Finally, Luxembourg intends to develop a national rideshare system to 
encourage environmentally-conscience transportation (see page 26).     

27. Malaysia Yes Yes A number of measures were taken to address and promote sustainable urbanization.  For 
example, MyCarbon pilot programme is launched where industries and private sector voluntarily 
report their greenhouse emissions and mitigation actions. (p. 27) Ecosystem Approach to 
Fisheries Management (EAFM) is also in place t to improve income, livelihoods and food 
security in coastal communities through new sustainable coastal fisheries and poverty reduction 
initiatives by 2020. (p.32) 

 

Other relevant policies include National Physical Plan 3 (NPP3); National Urbanisation Policy 2 
(NUP 2); Competitive Cities Master Plans; National Housing Policy (DRN) 2013-17 and DRN 2.0 
2018-2022. (p.49) 

28. Maldives Yes No Creation of large man-made island, “Hulhumale”, to include sustainable and integrated planning 
(pages 14 and 19). 

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 28): 

- ‘City Deals’ – gov., municipalities, the private sector, civil society, and knowledge 
institutions share insights and resources to solve problems related to urbanisation and 
promote innovation in the urban environment.  

 

Aruba (pp. 28):  

- Adopted the concept of smart growth for community development. 
- Developed programmes for renovation of urban centres Oranjestad and San Nicolas, 

and 20 other neighbourhoods. 
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Curaçao (pp. 28): 

- Developed an implementation strategy for its New Urban Agenda for Curaçao. 
- Developing a national urban policy strategy based on New Urban Agenda’s principles. 

 

St Maarten (pp. 29): 

- Under SDG 12: reduce the adverse per capita environmental impact of urbanisation by 
paying special attention to air quality and waste management. 

 

Abroad (pp. 28): 

- Successfully pressed to have gender inclusion taken into account in the New Urban 
Agenda at the HABITAT III conference. 

- Ensure inclusion of references to urban governance, and comprehensive and inclusive 
urban planning. 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 11.3.1 (ratio of land consumption rate to population growth rate) and SDG 
11.3.2 (the proportion of cities with a direct participation structure of civil society in urban planning and 
management that operate regularly and democratically) but left the available columns for both for the 
period 2009-2016 blank. (p. 42, Annex, SDG 11.3.1 and SDG 11.3.2). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.58 

 

In line with the New Urban Agenda, Portugal recognises the importance to “ensure the 
participation of women in policy and decision making” in urban planning and when making 



 

126 
 

decisions related to transport infrastructure. 

 

The NVR also makes mention of local level responsibilities assumed by the local regional 
authorities. 

 

The 2020 Sustainable Cities Strategy is also highlighted. 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes A comparison between urban growth in terms of area and urban growth in terms of population 
1960–2015 shows that the growth of cities in terms of area since 1980 was greater than their 
population growth, i.e. urban areas use relatively more land per resident. Legislation and other 
rules exist for urban planning, which requires consultation with civil society and residents in 
areas to be developed, altered or planned for the future. (p 32) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Relevant policies include the Strategy for Green Growth under the 20-Year National Strategy 
Framework (2017-2036) and Strategy for Green Growth toward Sustainable Development Under 
the 12th National Economic and Social Development Plan (2017-2021). (p.23) 

 

To address sustainable living environments, Thailand has adopted the Paris Agreement during 
the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties, and implemented the Alternative Energy 
Development Plan. (p. 25) 

 

Note that urban development in Thailand is carried out by various government agencies through 
selected issue-based entry points, depending on their area of priorities. For example, the Smart 
City Project of Phuket is pushed forward by Ministry of Digital Economy and Society, while Smart 
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Cities-Clean Energy Project is under the lead of Ministry of Energy. (p. 41) 

 
41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay No No  

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 19   
No 25  

11.7: Safe 
Public Spaces  

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  10,000 gardens are being built for children between 3 and 4 years old (p. 75) 

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.44 

 

The NVR only makes mentions of this SDG together with 11.b, 11.3, and 13. It is said that 
“climate change adaption is another specific focus area”, with examples given on strategic 
structural planning. 

 

It has not been mentioned how access to green and public place is made safe and inclusive “in 
particular for women and children, older persons and persons with disabilities”, but only on a 
general level. 

7. Belize No   
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8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus Yes No The discussion on this is limited.  The reports provides that “historic circumstances and inadequate 
spatial planning and development control mechanisms have enabled the rapid development of the 1980s 
to occur irregularly and incoherently in large parts of urbanizing areas, resulting in various challenges . . . 
[including the lack of] public open . . . that the planning system now seeks to resolve through a complex 
mix of strategies, policies and measures.  Id. At 43. 

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No N/A 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No No  

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to boost urban regeneration, ensure sustainable urban 
accessibility and mobility, to ensure ecosystems restoration and defragmentation, strengthen ecological 
urban-rural connections (VNR p. 51). 
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23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 11.7 but the reference to the recent investment in street 
lightning in all major towns in Kenya to improve security in such towns and the installation of 
CCTV cameras in Nairobi and Mombasa (see on page 39) aligns with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg Y Y Luxembourg enacted “Le Pacte logement” in 2008 to address the lack of affordable housing (see page 
18).  “Le Pacte logement” encourages landowners to put their land on the market, assists low-income 
citizens with installing energy efficient utilities, and addresses overcrowding in certain areas (see page 
18).   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Relevant policies include National Physical Plan 3 (NPP3), National Urbanisation Policy 2 (NUP 
2), and the Competitive Cities Master Plans. (p.49) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Aruba (pp. 28):  

- Bo Aruba (Your Aruba) and Bo Bario (Your Neighbourhood) community enhancement 
programmes have created more parks and public spaces to promote physical activity 
and to bring people together.  

 

St Maarten (pp. 28):  

- Provides universal access to safe and inclusive public green spaces through its land use 
plans. 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama Yes yes  
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34. Peru Yes Yes The VNR references SDG 11.7.1 (average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space for public 
use for all, by sex, age and persons with disabilities) but left the available columns for 2009-2016 blank. 
(p. 43, Annex, SDG 11.7.1). 
 
The report quotes data on SDG 11.7.2 (the proportion of women aged 15 to 49 who were victims of 
physical or sexual harassment in the previous 12 months) for the period 2011-2016. In 2016, the 
proportion of women for that category was 10.8%. (p. 43, Annex, SDG 11.7.2). 

 
35. Portugal No No Access to public spaces is mentioned indirectly through “transportation” but not about “safe 

public spaces”. 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Access to nearby green areas is in general relatively good in cities in Sweden. The proportion of 
the population in the 37 biggest cities with access to green areas within 200 meters of their 
home was 92% in 2010. 

In 2015, the total proportion of the population subjected to violent crime, that is assault, threats 
or mugging, amounted to 6.8%. The proportion subjected to assault was 2%, the proportion 
subjected to threats 5%, and the proportion subjected to mugging 0.9%. Sexual offences are not 
included in the combined figure for violent crime above. The proportion of the population 
subjected to sexual offences amounted to 1.7% in 2015. Men are subjected to assault, robbery 
and fraud to a greater extent, while women are more often subjected to sexual offences, threats 
and harassment. (p 33) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The 12th National Economic and Social Development Plan aims at creating a smart, inclusive city 
with environmentally friendly infrastructure and technology. (p. 38) 

 
41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay No No  
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43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 11   
No 32  

16.1: Reduce 
Violence  

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by countr[y]”14 (p. 126) 

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.59, 61 

 

“Belgium remains engaged in preventing radicalization, hate speech and discrimination of any 
kind.” 

 

“Belgium has pledged to guarantee the individual fundamental rights” – “any response, whether 
legislative, administrative, or through the intervention of the police must be taken with 
proportionality between the population’s security interest in one hand, and respect for 
fundamental freedoms on the other”.  

 

Example given include the National Security Plan which serves as a guidance to policing, it is a 

                                                            
14 Id. 
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framework of rules and directives aimed at tackling issues addressed by SDG 16.1-16.6. 

 

This is also tackled through Belgian foreign policy making by focusing on different fields. In 
particular, Belgium has played a particularly visible role in the negotiations leading to the 
“Ottawa Convention on Anti-Personnel Mines” and will continue to pay attention to these 
weapons. It has also been an active participant of the UN’s Peacebuilding Commission. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No Nothing beyond the discussion of eliminating violence against women and girls, as set out above. 

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 51-53Discusses violence against women and LGBTIQ and initiatives to reduce violence  
See 5.2 mostly regarding violence against children, women and LGBTIQ 

13. Cyprus Yes Yes Cyprus reports at length on various measures to curtail violence in all of its forms, including terrorism, 
crime, organized crime, economic crime, illicit trafficking, and violence against children.  Id. at 57.   

 
14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes Yes 132 (statistics provided to show number of victims of intentional homicide) 

16. El Salvador Yes Yes  Between 2015 and 2016, murder rate was reduced by a 21.30% (p. 13) 
 The National Council for Civil Security and Gathering (Consejo Nacional de Seguridad y 

Convivencia Ciudadana) was created to address violence and insecurity, and to propose 
integral action plans (p. 22) 

 Furthermore, in 2015, the “Safe El Salvador Plan” (Plan El Salvador Seguro) was 
implemented. The Plan has 5 axis: violence prevention; criminal control and prosecution; 
social rehabilitation; attention and protection of victims (p. 58) 

 Given the high financial burdens that accomplishing the “Safe El Salvador Plan” entails, the 
Law of Special Contributions for Civil Security and Gathering (Ley de Contribución Especial 
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para la Seguridad Ciudadana y Convivencia) was adopted to finance this Plan (p. 58) 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes Yes Specific goal to reduce crimes against persons by 9 points; reduce homicides by 6 points  

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to prevent violence against women and children and 
provide adequate assistance to victims, to reinforce the fight against crime, but does not set any 
deadline (VNR p. 55, 63). 

23. Japan Yes Yes 9 (homicide statistics, % feeling safe walking at night) 

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes  

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Malaysia is a participating member of the ASEAN Regional Plan of Action on the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women and Children (p. 50) The Government has addressed gender issues by 
criminalising sexual crimes and violence against women. (p. 24) 

 

To tackle gender-based violence, the Eleventh Malaysia Plan will aim at raising awareness of 
women and girls on their rights to protection against violence, reviewing of regulations to 
improve protection against gender based violence, and gathering baseline data on sexual and 
gender-based violence. (p.25) 

28. Maldives No No  
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29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No The Report notes that “violence against women and girls is still prevalent.”  (Report at 18). 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes See, 5.2: violence against women and girls (pp. 22). 

 

Netherlands (pp. 33): 

- Increased spending on public safety (pp. 33). 
- Crime rates are average for the EU and most inhabitants feel safe in their own 

neighbourhood (pp. 11, 33).  
- Number of reported crimes is decreasing (pp. 11). 

 

Aruba (pp. 34):  

- Close cooperation with the Kingdom and international partners to enhance security, 
peace, and prosperity within the region.  

 

Abroad (pp. 34): 

- Supported approximately 50,000 victims of human rights violations in foreign countries 
(such as, Tunisia, Colombia, and Yamen). 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The VNR report identifies that one of the critical targets of SDG 16 is the reduction in all forms of 
violence and related death rates. It notes that the Government of Nigeria has been battling the challenge 
posed by the Boko Haram Insurgency in the Northeast, the Militancy in the Niger Delta, the Fulani 
Herdsmen and famers’ crisis, the kidnapping of persons for money and the perception of corruption by 
public servants. (p. 46).  
The Nigeria Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (NERGP) has articulated some intervention policies and 
strategies aimed at addressing SDG 16, some of which include: 

1) Developing and implementing a comprehensive action plan for the North East, including 
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emergency, humanitarian assistance, relocation, rehabilitation, and resettlement, and building 
peace, security, infrastructure, agriculture, health, education, and governance. 

2) Developing and implementing a sustainable action plan to stabilize and develop the Niger Delta. 
3) Strengthening the capacity of the Nigeria Police Force. 
4) Developing and strengthening the capacity of the Armed Forces of Nigeria. 
5) Establishing partnerships with security agencies in allied countries to build local capacity and 

curb cross border crimes such as terrorism, cyber-crimes and others. (p. 46-47). 
 
Also, the Nigeria Emergency Management Agency (NEMA) was established to provide immediate and 
urgent attention to people displaced by natural and man-made disasters. (p. 46). The VNR notes that 
insurgency has been almost eliminated. (p. 46). 
 
The report provides data on conflict-related deaths per 100,000 population: the baseline for 2015 was 
10, the 2020 performance benchmark is 6.65 and the SDG 2030 target is 0.  

 
33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The report references SDG 16.1.1, SDG 16.1.2, SDG 16.1.3, and SDG 16.1.4.  
 
It only provides data for the year 2016 for SDG 16.1.3 (the proportion of women of age 15 up to 49 who 
were subjected to physical or sexual violence in the previous 12 months) – it was 10.8%. (p. 50, Annex, 
SDG 16.1). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.76, 77 

 

The report lists out various international, national and regional commitments and measures to 
combat violence.  

 

For example, the National Defence ensures the respect for the constitutional order – with the 
Armed Forces fulfilling the State’s international commitments in the field; Portugal’s involvement 
in the execution of the European instruments relating to violence and crime, such as the 
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Lanzarote Convention and the Istanbul Convention; and its Internal Security Act (2008) which is 
intended to protect the life and integrity of individuals against terrorism, violent or organized 
crime, to prevent major accidents or disasters, and to safeguard public health. 

 
36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes The occurrence of violence in various forms poses a continued challenge.  The total number of 
murders was around 1 case per 100 000 inhabitants in 2016, which was an increase compared 
with 2011. Men are victims of fatal violence to a higher degree than women. 

In 2015, the total proportion of the population subjected to violent crime, that is assault, threats 
or mugging, amounted to 6.8%. The proportion subjected to assault was 2%, the proportion 
subjected to threats 5%, and the proportion subjected to mugging 0.9%. Sexual offences are not 
included in the combined figure for violent crime above. The proportion of the population 
subjected to sexual offences amounted to 1.7% in 2015. Men are subjected to assault, robbery 
and fraud to a greater extent, while women are more often subjected to sexual offences, threats 
and harassment. People with disabilities state to a greater extent than others that they have 
been subjected to physical violence. 

The 2016 Swedish Crime Survey showed that 81% of the population felt quite or very safe late in 
the evening in their own neighborhood. This is a decrease compared with the 2015 survey, but 
not compared with the 2006 survey.  There are big differences between men and women, with 
12% of women completely refrain from going out late in the evening because of fear, which can 
be compared with 2% of men. (pp 39-40) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes A national survey on violence in cooperation with UN Women was conducted to improve the 
Government’s data collection capacity to enhance protection and elimination of violence against 
all women and children. (p.21) 

 
41. Togo No No While the report did address violence against women and girls in the context of Goal 5, the report did 

not address other types of violence.   
42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 210-213 describes specific governmental programs and initiatives created to achieve the goal 

Pg. 224-225 contains data on victims of murder, disaggregated by gender and age 
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Pg. 226-227 contains data on murder and femicide disaggregated by motive 
Pg. 227-228 contains data on the evolution of the rate of violent crimes per 1,000 inhabitants nationwide 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 18   
No 25  

16.2: End child 
abuse, 
exploitation, 
and violence 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes The report briefly highlights both legislation in place to prevent violence against women and children and 
strategies aimed to combat trafficking for women 15 and older.  Id. at 26.  However, the report does not 
provide much detail on other areas.   

5. Belarus Yes No VNR reports focused work on prevention of human trafficking that includes provisions against 
child abuse and exploitation (pp. 27-28) 

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.59, 60, 62 

 

Upon the recommendation of the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, Belgium 
has developed 40 national indicators since 2013 to provide a better understanding of the extent 
to which children’s rights are increasingly being realised from the point of view of the child itself. 
The monitoring work will not only be used by UN Committee but also in Belgium by politicians, 
administrations and civil society. 

 

Some measures to overcome the problem of lack of data include using specific surveys in 
particularly concerning children in migration and children in public institutions for young people’s 
protection.  

 

Moreover, Belgium supports the activities of the Special Representative on Violence against 
Children, and is a member of the Group of Friends on Children and SDGs. It is also an active 
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member of the Group of Friends Children and Armed Conflict and is co-presiding the Group of 
Friends in Geneva. It organised a conference on the same theme to share experiences on 
developing and implementing child protection policies in conflict settings.  

 

Other efforts in strengthening international humanitarian law and human rights are also detailed 
in the relevant pages. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes No The rate of children age 1-17 who have suffered corporal punishment or psychological 
aggression by a person living with them in the preceding month was 91.1% in 2015 (67). 

82 complaints concerning infractions against minors were the subject of a judicial investigation 
(2015) (67). 

Claims working on target 1.3 will impact target 16.2 (20). 
9. Botswana No No Nothing beyond the discussion of eliminating violence against women and girls, as set out above. 

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 95-96 discusses organizational alliances to combat violence against children and young women and 
girls  

13. Cyprus Yes No Ending child abuse, exploitation and violence is specifically discussed in the report and Cyprus appear to 
be taking a strong stance on this goal.  For example, “Cyprus has made a strong commitment to take all 
necessary measures and actions towards the protection of children against sexual abuse and sexual 
exploitation.”  Id. 56.   

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No N/A 
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17. Ethiopia Yes No The VNR report does not specifically discuss SDG 16.2 but makes a general reference to the elimination 
of harmful traditional practices such as female genital mutilation and childhood marriage. (p. 29). 

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No Notes that the government has several initiatives to curb trafficking for commercial sexual 
exploitation but no further details are provided (pp. 22). 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to prevent violence against women and children and 
provide adequate assistance to victims, to reinforce the fight against crime, but does not set any 
deadline (VNR p. 55, 63). 

23. Japan Yes Yes 45 (Japan enacted “Law to revise a part of the Child Welfare Law” and other bills to strengthen 
judicial involvement in protecting children, and also formulated a “Basic Plan on Measures 
against Child Sexual Exploitation”) 

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The Sexual Offences Against Children Act 2017 was passed. The Children Act (Amendment) 
2016 has included the establishment of a registry of convicted perpetrators. (p. 23) 

 

Also, several international agreements are ratified, including the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC), the CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child 
Pornography, the CRC Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict. (p. 
23) 

 

Relevant policies include National Policy on Children and its Plan of Action, National Child 
Protection Policy and its Plan of Action, ASEAN Regional Plan of Action on the Elimination of 
Violence against Women and Children, and the Plan of Action on Child Online Protection 
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(PTCOP). (p.50) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes No Netherlands (pp. 33):  

- Priority areas: combat human trafficking and fight exploitation of children in child sex 
tourism and child pornography (at home and abroad).  

 

Aruba (pp. 34):  

- Committed to combating human trafficking.   

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The VNR report does not include information on ending child abuse, exploitation and violence within the 
section on SDG 16. The report includes information on violence, emotional and sexual abuse of young 
girls only in the context of SDG 5. (see above SDG 5.2). Moreover, under SDG 5, the report discussed the 
Child Protection Initiatives which include efforts to end child marriage and the establishment of a child 
protection sub-working group in the Ministry with the mandate to coordinate child welfare services. As 
part of its operations, the group on child protection carried out 92 cases-work 
investigations/interventions between 2016 and 2017. (p. 39). 

33. Panama No no  

34. Peru Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The report references SDG 16.2.1.a and SDG 16.2.1.b and provides data for both of them only for the 
years 2013 and 2015. (p. 50, Annex, SDG 16.2). 

- For SDG 16.2.1.a, the proportion of children aged 9 to 11 years who experienced any physical 
punishment and/or psychological aggression by caregivers in the past 12 months was 41.5% in 
2015. 

- For SDG 16.2.1.b, the proportion of children aged 12 to 17 years who experienced any physical 
punishment and/or psychological aggression by caregivers in the past 12 months was 38.9% in 
2015. (p. 50, Annex, SDG 16.2.1). 
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It provides data for SDG 16.2.2 (number of victims of human trafficking registered per 100,000 
population) – in 2016, it was 5.1 per 100,000 population. (p. 50, Annex, SDG 16.2.2). 
There is also data for SDG 16.2.3 (proportion of young women aged 18 and above who experienced 
sexual violence) for the years 2013 and 2015 only. (p. 50, Annex, SDG 16.2.3). 

 
35. Portugal Yes  p.77, 79 

 

Portugal has ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 

It is also reported that “all offences committed against children and young people are 
considered, under the criminal law, of priority prevention and investigation”. Specific measures in 
relation to SDG 16.2 include the National Strategy for the Rights of the Child.  

 

Against human trafficking generally (which will benefit children and young people), there is (i) the 
Network of Support and Protection of Victims of Trafficking, (ii) the National Referencing System 
for Victims of Trafficking in Human Beings, and (iii) the Anti-Trafficking of People Unit. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes According to a questionnaire survey of a nationwide selection of students in grade nine, the 
proportion of children aged 1-17 who stated that they on some occasion in their lifetime had 
been subjected to some form of physical or psychological assault, or to neglect or had witnessed 
violence in the home, was 20% in 2011. There were no significant differences between boys and 
girls. However, children with disabilities often experience a particularly vulnerable situation. 

According to a study from 2014, the proportion of women and men who stated that they had 
been subjected to sexual violence before the age of 18 was 37%. Far more women, 54%, had 
experienced sexual violence than men, among whom the proportion was 20%. (p 40) 
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39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The Government takes a holistic policy to combat human trafficking and is committed to a “zero 
tolerance” policy against all forms of human trafficking, while providing assistance and protection 
measures for the victims. (p. 56) 

 
41. Togo No No While Togo reports on initiatives to curtail violence against girls in the context of Goal 5, the report did 

not otherwise address ending child abuse, exploitation, and violence.   
42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 212 identifies bodies specially dedicated to the goal as well as a special program created by the 

government (National Plan for Early Childhood, Childhood and Adolescence) 
Pg. 228-229 contains data on violence against children and teenagers, disaggregated by type of violence, 
recurrence and relationship with the aggressor 
Pg. 229-230 contains data on number of women who consult public services in connection with sexual 
trafficking 
Pg. 229 recognizes the difficulty and lack of more detailed data on the trafficking of people 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs(43) Yes 17   

No 26  

16.3: Equal 
Justice  

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by countr[y]”15 (p. 126) 

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

                                                            
15 Id. 
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6. Belgium Yes Yes p.59, 62 

 

This SDG is explicitly mentioned in the Belgian pledges for its membership of the UN Human 
Rights Council (2016-2018). It is reported that Belgium is a defender of “the development of 
international criminal law and the need to fight impunity” through national and international 
channels. 

 

Also, it is a “strong supporter of the International Criminal Court”, and “one of the main initiators 
of a proposal for a Multilateral Treaty for Mutual Legal Assistance and Extradition for Domestic 
Prosecution of the Most Serious International Crimes”. At the General Assembly high-level 
meeting in September 2012, Belgium reaffirmed its commitment to the rule of law by making 17 
pledges. 

 

On the concrete promotion of the rule of law, inclusive and participatory decision making, and 
equal access to justice (thus also reaching SGD 16.7); Belgium supports civil society actors in 
their work with a focus on several specific aspects. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  In line with the general SDG 16, Chile has implemented an transparency agenda, comprised 
by diverse legal initiatives that provide autonomy to the Electoral Service, suspends 
politicians from their posts if they contravene transparency rules, etc. (p. 15) 

 Access to justice, enhancement of institutions and democracy, as well as civil participation 
are foundations for an inclusive and sustainable development, which Chile seeks to attain (p. 
3) 
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12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg 8 lists as a goal
Pg. 19 Many programs for peace and justice institutions have been executed 
Pg. 20 data for number of programs related to objective 
Pg. 76 budget proposed for funding programs to meet the objective 

Pg. 85 Judiciary plan to improve judicial efficiency, transparency 
13. Cyprus Yes Yes The report provides a limited amount of discussion describing the promotion of law in an international 

context.  In particular, “[p]promoting the rule of law and administration of justice in an increasingly open 
international context requires [sic] strengthening cooperation with other countries and international 
organizations in both civil and criminal law.”  Id. at 55.   

14. Czech Republic  Yes No States that this goal has been met or is close to desired level (p 33) 

15. Denmark Yes Yes 132 (statistics provided to show number of unsentenced detainees as proportion of overall 
prison population) 

16. El Salvador Yes No  Access to justice is one of El Salvador’s priorities internally (p. 39) 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes Yes Describes program to provide free legal resources to people with low resources  

19. Honduras No  Report notes that the Honduras Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has 
identified thematic priorities: i) expansion of democratic space; ii) early warning and protection of 
human rights conflict, violence and insecurity; and, iii) combating impunity and strengthening 
accountability and the rule of law 

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to fight bribery and corruption in the public sectors, but 
does not set any deadline (VNR p. 64). 

23. Japan Yes Yes 45-46 (description of goal to establish institutions to legislate and promote development of 
human resources; Japan will host the 14th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice in 2020) 

24. Jordan Yes No In 2016, a commission reviewed institutional and legislative barriers in Jordan impacting rule of 
law and independence and effectiveness of the judiciary, following which certain legislative 
amendments were proposed to enhance criminal justice and transparency in Jordan.  
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Jordan has also launched efforts to establish a national legal aid system to improve access to 
justice and protect the right to defense in criminal courts. (pp 55-56) 

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 16.3 but it is stated on page 45 that to increase access to 
justice for the vulnerable members of society and persons with disability, the government is 
implementing an effective legal aid scheme hinged on the constitutional requirement which 
aligns with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia No No N/A 

28. Maldives Yes No Generally referenced throughout VDR.  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes No The report states that Nepal’s continuing political transition “provides challenges in all areas of 
governance including maintaining the rule of law [and] access to justice.”  (Report at 22).  Nepal’s 
constitution guarantees access to justice.  (Report at 8). 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 34):  

- Committed to justice – will bring suspects in its territories to trial, and support 
prosecution by other countries and international organisations if necessary.  

 

Aruba (pp. 34): 

- Gov. protects human rights in accordance with the UN Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.  

 

Abroad (pp. 34): 

- In 2015, programmes expanded access to justice for 35,000 individuals in 10 countries 
(including 15,000 women and children). 
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32. Nigeria Yes No The report acknowledges that one of the critical targets of the SDG 16 goal is access to justice. It states 
that the Federal Ministry of Justice is anchoring the administration of justice with various civil society 
organizations and donor partners providing support. It does not provide any further description or any 
relevant data. (p.46). 

 
33. Panama Yes no  

34. Peru Yes Yes The VNR quotes data for 16.3.1 (proportion of population in an urban area that were victims of violence 
and who reported their victimization) for the years 2010-2015. It also provides data on SDG 16.3.2 
(unsentenced detainees as a proportion of the overall prison population) for 2016 – 47.6%. (p. 51, Annex, 
SDG 16.2.3). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.76, 77 

 

The NVR mentions that the Portuguese Republic is a democratic state, based on rule of law 
popular sovereignty, pluralism of expression and political democratic organization, on the 
respect and guarantee of effective fundamental freedom and rights.  

 

“To all is assured the access to justice and the courts system for the protection of their rights and 
interests, and justice may not be denied due to economic, social or cultural insufficiency.” 

 

Notwithstanding the general statement, no example/ elaboration is given as to how equal access 
to justice is achieved. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   
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38. Sweden Yes Yes The proportion of people in 2015 deprived of liberty pending a verdict, which also includes those 
who had appealed a lower court judgment, was 23% of the total prison population, which were 
just under 5,800 persons in all. (p 40) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Thailand promotes legal aids and access to justice through the establishment of the justice fund 
and the reform of pro bono legal service, public defender and legal counsellors. (p. 56) 

 

Thailand also cooperates with the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) to enhance 
knowledge and expertise in child protection in the judicial process.  (p. 56) 

 
41. Togo Yes No The report briefly commented on how the National Capacity Building and State Modernization 

Programme for Sustainable Development aims at promoting the rule of law.  Id. at 16. 
42. Uruguay Yes Ye Pg. 214 indicates the new laws, regulations and institutions created to promote the goal 

Pg. 249-250 contains a list of local laws and ratified treaties fostering the goal 
Pg. 215 mentions laws and internal organizations and policies to focused on the goal – also laws to 
indemnify victims of the past illegitimate and terrorist actions of the government 
Pg. 233 recognizes required improvements, since Uruguay has a large proportion of prisoners without 
sentence 
Pg. 233 contains data on the number of imprisoned according to their case status and their sentences 
(including information of imprisoned individuals without sentence) 
Pg. 236 lists proposed supplementary indicators for measuring access to justice and rights 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 23   
No 20  

16.4:  Reduce 
illicit financial 
and arms flows 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is is at tier I, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by countr[y]”16 (p. 125) 

 SDG 16.4 (***), relating to price, purity and impact of drugs, is at tier III meaning that “no 

                                                            
16 Id. 
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established methodology or standards are available for the indicator or 
methodology/standards are being developed or tested for the indicator”17 (p. 125) 

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.59, 63 

 

“Belgium continues to deploy measures to reduce illicit financial flows and corruption”, measures 
include an anti-fraud coordination service established in 2013 which acts as the central point of 
contact for the various stakeholders through increased exchange of information between the 
Central Body for Seizure and Confiscation and its foreign counterparts.  

 

Belgium is also one of the first countries to have started legal inquiries on possible assets of the 
former dictator Ben Ali in 2011 and as a precursor in the fight against culture funds.  

 

Other initiatives include: participation in the International Expert Meeting on the Management 
and Disposal of Recovered and Returned Stolen Assets earlier this year, financial support to the 
World Bank Stolen Asset Recovery initiative, and participation in international efforts to translate 
asset recovery conceptually and practically into field work. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

                                                            
17 Id. 
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9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus Yes Yes The report provides commentary on the reduction of all of these activities.  Cyprus works in conjunction 
with Europe and Interpol on several of the issues, and also maintains relevant national policies and 
programs.  Id. at 55-56.  Of particular interest is that Cyprus established a special Office of Cultural 
Heritage “whose principal object is the repatriation and return to their lawful owners of historical an 
cultural items destroyed or looted due to the Turkish invasion and occupation of the island.”  Id. at 56. 

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No N/A 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes No - India’s efforts to improve efficiency of tax collection are constrained by lack of global 
cooperation on capping money laundering (pp. viii, 27). 

- Huge revenue loss in developing countries due to profit shifting by multinationals (pp. 27). 
21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goals to reinforce the fight against crime (VNR p. 63). 

23. Japan No No  
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24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 16.4 but figures for the proportion of seized small arms 
and light weapons and rounds of ammunition recovered and surrendered are given on page 44 
which align with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia No No N/A 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 34):  

- Committed to confiscating criminal assets and fighting illicit flows of arms at home and 
abroad. 

 

Aruba and Curaçao (pp. 34): 

- Independent Financial Intelligence Unit monitors and reports on suspicious financial 
transactions as means of preventing the financing of terrorism and transnational crime.  

 

St Maarten (pp. 34): 

- National Security Strategy addresses arms trafficking. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The report provides data on the percentage of seized small arms and light weapons that are recorded 
and traced, in accordance with international standards and legal instruments: the baseline for 2015 is 
39%, the 2020 performance benchmark is 26% and the SDG 2030 target is 0. (p. 46). It does not discuss 
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any policies to reduce the illicit financial and arms flows.

 
33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 16.4.1 and SDG 16.4.2 but left the available columns for 2009-2016 blank. (p. 
51, Annex, SDG 16.4). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.77 

 

A number of international effort is mentioned in the report. For example, Portugal’s Armed 
Forces particulate in EU operations such as EUNAVFORMED/Operation “Sophia” to combat 
illegal networks of migrant smuggling in the Mediterranean. 

 

There is also cooperation with partner countries in the fight against organized crime, terrorism, 
trafficking and irregular migration. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes No Sweden actively combats money laundering and terrorist financing referring to work in various 
forums, above all as part of negotiations in the international organization, the Financial Action 
Task Force, and in the EU. (p 40) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The Cabinet approved the Framework for Effective Crime Prevention on 24 January 2017 that 
connects all relevant government agencies in order to ensuring people’s sense of safety in lives 
and properties. The main aspects of the Framework include creating safe environment and 
monitoring high risk groups that may commit crimes. (p. 56) 

 



 

152 
 

41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 212-213 mentions anti-money laundry laws, commissions and secretaries created to combat 
terrorism funding 
Pg. 213 mentions policies with respect to gun control 
Pg. 230 -231 contains information on the gun control 
Pg. 231 contains data on number of seized firearms and homicide with guns 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs(43) Yes 12   
No 31  

16.5: Reduce 
corruption and 
bribery 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is at tier II, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by country”18 (p. 126) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijani officials cooperate with the United Nations (UN), The Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD), the European Union (EU), European Partners Against Corruption, 
the International Association of Anti-Corruption Authorities and several other organizations to reduce 
corruption and multinational crime (see page 61).   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.59, 63 

 

An anti-corruption guide for Belgian companies overseas has been developed to provide them 
with practical tools and concrete examples to deal with corruption and setting their own code of 
conduct – embassies in Belgium are called upon to create awareness about applicable rules and 
good practices, as well as to inform the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Justice in case of 
suspected corrupt activities undertaken by a Belgian company abroad.  

                                                            
18 Id. 
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This is also mentioned as one of the aims satisfied by the measures listed under 16.1 and 16.4. 
7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes Yes A 2016 evaluation of the system national d’integrite du Benin reveals a systemic and tolerated 
corruption that constitutes a restriction on delivery of quality public services and poverty 
reduction (17). 

Claims working on this target will impact target 9.1 (32). 
9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  An anti-money laundry and corruption system has been implemented, and the legal 
framework concerning government procurement has been enhanced (p. 73) 

 Chile has implemented an transparency agenda, comprised by diverse legal initiatives that 
provide autonomy to the Electoral Service, suspends politicians from their posts if they 
contravene transparency rules, etc (p. 15) 

 In line with the transparency agenda implemented, Chile has presented the legal initiative 
concerning the strengthening and transparency of democracy (p. 73) 

12. Costa Rica Yes no Pg. 82 notes virtual platform to ensure transparency and reduce corruption 

13. Cyprus Yes Yes While bribery is not discussed, the reports highlights that “fighting corruption [is] included in Cyprus’ 
priorities for which legislative work is promoted.”  Id. at 57.  The report describes a study undertaken by 
the Government to improve the legal framework for combatting corruption.  Id.   

14. Czech Republic  Yes No States that despite improvements in recent years, the results are still far from the 2030 desirable 
target (p 34) 

15. Denmark Yes No 25 (lists as a Denmark target “Maintain Denmark’s position among the lease corrupt countries in 
the world”), 52 (Case study-Maersk Line among founders of Maritime Anti-Corruption Network) 

16. El Salvador Yes  No  El Salvador is part of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption and the 
Interamerican Convention Against Corruption (p. 58) 

 In 2011, El Salvador became a party to the Alliance for an Open Government, which, among 
other things, promotes Governments’ accountability (p. 59) 
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17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes No Goal to modernize the state and zero tolerance for corruption  

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to fight bribery and corruption in the public sectors, but 
does not set any deadline (VNR p. 64). 
 

23. Japan Yes Yes 9 (corruption perception index at 75 of 100 in 2016) 

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 16.5 but it is stated on page 44 that Kenya has 
established, amongst other institutional bodies, an Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission 
(EACC). 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The VRN states that Malaysia ranked 55 out of 176 countries in Corruption Perception Index. 
(p.7) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No Report mentions “anti-corruption” as one of many areas addressed by civil society, but does not include 
any discussion of how the government is reducing corruption.  (Report at 12).  Report states that SDG 
progress monitoring “needs information on citizens’ perceptions of . . . corruption.” 

31. Netherlands Yes No Netherlands (pp. 33, 34): 

- Little corruption; committed to fighting corruption. 
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32. Nigeria Yes Yes The report acknowledges that one of the critical targets of the SDG 16 is the reduction in corruption. (p. 
46). It states that the anti-corruption policies and strategies of the government under President Buhari 
have yielded positive results and public officers are becoming more accountable. Money has been 
recovered from corrupt pubic officers. (p. 47).  

 
33. Panama Yes no  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 16.5.1 and SDG 16.5.2 in its Annex but left the available columns for data for 
2009-2016 blank. (p. 51, Annex, SDG 16.5). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.77, 78 

 

In order to further improve effectiveness in  preventing and combating this type of crime, through 
the empowerment of enforcement authorities and the Department of the Attorney-General’s 
Office responsible for economic and financial crime, Portugal has ratified several multilateral 
instruments (in the framework of its participation in the UN, EU, and OECD) to update national 
legislation in line with the recommendations made by these organizations.   

 

Portugal has ratified the OECD Convention on Bribery of Foreign Public Officials in International 
Business Transactions and the United Nations Convention against Corruption. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The National Anti-Corruption Committee and the Thailand Anti-Corruption Coordination Center 
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are national administrative bodies to tackle corruption. (p. 56) 

 

The Organic Act on Counter Corruption 2015 (3rd version) is revised to broaden the level of 
punishment for government officers who accept bribes and to extend its application to cover the 
business sectors involved. (p. 56) 

 

Criminal Court for Corruption and Misconduct Offences was created in 2016 to expand the 
prosecution of corruption offences to cover the private sector and lower level of government 
officials and to resolve corruption cases more expeditiously. (p. 56) 

 
41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 216-217 points out that Uruguay is party to international cooperation conventions and legal 
framework for the transparency of public information 
Pg. 251-252 lists laws concerning transparency, governance and access to information 
Pg. 217 identifies organizations created under local laws and in place to strengthen the transparency of 
the public administration and assist on the combat of corruption 
Pg. 217 also recognizes there is no plan of action specially focused on combatting corruption, although 
transparency and participation are also referenced on other government plans 
Pg. 237-238 contains data on the people who had contact with bribery attempts, disaggregated by type 
of public official and agency 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs(43) Yes 21   
No 22  
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16.6: 
Accountable 
transparent 
institutions  

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is at tier II, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by country”19 (pp. 126, 127) 

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.59, 60, 62 

 

To achieve this goal, it is reported that Belgium has been “fully committed to making the 
operations of its own government institutions more sustainable at every level, inter alia through 
the application of sustainability reporting by selected government agencies”. There is also a 
“concrete commitment to ‘SDG-proofing’ within the various Flemish Government agencies”. On 
the other hand, the Walloon government has committed itself to developing a user-oriented and 
easily accessible administration.  

 

A “Guidance on Fragility” was published in 2017 providing Belgian actors with a practical 
document for facing fragile and conflict situations – it aims to strengthen the legitimacy of 
institutions in partner countries – which then contribute to increase aid effectiveness in fragile 
environments. Belgium is also currently assessing possibilities for moving towards a 
comprehensive approach embedding development with diplomacy, defense, and rule of law – 
task forces will be created with the participation of all stakeholders (thus tying in with SDG 16.A, 
16.3, and 16.7). 

 

                                                            
19 Id. 
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This is also achieved through Belgium’s civil registry (described below in SDG 16.9). 
7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes Yes Transparency International rates Benin 95th out of 187 countries in corruption and impunity. 

Good governance at all levels of Benin is a crucial tool for sustainable development. 

Access to base services is week at a national and local level. 

At the local level, citizen satisfaction rate with community services is at 52% in 35 communes out 
of 77 in 2014 (18). 

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile yes   Chile has implemented an transparency agenda, comprised by diverse legal initiatives that 
provide autonomy to the Electoral Service, suspends politicians from their posts if they 
contravene transparency rules, etc (p. 15) 

 In line with the transparency agenda implemented, Chile has presented the legal initiative 
concerning the strengthening and transparency of democracy (p. 73) 

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 82 notes virtual platform to ensure transparent government
Pg. 84 Protocol approved to execute Open Parliament, a strategy to provide better access to information 
to citizens, transparency 

Pg. 103 policies to improve transparent government 
13. Cyprus No No The importance of accountable and inclusive institutions is merely included in a headline and briefly 

acknowledged in a subsection.  Id. at 54, 57.    
14. Czech Republic  Yes No States that despite improvements in recent years, the results are still far from the 2030 desirable 

target (p 34) 

15. Denmark Yes No 11 (listed as a priority of Denmark, but also notes Denmark has already achieved this) 

16. El Salvador No No  
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17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to ensure the effectiveness of the social protection and 
security system, but does not set any deadline (VNR p. 29). 
 

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 16.6 but the institutional bodies that have been 
established in Kenya in an effort to promote peace nationally, regionally and internationally are 
listed on page 44 and the “Government’s willingness to enhance citizen engagement, 
transparency and accountability” is expressly stated at the bottom of page 44. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia No No N/A 

28. Maldives Yes Yes Right to Information Act passed in 2014 to ensure state transparency and accountability (page 
18). No data or indicators provided. 

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes Yes The Report states that “[c]apable governance institutions that implement the rule of law, promote 
human rights, control corruption and promote transparency and accountability are needed for achieving 
the SDGs.”  (Report at 29).  It also describes a “state restructuring process” for improving the 
effectiveness of institutions.  (Report at 29).  The Report acknowledges that “[g]overnance needs to be 
strengthened at all levels” to implement the SDGs and that “[g]overnment should give high priority 
on . . . building the capacity of these new [local and provincial] institutions.”  (Report at v).  The Report 
also provides an institutional framework for achieving the SDGs.  (Report at 25-26). 
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31. Netherlands Yes No St Maarten (pp. 34): 

- Improving governance, promoting public accountability, and strengthening the 
democratic election of representatives. 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama Yes no  

34. Peru Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The VNR includes data on SDG 16.6.1 (primary government expenditures as a proportion of original 
approved budget, by sector (or by budget codes or similar)) for the period 2009-2015; for 2015, it was 
4.2%. The report organizes data for SDG 16.6.2 (proportion of the population satisfied with their last 
experience of public services) based on the type of public service that was performed. It includes data 
from 2015 and 2016. (p. 51, Annex, SDG 16.6). 

 
35. Portugal Yes no p.77 

 
There has been international efforts in this respect, including “leading institutional efforts to 
promote the openness and transparency of the military”. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Central government expenditure in relation to the funds allocated in the state budget was 100% 
in 2015. The proportion of the population that was quite or very satisfied with democracy in 
Sweden was 69% in 2015. In 1996, the proportion was just under 50%. (p 40) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Measures related to dissemination of information and new procurement system have been 
introduced to enhance transparency of the public sector’s projects. These measures are 
supplemented by the Integrity Pact, the construction Sector Transparency Initiative, and the 
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative. (p.56) 

 
41. Togo Yes No The report only references the implementation of a “transparent and modern legal an institutional 

framework to attract more national and foreign private investors.”  Id. at 31.   



 

161 
 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 218 reiterates and describes accountability obligations and proceedings applicable to the agencies 
that are part of the National Budget and the Central Administration 
Pg. 218 points out an Online Active Transparency Index published by the Catholic University of Uruguay 
which measures transparency of public agencies 
Pg. 218 identifies the existence of accountability civil society organizations, implemented by the 
Communication and Development Institute 
Pg. 219 contains data on the digital development of the country and target to make 100% of the central 
administration proceedings available online 
Pg. 266-267 contains data on the access to internet, and also availability of government services and 
procedures / access to information online 
Pg. 267-267 contains information about different initiatives involving the Executive, Judicial and 
Legislative branches as well as members of the civil society and schools to take action plans towards an 
open government 
Pg. 220 points out some actions adopted by the government agencies on transparency and 
accountability 
Pg. 238-239 contains data on the percentage of budget execution and percentage of satisfaction 
regarding public services 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 18   
No 25  

16.7: 
Representative 
decision-
making 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  VNR indicates that SDG is at tier II, meaning that the indicator of this goal “is conceptually 
clear [and] established methodology and standards are available and data [is] regularly 
produced by country”20 (p. 127) 

3. Azerbaijan Y Y As discussed in SDG 5.1 (Ending Discrimination Against Women), Azerbaijan has increased the resources 
available to women entering the workforce.  Further, the “State program on poverty reduction and 
sustainable development in the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2008-2015” aims to increase women’s 
participation in politics and thus, improve the representation of women’s interests in legislation (see 
page 53).  Additionally, Azerbaijan established the National Coordination Council for Sustainable 
Development, which identifies various societal interests and ensures those interests are incorporated 
into the implementation of SDGs (see page 29).  The National Coordination Council also hosted public 
discussions about the implementation of the SDGs in 2017.  These discussions brought together different 

                                                            
20 Id. 
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social groups (e.g. women, youth, academia) to discuss progress in SDG implementation (see page 32).   
4. Bangladesh Yes No The report neither delineates a section on this Goal nor provides an adequate amount of information on it.   

The most relevant information discussed in the report conveys that women are being brought to the 
forefront of the decision-making process.  See id. at 6, 57.   

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.61, 62 

 

Civil society organizations often interact with policy makers on a wide range of issues such as 
creation of biodiversity reserves. Youth engagement in such policy and decision making is also 
promoted.  

 

At the Walloon regional parliament level, as soon as a draft decree/motion is tabled, it is possible 
for citizens, associations, companies, or institutions to share their opinion with the committee. 
Also, a petition allows citizens to make a formal request to parliament. As an example, the 
Environmental Code of the Walloon government (which transposed the provisions of the UN 
Convention on Access to Information) provides for public participation in plans and programs 
established by an authority that have an environmental impact. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  A proportional and inclusive electoral system has been implemented, which ensures greater 
representation of more regions and women, while lessening barriers to independent 
candidates, at the same time (p. 14) 

12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 79 discusses building a new structure for national wellbeing and inclusion in constructing it 



 

163 
 

Pg. 80 recognizes the need for representative social political participation by various sectors to create 
effective programs 

13. Cyprus Yes No The report briefly mentions the importance of these types of decision making in reference to forest 
management.  Id. at 52.  On a broader level, the introduction and closing of the report acknowledges the 
critical nature of it.   

14. Czech Republic  Yes No States that results are still far from the 2030 desirable target, particularly compared  to the 
OECD average (p 34) 

15. Denmark Yes No 11 (notes Denmark has an open democracy), 25 (Denmark target “promote an international 
order based on values of democracy…”) 

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes Yes Implementation of policies for the goals laid out will include alliance with diverse actors in 
Guatemalan society, international entities and all branches of government  

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes No Efforts to promote gender equality through National Women’s Legislators’ Conference and the 
second BRICS Women Parliamentarians Forum (pp. 3). 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy No   

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 16.7 but it is stated on page 38 that “citizen participation 
in public policy decisions making including in the prioritization, planning and ownership and 
sustainability of sub national and national development is embedded in the constitution” and 
similarly on page 13 that “the Kenya Constitution provides citizens with the right to participate in 
the decision-making process and further directs the national and sub national legislatures 
respectively to “facilitate public participation” in their work” which aligns with this indicator. 
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26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The incorporation of the SDG goals into the national framework involved not only the 
Government Ministries and agencies, but also NGOs, CSOs and the private sector, which the 
VNR states that is a valuable step in raising awareness for the SDGs across both Government 
and non-Governmental stakeholders involved. (p. 45)  

 

For example, the Malaysian CSO-SDG Alliance, an informal grouping of CSOs, is formed to 
cooperate and liaise with the Government to facilitate the implementation of the SDGs. A CSO-
SDG discussion was hosted by the Society for the Promotion of Human Rights and the Global 
Movement of Moderates on 27 October 2015. (p. 51) 

28. Maldives Yes No Local councils are empowered to contribute towards increasing citizenship engagement (page 
18). No data or indicators provided. 

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands No No Abroad (pp. 25):  

- SDGs are motivating countries to build stronger and more representative governments.  
- Netherlands recently hosted UN Public Service Day, with a focus on innovation in public 

services. 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama Yes yes  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 16.7.1 and SDG 16.7.2 in the Annex but left the available columns for data for 
2009-2016 blank. (p. 52, Annex, SDG 16.7). 

 
35. Portugal Yes  p.78-80 

 
To ensure responsible, inclusive, participatory and representative decision-making, there are a 
number of legal mechanisms listed out in the report: (i) the organic laws of the Public 
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Administration and the Organic Law on Referendum, and (ii) the Participatory Budget with the 
aim of having more citizen’s participation, bringing together people of politics, encouraging them 
to easily and actively participate in the choice of the project in which to invest. 

 

Specifically to promote participation of migrant communities and their representation in decision-
making processes on policies affecting them, the Migration Council is reported to bring together 
the main migrant communities in Portugal, and the Municipal Plans for the Integration of 
Migrants have been implemented. 

 

Similarly, multiple measures aimed at increase participation and representation of Roma 
communities were listed in the report. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes An example of responsive and inclusive decision-making is the National Committee for 
Sustainable Development, which is chaired by the Prime Minister, with the Secretary-General of 
the National Economic and Social Development Board as the secretariat with 37 members from 
public, private, academia and civil society altogether. (p. 63) 

 
41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 221 mentions a program involving the highest authorities interviewing the local population and social 
organizations to discuss problems and possible alternatives to solve them 
Pg. 222 indicates the existing initiatives involving the government and civil society and Social Sciences 
School with the support of UNESCO to create a Citizen’s Participation Map in Uruguay 
Pg. 242 contains data on percentage of employment relationship with the government (distinct 
branches, disaggregated by genders and afro descendants) 
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43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 18   
No 25  

16.8: 
Participation of 
developing 
countries in 
global 
governance 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina Yes No  Argentina is characterized by a multilateral vocation, and participates actively in multiple 
forums of cooperation (p. 61) 

 For 2030, it is expected for all Latin American countries to have received Argentinian support 
to attain SDGs (p. 61) 

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan aids “capacity development” in developing countries (see page 63).  The report states the 
Azerbaijan International Development Agency (“AIDA”) channels resources from the Azerbaijani 
government to approximately 40 developing countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America (see page 63).  
Through AIDA. Azerbaijan provides humanitarian and technical aid to developing countries (see page 64).  
Additionally, AIDA helps developing countries enter into bilateral and multilateral cooperation 
agreements (see page 63).   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium No No N/A 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes No As a developing country, hopes to increase its capacity to implement these goals. 

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica Yes no Pg. 20 data for number of programs related to objective 
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13. Cyprus No No The report briefly mentions anything about developing countries, and noting exactly on the participation 
of developing countries in global governance.   

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes No - South-South Cooperation supports sustainable use of regionally-available resources, joint 
development projects on common challenges, and sharing of best practices (pp. viii, 28).  

- Member nations of the Development Assistance Committee must honour their aid 
commitments (pp. viii, 28). 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy No   

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg Y Y Luxembourg aids developing countries to implement measures that combat climate change (see page 
39).  For example, Luxembourg contributes 5 million years annually to the “Green Climate Fund” (see 
page 39).  Luxembourg’s principle of financing climate change projects in developing countries parallels 
the United Nations Framework Convention on climate change (UNFCCC) and the Paris Agreements (see 
page 39).  Additionally, Luxembourg established the “Business partnership facility” in 2016 (see page 38).  
This program encourages businesses in the private sector to engage directly with, and co-finance 
projects developing countries (see page 38).   
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27. Malaysia No No The South-South Cooperation established through the Malaysian Technical Cooperation 
Programme enabled Malaysia to cooperate and share developing experiences with other 
developing countries. (p.37) 

 

Malaysia has participated in all major South-South mechanisms, including the Non-Aligned 
Movement, the Group of Fifteen (a summit level consultative group of South Countries).  (p.37) 

 

Malaysia’s chairmanship of ASEAN in 2015 also contributed to the development of the ASEAN 
Economic Community Blueprint 2025 to deepen economic integration of the region. (p. 37) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands No No N/A 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama Yes no  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 16.8.1 in the Annex but left the available columns for data for 2009-2016 blank. 
(p. 52, Annex, SDG 16.8). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.77 

 

The NVR mentions that Portugal supports its partner countries that are affected by situations of 
fragility through bilateral and multilateral cooperation. This is said to be in line with Portugal’s 
international commitments – the principles of good relations with the fragile states and the New 
Deal for engagement with fragile states. 
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36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Thailand attaches great importance to strengthening partnership for development with various 
countries, mainly done through the Thailand International Cooperation Agency. (p.60) 

 
41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 222-223 identifies participation in the international scene, such as in UN’s Security Council 
Pg. 257 lists current policies in place with respect to the goal 
Pg. 243 points out limitations to the indicator and refers to international indicators, identifying the local 
agency responsible for the goal programs and identifies the existing South-South cooperation 
Pg. 244 lists proposed supplemental indicators for the goal 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 11   
No 32  

16.9: Legal 
identity for all 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan reports that it has a 100% rate of registering births and a 99.9% rate of registering deaths (see 
page 66).   

4. Bangladesh No No The goal is stated, but not discussed.  See id. at 66.   

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes No p.63 
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This is not reported in detail – the NVR only mentions the strengthening of its civil registry (an 
instrument providing legal identity for all, including birth registration). 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin Yes No 84.8% of children 5 and under have been registered by a state civil authority (2015) (68). 

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus No No NA 

14. Czech Republic  Yes No States that this goal has been met or is close to desired level (p 33) 

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  
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22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to guarantee migrants’ and asylum seekers’ reception 
and the full integration of ethnic and religious minorities (VNR p. 56). 
 

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia No No N/A 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No  

31. Netherlands No No N/A 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes 
(barely) 

The report only provides data on the percentage of children under 5 whose births have been registered 
with a civil authority, disaggregated by age: the baseline for 2015 is 16%, 2020 performance benchmark 
is 44%, and the SDGs 2030 targets are 100. (p. 46). 

 
33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes Yes The report provides data on SDG 16.9.1 - the proportion of children under 5 years of age whose births 
have been registered with a civil authority - in 2016, it was 97.6%. (p. 52, Annex, SDG 16.9). 

 
35. Portugal Yes Yes p.79 
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On matters related to birth registration, the report makes reference to the “Project Nascer 
Cidadao” which allows new-borns to be registered before the civil registrar at the 
maternity/hospital soon after their birth. The Simplex Program+2016 also planned to ease 
registration and application of documentation, with measures such as “Nascimento Online” 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The UNICEF reported that birth registration rate in Thailand in 2016 is 99%. The Registration of 
Residential Inhabitant Act 1991 and its Amendment of 2008 provide that all children born in 
Thailand are entitled to birth registration and birth certificates. (p. 57) 

 

Also, the Royal Project on DNA Testing initiated in 2013 has issued 460,000 people from 
vulnerable groups. (p. 57) 

 
41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 215-216 identifies government efforts to register newborns
Pg. 216 mentions the guarantee of the gender identity for adults and children with parent approval 
Pg. 235 contains data on the registration of newborns according to their year of birth 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 10   
No 33  

16.10: Access 
to information 
and 
fundamental 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  
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freedoms 3. Azerbaijan Y N The report states that from 2000-2015, internet use per 100 people increased from 8 to 77 (see page 13).   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes The Prime Minister’s office established an Access to Information program designed to be the “one-stop 
information and service delivery outlet.”  Id. at 69.  The institutions that provide the information, Union 
Digital Centres, allow anyone—especially the underserved and regardless of literacy—to access vital 
information.  Id. 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.60, 62 

 

Implementation of e-government application to increase access to the government for both 
citizens and businesses is reported in the NVR. For example, with their Belgian ID card, citizens 
have safe access to applications related to tax issues, pension entitlements, unemployment 
benefits, as well as patient information leaflets about medicines available in Belgium at all times. 

 

Financial support is given for organisations that gather independent and objective field 
information on the human rights situation. Belgium also supports the International Center for 
Civil and Political Rights, helps civil society with implementing recommendations of the Human 
Rights Committee, and funded the International Peace Information Service project. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes  No  Chile has implemented an transparency agenda, comprised by diverse legal initiatives that 
provide autonomy to the Electoral Service, suspends politicians from their posts if they 
contravene transparency rules, etc. (p. 15) 

 In line with the transparency agenda implemented, Chile has presented the legal initiative 
concerning the strengthening and transparency of democracy (p. 73) 
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12. Costa Rica Yes yes Pg. 84 Protocol approved to execute Open Parliament, a strategy to provide better access to information 
to citizens, transparency 

13. Cyprus No No NA 

14. Czech Republic  Yes No States that results are still far from the 2030 desirable target, particularly compared  to the 
OECD average (p 34) 

15. Denmark Yes No 7 (notes Denmark is a “frontrunner in sustainable development” with personal freedom) 

16. El Salvador Yes No  El Salvador passed in 2011 the Access to Public Information Law (Ley de Acceso a la 
Información Pública) which establishes the right of access to public information (p. 58) 

 The Institute of Access to Public Information (Instituto de Acceso a la Información Pública) 
was created to guarantee due access to public information (p. 58) 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala Yes Yes Working on strategies to improve compilation of information and provide access to the public  

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to combat all forms of discrimination and promote 
respect for diversity (VNR p. 60). 

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 16.10 but it is stated on page 44 that (i) “according to 
Article 35 of the constitution, every citizen has the right of access to information held by the 
State and by another person and required for the exercise or protection of any right or 
fundamental freedom” and (ii) Kenya passed Access to Information legislation in August 2016, 
which both align with this indicator. 
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26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Public access to information is facilitated by the high penetration national broadband coverage 
(91.2% coverage in populated areas in 2016) (p. 7) 

28. Maldives Yes Yes Right to Information Act passed in 2014 to ensure state transparency and accountability (page 18). No 
data or indicators provided. 

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes No The Report mentions that the constitution guarantees “a wide range of basic and fundamental rights” 
including freedom of religion and rights against discrimination. 

31. Netherlands Yes No Abroad (pp. 35): 

- Contributed to freedom of speech, freedom of the press, and journalists’ safety through 
UNESCO International Programme for the Development of Communication. 

32. Nigeria Yes Yes The report states that Nigeria has adopted and implemented constitutional, statutory and/or policy 
guarantees for public access to information but does not provide any further information on those 
policies. (p. 84, Table of Nigeria’s SDGs Baseline Data, 2016, SDG 16.10.2). 
 
The report cites data on the number of verified cases of killing, kidnapping, enforced disappearance, 
arbitrary detention and torture of journalists, associated media personnel, trade unionists and human 
rights advocates in the previous 12 months – the baseline findings are 4,419. (p. 84, Table of Nigeria’s 
SDGs Baseline Data, 2016, SDG 16.10.1 and 16.10.1). 
 

 
33. Panama Yes no  

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 16.10.1 and SDG 16.10.2 in the Annex but left the available columns for data for 
2009-2016 blank. (p. 52, Annex, SDG 16.10). 

 
35. Portugal Yes No This has been broadly mentioned under international agreements. 

36. Qatar No   
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37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Thai Constitutions contain provisions to ensure citizens’ rights in access to information as part of 
the civil rights. (p. 57) 

 

Government’s policy to promote ‘Digital Economy’ and ‘Smart City’ has led to the establishment 
of Community Digital Centers in 2015 to increase people’s access to telecommunication and on-
line services. (p.9) 

 

In 2015, up to 79.3% of Thais aged over 6 years old are users of mobile phone, and in 2016, 
59.8% of households have internet connection. (p.10) 

 
41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 220 contains information on the control of vulnerable situations, prevention against torture and cruel 
penalties as well as law requiring access to information. 
Pg. 255 lists existing policies to promote access to justice and rights 
Pg. 267-267 contains information about different initiatives involving the Executive, Judicial and 
Legislative branches as well as members of the civil society and schools to take action plans towards an 
open government 
Pg. 239 contains information on the data regarding aggression against journalists and threats to 
defenders of human rights (although not very significant) 
Pg. 239-240 mentions the importance of the law on access of public information as of 2008, although 
recognized required efforts to evaluate the enforcement and the knowledge of the population of such 
law 
Pg. 240 lists proposed supplemental indicators for transparency, governance and access to information 

43. Zimbabwe No   
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Total VNRs (43) Yes 20   
No 23  

16.A: 
Strengthen 
national 
institutions to 
prevent 
violence, 
terrorism, and 
crime 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan No   

4. Bangladesh No No NA 

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.61-63 

 

This is extensively reported, either on its own or more often in connection with other SDG 16 
items (16.1, 16.3, 16.6, 16.7, 16.10). 

 

In addition to those measures mentioned above and focusing on the institutional aspect, “the 
Belgian federal police has developed a solid experience in capacity building and in the planning, 
preparation and implementation of security sector reform programs on the African continent, and 
is currently involved in missions in Somalia, Tunisia, Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso”. It is said 
that the fairly recent Belgian police reform in 2001 and restructuring of the Belgian federal police 
in 2014 have proven to be useful assets for the reform programs.  

 

Belgian police also supports different international organizations – including the UNODC’s 
Container Control Program (in partnership with the World Customs Organization) to minimize 
trafficking of illicit goods. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  
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9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile No No  

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus Yes Yes This is discussed at various positions throughout the report.  For example, Cyprus is working with 
Interpol to eliminate illicit arms trafficking.  Id. at 55.  The promotion of law, and thereby the 
strengthening of relevant institutions, is done in an “increasingly open international context, that 
requires [sic] strengthening cooperation with other countries and international organizations.”  Id.  The 
Police “place great emphasis on the area of cooperation, especially in the area of Information Exchange.”  
Id. at 56.     

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes No 25 (lists as a Denmark target “Prevent and combat extremism, radicalization and terrorism”) 

16. El Salvador No No N/A 

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No N/A 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy No   

23. Japan Yes Yes 46 (notes that Japan uses its Self-Defense Force for international peace and stability) 

24. Jordan Yes No Jordan actively participates in efforts to strength peace and combat violence (p 56) 
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25. Kenya No Yes No explicit reference made to indicator 16.A but reference is made on page 44 to various 
institutional reforms including a national secure communication network and surveillance system 
for the National Police Service in Nairobi and Mombasa which aligns with this indicator. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Eleventh Malaysia Plan (Strategic Thrust 6) will aim at promoting global prosperity by 
cooperating with concerned countries to combat terrorism. (p.39) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal No No The Report briefly notes that data generation needs to be strengthened, including data recorded by the 
government and NGOs related to violence, crime, and human trafficking.  (Report at 35).  However, the 
Report does not discuss strengthening national institutions in this regard. 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Separation of powers, rule of law, and due process are embedded in the Constitution and the 
Charter of the Kingdom (pp. 33). 

 

Netherlands (pp. 33, 34):  

- Relative high confidence in institutions.  
- Invested in capacity building for professional law enforcement.  
- Advocates a multilateral Convention on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters, and the 

extradition of persons accused of war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide.  

 

Curaçao (pp. 34): 

- Designed a Media Development Programme in cooperation with UNDP and UNESCO to 
build journalists’ professional capacity, help media workers fulfil their role as watchdogs 
for the community, and promote dialogue between the media and the public.  
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St Maarten (pp. 34, 35):  

- Improve effectiveness and efficiency of the police force and the Court of Guardianship. 
- Upgrade prisons.  
- National Security Strategy addresses immigration and border protection. 
- Intelligence and information sharing with other islands in the Caribbean part of the 

Kingdom. 

 

Abroad (pp. 34-35):  

- In Mali: provide soldiers, police and civil experts to MINUSMA and EU missions, and 
financially support other peace initiatives.  

- Build/strengthen legitimate legal systems that can resolve problems before they escalate 
into conflicts. In 2015, these programmes expanded access to justice for 35,000 
individuals in 10 countries (including 15,000 women and children). 

- Financially contributed to UN Peacebuilding Fund to train  
- Helped demine 43 million m2 of land in 9 countries (2013-2016).  
- Investing (through IFC programme on Conflict Affected States in Africa) in developing 

and strengthening the private sector in fragile African states to create jobs, especially for 
young people.  

- Support capacity building, mainly through CSOs.  
- Invested €1 billion in Dialogue and Dissent programme (2016-2020) to strengthen 

partner organisations’ capacity for lobbying and advocacy in developing countries.  
- Support work of CSOs in 10 fragile states through the ‘Addressing Root Causes Fund’; 

will disburse €126 million between 2016 and 2021. Projects include:  
o Ethiopia, Lebanon, and Afghanistan – equal access to employment for young 

people 
o Somalia, Mali and Sudan – improve security situation by encouraging women to 

play a role in peacebuilding and conflict prevention. 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 16.8.1 in the Annex but left the available columns for data for 2009-2016 blank. 
(p. 52, Annex, SDG 16.A). 
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35. Portugal Yes No This is covered through the specific and detailed reports on SDG 16.1, 16,4, and 16.8. 

 

Additionally, in p.78 the NVR mentions the “ongoing creation of a College of Defence of the 
CPCP to give specialized training and capacity-building for military and civil forces from Member 
States”. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The Cabinet approved the Framework for Effective Crime Prevention that connects all relevant 
government agencies to ensure people’s sense of safety in lives and properties. (p.56) 

41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 213 identifies general bodies focused on the goal
Pg. 212-213 mentions anti-money laundry laws, commissions and secretaries created to combat 
terrorism funding 
Pg. 213 mentions policies with respect to gun control 
Pg. 253-254 lists policies to combat violence and foster safety 
Pg. 232 contains a list of some of the proposed indicators to foster the goal 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 11   
No 32  

16.B : Promote 
non-
discriminatory 
laws and 
policies 

1. Afghanistan No   
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2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan No  The report addresses anti-discriminatory initiatives related to gender and vulnerable populations (see 
SGDs 4.5, 5.1, 5.5, 5.C, 8.8,and 10.3).  The report does not address policies related to discrimination in 
implementing the SDGs. 

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes While the report does not delineate a discussion on this Goal, various non-discriminatory laws and 
policies are embedded in the discussion of other goals.  These laws and polices include but are not 
limited to: non-discrimination against women in the economic, health, and education spheres.      

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes No p.59  

 

This is achieved through measures listed in SDGs 16.1 and 16.3 above. 
7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana Yes Yes Botswana has developed a draft National Framework for Sustainable Development (Report at 6). 

10. Brazil No   

11. Chile Yes No  Michelle Bachelet’s government passed the educational amendment, which seeks to 
guarantee access to inclusive, free and quality education to all Chileans, regardless of their 
socioeconomic status or gender (p. 5) 

 For Chile, democratization of access to education is the corner stone to address inequality 
(p. 6) 

 Law No. 19.611 (1999) establishes the prohibition of discrimination between woman and 
men (p. 37)  

 In 2015, the Ministry of Woman and Gender Equality (Ministerio de la Mujer y la Equidad de 
Género) was created to, among other things, procure the elimination of arbitrary 
discrimination against women (p. 37) 

 Chile highlights discrimination against women as one of its major challenges to attain the 
SDGs (p. 42) 

 The Law of Inclusion was implemented, and it prohibits the discrimination in the admission in 
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any academic institution that receives public resources (p. 13) 

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus Yes Yes The promotion of non-discriminatory legal frameworks is an effort undertaken by Cyprus over the past 
few years.   

The report provides that “in accordance with relevant policy established in 2013, training curricula have 
been revised and special courses on legislation and policy on combating racist violence, xenophobia and 
discrimination were introduced. Moreover, a Memorandum of Understanding for the Protection and 
Promotion of Human Rights was signed between the Cypriot police and Non-Governmental 
Organizations, to further improve and develop closer cooperation between the Contracting Parties for the 
protection and promotion of human rights. The Office for Combating Discrimination is responsible for the 
implementation of preventive measures as well as for monitoring intervention tactics to combat racism, 
discrimination and xenophobia within police procedure. A Human Rights Office for detainees is also in 
place, for the protection of their rights. Its activities include training of officers, preparation of relevant 
circulars and guiding manuals in the field of handling detainees and the operation of police detention 
centers as well as improvement of living conditions in detention facilities, in cooperation with the relevant 
Departments involved.”  Id. at 57.   

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark Yes No 29 (Denmark will work to secure equal opportunities and eliminate discriminatory legislation) 

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes Yes - See, 5.C for policies and legislation for gender equality.  

- See, 8.8 for relevant labour policies.   
21. Indonesia No No  
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22. Italy Y N The VNR mentions this goal as part of Italy’s goal to combat all forms of discrimination and promote 
respect for diversity, but does not set any deadline (VNR p. 60). 

23. Japan Yes Yes 22 (government plans “Supporting Tools for Establishment of General Business Owner Action 
Plans” and “Projects on Promoting Women’s Participation and Advancement in Small-and-
Medium Enterprises” and corresponding statistics of companies that have formulated action 
plans in accordance, and “Act on Securing of Equal Opportunity and Treatment between Men 
and Women in Employment”), 24 (Government plan “Development Strategy for Gender Equality 
and Women’s Empowerment” to increase hiring of female administrative officers and educate 
50,000 female students from 2016-2018); established “JAPAN-ASEAN Women Empowerment 
Fund” to improve access to financial services for women in poverty) 

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes The VNR reports that Malaysia has made notable progress on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment. 

 

For example, Article 8(2) of the Federal Constitution was amended to prohibit gender 
discrimination. Several international agreements, such as the Convention on the Elimination of 
All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, are ratified to ensure that rights of women and girls 
are addressed.  

 

Ministry of Women, Family and community Development has implement various measures, 
including increasing maternity leave and flexible working arrangements, to encourage women to 
return to workforce. Women empowerment is also encouraged through the National Policy on 
Women 1989 and the Plan of Action for the Advancement of Women 2010-2015. 

 

To tackle gender-based violence, the Eleventh Malaysia Plan will aim at raising awareness of 
women and girls on their rights to protection against violence; reviewing of regulations to 
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improve protection against gender based violence; and gathering baseline data on sexual and 
gender-based violence. (p.25) 

28. Maldives No No Other than described in 5.C above.  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes No The Report mentions that the constitution guarantees the elimination of all forms of discrimination and 
guarantees inclusive socio-political and economic development.  (Report at ii, 8). 

31. Netherlands Yes No See, 5.1: tackling discrimination against women and girls. 

See, 5.C: policies and legislation for gender equality. 

See, 8.5: labour policies.  

See, 10.4: policies for greater equality. 

 

Aruba (pp. 34): 

- Committed to protecting rights of women, minorities and workers.  

 

Abroad (pp. 33):  

- Under SDG 15, promote legal rights for women and men regarding access to, and the 
use, ownership and management of land. 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 16.8.1 in the Annex but left the available columns for data for 2009-2016 blank. 
(p. 52, Annex, SDG 16.B). 
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35. Portugal Yes Yes p.79 

 

This ties in with a lot of the initiatives mentioned in relation to SDG5, for example, the National 
Plan for Gender Equality, Citizenship and Non-Discrimination, and the National Reform 
Program. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden No   

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes The 20-Year National Strategy Framework lays out a comprehensive structure that fosters 
opportunities for equality. The 12th National Economic and Social Development Plan also 
envisages a social system that is just and capable of reducing social disparity. (p. 36)  

 

In particular, Gender Equality Act 2015 was enacted to provide protection for everyone from 
gender-based discrimination. (p.56) 

 

Gender Responsive Budgeting also guides the Government to take into account of different 
necessities and needs with respect to gender, age, conditions of persons to ensure fairness in 
allocating the budget. (p. 56) 

 
41. Togo Yes Yes The promotion of non-discriminatory laws and polices is discussed briefly in Goals 1, 3 and 5.  However, 

it is not discussed separately.   
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42. Uruguay Yes Yes Pg. 215-216 identifies movements and organizations of the civil society on the non-discriminatory laws 
and policies 
Pg. 216 identifies the legal framework to combat discrimination (including law against racism, 
xenophobia, disabled and others) 
Pg. 255 lists existing policies to promote access to justice and rights 
Pg.235 contains data on main motives why young and teenage individuals felt discriminated, 
disaggregated by context and reasons 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 17   
No 26  

17.10: 
Equitable trade 
system 

1. Afghanistan No   

2. Argentina No No  

3. Azerbaijan Y N Azerbaijan intends to strengthen its national economy through diversification, reducing the domestic 
economy’s dependence on oil and expanding access to markets (see page 24).  The report does not 
include information about Azerbaijan’s participation in the World Trade Organization or its negotiations 
under the Doha Development Agenda. 

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes Bangladesh characterizes trade as a “great window of cooperation” in international contexts and provides 
a detailed discussion on the promotion of an equitable trade system.  Id. at 45.  The report embraced the 
Doha Development Agenda and acknowledged that Bangladesh, as a least developed country, receives 
preferential treatment in trade.  Id.  The report described four categories of programs that enable 
Bangladesh to engage in trade with other nations.  Id.  
 
These four categories include: “(a) various WTO provisions providing special and differential treatment 
(SDT) (b) autonomous, non-reciprocal initiatives through various countries’ Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) schemes (c) preferential market access initiatives of various regional trade agreements 
(RTAs) [and] (d) bilateral trade initiatives.”  Id.  

5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.66 

 

Within the EU, in the context of the EU’s 2015 Trade for All Strategy, Belgium advocates a 
“cross-cutting promotion throughout the trade sector” – with the goal to leverage trade as a 
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development tool and as a positive impact factor favouring respect for social and environmental 
standards internationally.  

 

Belgium is reported to be continuing its investments in negotiations which constitute a vanguard 
on specific sustainability related themes.  

 

It also works for EU trade policies which support inclusive growth and sustainable development 
in developing countries. 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana No No  

10. Brazil Y
 
  

N - A brief reference to Doha Development Agenda 

11. Chile Yes No  Chile actively participates in the WTO and is engaged to eliminate all distortions and 
obstacles to the fluid exchange of goods (p. 65) 

 Chile has unilaterally adopted the “Duty Free, Quota Free” policy to the importation of goods 
coming from least developed countries, in order to liberalize markets while respecting the 
principle of equal but differentiated treatment (p. 66) 

 Chile has included environmental, labour and gender equality chapters in free trade 
agreements (p. 66) 

12. Costa Rica no   

13. Cyprus Yes Yes Cyprus issued several statements in the report regarding an equitable trade system.  These are below:   
 
“In terms of trade facilitation, the Ministry of Energy, Commerce, Industry and Tourism acts as the 
coordinator which monitors developments in relation to international trade in the European Union 
institutions and the World Trade Organization (WTO) by coordinating, shaping and promoting Cyprus' 
positions on the various subjects.”  Id. at 59.  
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“The Doha Round is the forum of trade negotiations between WTO members officially launched in 2001. 
Its aim is to reform the international trading system through the reduction of trade barriers and revised 
trade rules. The work program covers about 20 sectors of trade (agricultural products, access to the 
market for non-agricultural products, services, rules, trade facilitation, etc.). The Doha Round 
Development Program's goal is to improve the Less Developed Countries' prospects of trade and to 
address the problems faced by developing countries in the implementation of existing agreements with 
the WTO.”  Id.   

14. Czech Republic  No   

15. Denmark No No  

16. El Salvador No No  

17. Ethiopia No   

18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India No No South-South Cooperation supports sustainable use of regionally-available resources, joint 
development projects on common challenges, and sharing of best practices (pp. viii, 28). 

21. Indonesia Yes No Generally referenced but not specifically discussed. 

22. Italy No   

23. Japan No No  

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No Yes No applicable reference in the country report. It is only mentioned on page 46 that the Kenya 
Vision 2030 “recognizes the central role played by global trade to Kenya”. 

26. Luxembourg Y N The report notes that Luxembourg intends to diversify its economy (see page 22).  Luxembourg aims to 
create a durable and interconnected economy (see page 23).  No information about multilateral trading 
systems under the World Trade Organization was included in the report.   
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27. Malaysia Yes Yes Malaysia is a founding member of the WTO and has signed and implemented several bilateral 
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with Turkey (2015), Australia (2012), India (2011), New Zealand 
(2010), Pakistan (2008) and Japan and Chili (both 2006) – and six regional FTAs as an ASEAN 
member. (p. 37) 

 

Currently Malaysia is negotiating three more FTAs, namely the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP), Malaysia-Europeian Free Trade Area Economic Partnership 
Agreement (MEEPA) and ASEAN Hong Kong Free Trade Agreement (AHKFTA). (p. 37) 

 

In regards to ASEAN Cooperation, Malyaisa continues to implement the Strategic Action Plan for 
SME Development 2016-2025 and be involved in trade facilitation initiatives that will need to be 
fully operationalised. These initiatives include the ASEAN Trade Repository, the ASEAN 
Solutions for Investments, Services and Trade (ASSIST) etc.  (p. 38) Almost 90% of products 
requested by Least Developed Countries are duty free in Malaysia’s current tariff structure. In 
addition, 75% of agricultural products and 64.1% of non-agricultural products have zero-tariff 
rates. (p. 38) 

 

Relevant policies also include Malaysia’s foreign policies and trade policies, AEC Blueprint 2025 
and ASEAN Strategic Action Plan for SME Development 2016-2025. (p. 50) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes No The Report states that “Nepal particularly seeks a non-discriminatory trading and financial system, 
quota-free access for its exports and more generous ODA [foreign aid].”  (Report at 34-35). 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Netherlands (pp. 12): 

- Focus development aid on least developed countries. 
- Provide aid and engage in trade with low- and middle-income countries. 
- Form mutually beneficial trade relationships with countries that have largely overcome 
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poverty. 

 

Abroad (pp. 36): 

- Advocate for sustainable trade agreements within the EU. 
- Assess new agreements’ impact on developing countries before signing them. 

o E.g. EU’s ‘Everything but Arms’ initiative grants duty-free and quota-free market 
access to all products from least developed countries except arms and 
ammunition.  

- Support organisations and programmes that facilitate trade in accordance with WTO 
Trade Facilitation Agreement. 

- Ease developing countries’ access to international and regional markets.  
o E.g. Dutch Good Growth Fund, TradeMark East Africa, and the Centre for the 

Promotion of Imports from Developing Countries. 

32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes No The VNR references SDG 17.10 in the Annex but left the available columns for data for 2009-2016 blank. 
(p. 54, Annex, SDG 17.10). 

 
35. Portugal No No This is not mentioned in the NVR. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Supports an open and equitable global trade that contributes to sustainable development. The 
multilateral system remains one of the foundations of EU trade policy, of which Sweden is a part.  
No data on weighted tariff-average in Sweden (which is the same across the EU, as tariffs are 
set at an EU level). (p 42) 

Total government revenue (i.e., mandatory taxes and social security contributions) in relation to 
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GDP at current prices, was 43% in 2015. This ratio has varied between 42 and 46% since 2006. 
Proportion of domestic budget funded by domestic taxes amounted to 90% in 2015. (p 41) 

39. Tajikistan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes Thailand has exempted its customs duty on 6,998 items of imported goods originating from 
lower developed countries since 2015. This is in accordance with the WTO Duty-Free Quota-
Free treatment for LDCs which helps improve and support LDCs’ trade capability. In the long 
run, Thailand wishes to expand more trade cooperation with LDCs. (p. 61) 

 
41. Togo Yes No The report discusses various measures, conventions and goals to promote the imports and exports of 

goods and services in Togo.  However, the discussion is not rooted in the context of an equitable trade 
system or a universal rule-based system.  Nor does the report discuss the Doha Development Agenda.   

42. Uruguay Yes No The report notes that Uruguay depends on trilateral cooperation to strengthen its international 
cooperation, since it has reduced human and economic resources (p. 27). It notes that it maintains nine 
South-South cooperation programs with Latin American countries and it approved more than 50 new 
initiatives in 2016. Pointed out initiatives on commitment to further south-south and trilateral 
cooperation (p.28). 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 16   
No 27  

17.3:Tax 
collection 

1. Afghanistan No   
2. Argentina No No  
3. Azerbaijan Y Y Azerbaijan has attempted to modernize its tax administration through e-tax invoices (see page 19).  

Additionally, it simplified procedures required to start new businesses (see page 19).  This simplification 
aims to spur business development and encourage entrepreneurship.  It also reduced income tax burden 
from 35% to 20% for entrepreneurs to encourage entrepreneurship (see page 19).  In 2016, contributions 
to the GDP from entities in the non-oil sector reached 83.7% (see page 19).  From 2010-2016, the share 
of state budget revenues in GDP rose from 26.9% to 29.0%.  The share of taxes in the state budget 
revenues rose from 46.2% to 51.6% (see page 61).  The report cites international partners’ support of 
Azerbaijan’s tax infrastructure as a reason for their increased revenue (see page 62).  Nominal GDP per 
capita rose in 2016 (6266.3 AZN) (see page 17).   

4. Bangladesh Yes Yes Bangladesh, as an LDC, is a beneficiary of international financial support rather than a benefactor.  Id. at 
63.  The proportion of the domestic governmental budget funded by domestic taxes was 63.7% in 2015.  
Id.   
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5. Belarus No No  

6. Belgium Yes Yes p.65, 66 
 
Innovative financing mechanisms utilized by the Belgian development cooperation and the 
Flemish Government include the “Humanitarian Impact Bonds” and “Social Impact Bonds”. 
Social investors pre-finance humanitarian or social programs and will be refunded by the Belgian 
and Flemish government as “outcome funders” if the program objectives are achieved. 
 
Credendo, the fourth largest credit insurance group, have around 50 projects dealing with either 
climate change adaptation or mitigation, energy efficiency, conservation of natural resources, 
etc. (in connection with SDG 6.1, 7.8, 12.2, 12.5, and 13) 

7. Belize No   

8. Benin No No  

9. Botswana Yes No Simple reference to STG 17.3 in appendix, without any supporting data.  Appendix (PDF page 51). 

10. Brazil Y N - In 2016, Brazil also ratified the OECD Convention on Mutual Assistance in Tax Matters, which became 
effective in the country as of January 1st, 2017. Such accession will allow the country to participate, as 
of 2018, in the automatic exchange of information. 

11. Chile Yes No  Law 20.780 and Law 20.899 of the Fiscal Reform encouraged by President Bachelet’s 
Government seeks to increase the state’s tax revenue by 3% of Chile’s GDP to finance 
permanent expenses in the Government (p. 66) 

12. Costa Rica No   

13. Cyprus Yes Yes The report discusses that Cyprus has shown “remarkable progress with the restructuring of its tax 
services” in terms of “strengthening domestic resource mobilisation.  Id. at 58.  Recent reforms are 
briefly discussed.  Id.   

14. Czech Republic  Yes Yes The Czech Republic has been criticised for some gaps in management effectivity of public 
finance and fiscal system. The fiscal responsibility law that was adopted by Parliament in 
January 2017 aims to address the main shortcomings of the Czech fiscal framework, since it 
was evaluated as one of the weakest in the EU. 

15. Denmark Yes Yes 134 (statistics provided to show foreign direct investments, volume of remittances ) 

16. El Salvador Yes No  El Salvador is committed to renew alliances and bonds with international partners (p. 13) 
 El Salvador is looking forward to take further advantage of the South-South initiative (p. 13) 

17. Ethiopia No   
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18. Guatemala No   

19. Honduras No   

20. India Yes Yes - Government has committed to a tax reform agenda (GST and direct tax) to increase domestic 
mobilization and keep the public debt sustainable (pp. viii, 26-27). E.g.:  

- Swachh Bharat Cess to mobilize resources for the Clean India Mission (pp. 27) 
- Implemented budget responsibility legislation 

- Increased tax devolution to states (pp. 27). 
- Special purpose grants to secure universal primary education, health, employment, affordable 
housing, and urbanization (pp. 27). 
- Central government supplements Local Body finances by providing them with fiscal space (pp. 
27).  
- Challenges to tax collection efficiency are lack of global cooperation on money laundering and 
lack of progress on mutual administrative assistance in tax matters (pp. viii, 27). 

21. Indonesia No No  

22. Italy No   

23. Japan Yes Yes  47-49 (describes Japan’s support for developing countries to establish their implementation 
systems for SDGs including specific mention of support in Indonesia, Africa, and ASEAN 
countries, and Japanese tax authority assistance to developing countries) 

24. Jordan No   

25. Kenya No No No applicable reference in the country report. 

26. Luxembourg No   

27. Malaysia Yes Yes Malaysia recognizes the need of funding and technical assistance to develop national indicators 
and baselines to assess the progress of 2030 Agenda and SDGS. For example, Malaysia will 
fund SDG programmes through existing Government budgets and mechanisms. Additional 
funding and resources could be made available through collaborations with the private sector, 
financial institutions, civil society and international agencies. (p. 61-62) 

28. Maldives No No  

29. Monaco No   

30. Nepal Yes Yes The Report mentions that the “scaling-up and consolidation of revenue collection work . . . is urgently 
needed at provincial and local levels.”  It adds that “[r]evenue collection is satisfactory with a revenue to 
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GDP ratio of more than 20 percent,” but states that “the tax base needs to be expanded to collect more 
revenue and to grow GDP.”  (Report at 34). 

31. Netherlands Yes Yes Abroad (pp. 35-36):  
- Improve tax policies and services in developing countries. 
- Implement the OECD/G20 Base Erosion and Profit Shifting Package, and international 

transparency measures to curb tax avoidance and evasion. 
- Meet obligations under Addis Tax Initiative by doubling technical assistance by 2018 

(before the 2020 deadline).  
- Withdrew requests for tax-free delivery of goods and services for newly financed gov.-to-

gov. aid programmes. 
- Agreed with 10 developing countries to revise bilateral tax treaties to avoid potential 

misuse. 
32. Nigeria No   

33. Panama No   

34. Peru Yes Yes The report provides data on SDG 17.3.1 (foreign direct investments (FDI), official development assistance 
and South-South Cooperation as a proportion of total domestic budget) for the period 2009-2015. In 
2015, the percent was 16.1. (p. 53, Annex, SDG 17.3). 

35. Portugal Yes Yes p.83, 84 
 
Portugal’s cooperation with the EU through cross-sectorial Delegated Cooperation was said to 
(indirectly) contribute to mobilizing additional financial resources for developing countries.  
 
The NVR also mentions that “through the implementation of cooperation and technical 
assistance programmes in the area of tax collection and other sources of revenue, Portugal has 
been supporting the reform of fiscal systems in developing countries, strengthening the capacity 
of the beneficiary, through transfer of experience and technical expertise”. There is also reported 
international initiatives to combat the erosion of the tax base and profit shifting, and improved 
administrative cooperation to prevent and combat international tax evasion and avoidance. 
 
Consultations made with Multilateral Development Banks directors that pay particular attention 
to this SDG are also reported. 

36. Qatar No   

37. Slovenia No   

38. Sweden Yes Yes Since 1975, Sweden’s development cooperation and humanitarian aid has met or exceeded 
0.7% of annual GNI. Sweden’s own aid goal is 1% of GNI. Since 2006, development cooperation 
and humanitarian aid has amounted to about 1% of GNI. According to OECD statistics, 
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Sweden’s aid to the least developed countries amounted to 0.29% of GNI in 2015. Of the total 
Swedish development cooperation in 2015, just over SEK 2 billion went to financial and technical 
support for developing countries. (p 41) 

39. Tajikstan No   

40. Thailand Yes Yes In the middle and long terms, Thailand aims to enhance the effectiveness of tax collection 
through applying the National E-Payment system, with the aim of supporting entrepreneurs’ 
capacity, increase Government’s revenue, improve taxation measures and reduce inequality as 
a whole. (p. 59) 
 

41. Togo No No NA 

42. Uruguay Yes No The report mentions that the country has promoted a tax reform which allows a better redistribution of 
domestic resources (p. 27). 
 
Also indicates that the new law introduced the progressive taxation (p.34). 

43. Zimbabwe No   

Total VNRs (43) Yes 20    
No 23   

 


